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miſguided by faſhionable Opi- 
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To Her, who has not called 
good evil, and evil good. 


Io Her, who, like the lofty, 
venerable Oak, affords a kindly 
ſhelter to the humble ſhrub, 
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and guards the tender unaſpi- 
ring violet from being trodden 
under by the foot of arrogance. 


To Her, who, being herſelf 
truly honorable, protects, with 
immutable ſteadineſs, the vota- 
ries of truth and honor. 1 
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AVING been informed, 


ſince this work was ſent to 


43 


the preſs, that it is ſuppoſed to 
contain Hiſtorical Memoirs of 
my own family, affairs; it is 
incumbent on me to ſet aſide 
an opinion, that has not its 
foundation in truth. The firſt 
volume was written twenty 


years ago ; I then wrote it for 


my 5 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


my amuſement, I now publiſh Þ, 
it for my emolument; characters 
are certainly not the ſeſs enter- 
taining, becauſe 8 natural; but 
I diſclaim all perſonalities in the 
application of them; I alſo po- 
ſitively declare, there is no one 
circumſtance, incident or fitua- | 
tion in theſe volumes, - that has | 
the moſt diſtant alluſion to my 
own family, my connexions, my 

friends, or my enemies. ? 
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ANECDOUOTSS 
OF THE 


DELBOROUGH FAMILY, 


CHAP. I. 


IR JAMES EDMONDS, like other 
country gentlemen, whoſe buſineſs it is 
to attend parliament, had occaſion to call on 
ais banker, in Lombard-ſtreet, the mora- 


ing after his arrival in town; this banker's 


ame was Darlington, he was the baronet's 
old acquaintance, | 
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An idolator of the heathen mythology, 
on entering this ſtore-houſe of treaſures, on | 
ſeeing the immenſe mountains of untold gui- 
neas which lay heaped upon the counter, 
might have miſtaken it for the temple of J 
Plutus, and paid adoration to old Darli ington | 


himſelf, as the preſiding deity. 


By help of a glaſs fixed in the door of a 
ſmall room, he could diftinguifh every body 
who entered the ſhop, and never made his 
appearance to any but the rich and powerful; 
little folks were left to tranſact their affairs 
with his clerks and their aſſiſtants; from this 
convenient receſs he ſaw Sir James enter, 
and crept out to receive him, with a low 
obedience, which almoſt brought his reve- 


-end head to the ground. 


The dimenſions of his dank were about 
five feet two inches, but alas, half theſe na- 
tural advantages were ſunk by a too juſt di- 
viſion of his perſon, one part riſing, the 


other ſtooping, ſo that he exactly reſembled} 
* f thoſe 
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choſe petty machines called tongs, which, 
in the hands of a beautiful woman, doing the 
honours of her tea table, are wonderfully 
7 graceful; his face was ſo narrow that the 
huge ſpectacles he carried on his noſe not 


on only ſerved to ſtrengthen his ſight, but were 
ga kind of maſk, behind which, if he ever 
2 bluſhed at his own extortions, he could bluſh 

4 unnoticed. 

dy | | 

us| His head was encompaſſed by a tight crim- 


ul; ſon cap, his eyes were ſmall, dull, and blood- 
3 ſhot, he looked with them as if the contem- 
his plation of his darling metal had blinded him 
to every other object. 


A ſhort converſation on money matters 
being ended, this ſon of wealth requeſted Sir 
James to honour him with a few moments in 
private, at the ſame time, telling him, in a 
whiſper, that he was under great trouble, 
and looked on his preſence at this critical pe- 
riod, as a moſt fortunate event; his requeſt _ 
was immediately granted, he tottered on be- 

B 2 fore 
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fore to open the door of his little room, or 
rather obſervatory ; he ſhut it with caution, | 
after they were entered and catching hold of | 
Sir James's hand, he wrung it with the pang |} 
of torture, crying out, alas! alas! my wor- 
thy good friend, I am the moſt unhappy | 


wretch breathing, ruined and undone for 


ever; not a perſon in the world who can, 


or will aſſiſt me. 


You ſurpriſe me Mr. Darlington, is it poſ- 
ſible your circumſtances ſhould be ſo deſpe- 


rate. 


What do you ſay, Sir James, (putting ö 
his ear cloſer to him) circumſtances—deſpe- | 
rate circumſtances—no, no, no, (ſhaking his 
head with a ſignificant lear) no, no, had I 
nothing to complain of but my circumſtances, | 
I ſhould have been at leaſt as well off as my 
neighbours—the ſhoe does not pinch there, | 


Sir James, alas! I had a daughter, once, 
the delight of my eyes; to enrich her I have 


denied myſelf almoſt the neceſſary comforts 
of 


| 
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Jof life; had ſhe been dutiful, by the bleſſing 
of God, and her father's induſtry, ſhe ſhould 
not have wanted a comfortable portion but 
now all that is over; he took off his ſpectacles, 
and whiped them—excuſe me, Sir James, I 
loved her more than the riches, which for 
her fake I have ſacrificed the beſt part of my 
life in ſcraping together. 


T Vnthinking wretch! thou haſt diſpoſed of 
thyſelf, and thy father muſt look out for a 
more worthy heir to inherit his poſſeſſions. 


I am ſorry and ſurpriſed at this account. 


She had nobody to blame but herſelf; no 
parent ever watched a daughter as I have 
done mine - I never let her out of my ſight a 
moment unleſs under the care of my houſe- 
F keeper, who, if poſſible, was more attentive 
to her conduct than even I could be; ſhe 
hardly ever ſaw the face of a man to our 
knowledge, and yet what does all this caution 
ſignify—ſhe has run away—run away from 

B 3 her 
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her careful father—perhaps with a raſcally 
beggarly dog—perhaps with a younger bro- 
ther who may not have a ſingle ſhilling to 
keep them both from ſtarving—run away too, YI, 
juſt as I had concluded a bargain with the 
Earl of Greville for a match between my v 
girl and his eldeſt fon, Lord Sheldon, and ti 
what do you think now, Sir James, am I 
not the moſt juſtly incenſed father that a 
perfidious ungrateful daughter ever made , g 
truely wretched ? In 


Doubtleſs, my friend, you have reaſon, 
great reaſon for diſpleaſure but is it my ft 
advice you would aſk on this occaſion ? f. 


I not only aſk, I entreat, I beſeech it of 
you—we have known each other long—alas, c 
my riches | how ſhall they be left, who ſhall Z 
I pitch upon for my executor. 


SS 


Since you give me leave, Mr. Darlington, 
I ſhall ſpeak my mind freely, the young lady,  r 
{ confeſs, is juſtly intitled to your anger; x 
ſhe MF 


fondneſs made you fancy you was planning 
for her happineſs, yet I am of opinion, from 
my own knowledge of the man allotted bßß 
you for her huſband, that in a ſhort time, a 
very ſhort time, you would have moſt hear- 
tily wiſhed the alliance had never taken place. 
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e has rejected the ſcheme which paternal 


Suppoſe all this true, what can you ſay to 


defend her marrying a needy fellow, without 
my conſent, or approbation ? 


This, I apprehend, is her moſt capital of- 
fence, and by no means can I attempt to de- 
fend it; however, as what is paſſed has no 


q remedy, ſurely a tender parent cannot, for 
one falſe ſtep, abandon an only, a beloved 
child to perpetual miſery. 


Hold, hold, Sir James,— 


I fay, fir, (raiſing his voice) it is unnatural, ” 


7 nay, it is impoſſible—but hear me out with 


patience, before you take any reſolution to 
B 4 your 
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your daughter's prejudice, examine, at leaſt, 
the merits of a choice you cannot now pre- 
vent —conſider you have enough to make 
them happy if the young man's character and 
conduct ſhould deſerve your favour. : 


. | Favour, Sir James, why do you talk to 
me of favour ! I know the fellow's perſon it 
is true, but even with his name I am unac- 
quainted, he may be a footman for ought I 
know to the contrary, as to merit, conduct, 
character, and all that, look ye, Sir James, 
they are beneath my notice, it is a father's 
buſineſs to. mind the main chance; had ſhe 
married a Lord, or the ſon of a Lord, 1 
might have forgiven her, but to bring into 
a family like mine, a nobody—a worſe than 
nobody—mean ſpirited undutiful hufſey, not 
a ſhilling ſhall ſhe ever finger from my bags, 
no, not to ſave her from famine, will I ever 
advance a ſixpence. 


And this 1s your determined reſolution, 


Jz 
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It is by heavens. 


Why then, Mr. Darlington, trouble your- 
ſelf to relate, or me to hear, the nature of 
your grievances, yet obſtinately reject che 
very advice you ſolicited? 


I did not expect you would aſk me to for- 
give the ungracious baggage— no, no, I ne- 
ver will forgive her, that's certain. 


Then J ſhall only add, old gentleman, that 
I deteſt your obdurate principles too much 
to ſupport you in them—farewell, fir, I have 
neither time or inclination to throw away my 
counc'l where I find it totally diſregarded, 


Nay, but worthy ſir—good fir—(laying 
hold of his button) I have no relief—[ have 
no comfort but in talking of my troubles. 


Hearing the ſhop door open, he interrupt- 
ed himſelf to peep through the glaſs—he ut- 
tered a cry of furious rage made but one leap 


B 5 forward. 
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forward, and catching hold of a young man, 
who had juſt entered -audacious raſcal—vil- 
lain — ſcoundrel, cryed he, (in a voice con- 
vulſed with paſſion) how dareſt thou ap- 
proach theſe doors—where's my child— 
where's my daughter—where's Lucy—give 
me back my daughter or I will have thee 
hung at tyburn. 


By this time Sir James entered the field 
of action and was ſtruck with an air of dig- 
nity by which the ſtranger was eminently diſ- 
tingu:ſhed—he diſengaged him, though with 
ſome difficulty from the old man's gripe, who 
held him by the collar as fait as he would 
have done a robber who had hardineſs 
enough to beſiege his dear coffers, 


Let me interfere gentlemen, ſaid Sir James, 
I am no ſtranger to the cauſe of this unfortu- 
nate enmity, and wiſh, from my ſoul, it may 


be in my power to ſerve you both. 


Old 
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Old Darlington could not ſpeak — he 
ſtampt he raved—he wept, in ſpeechleſs 
fury. 


I thank you, fir, replied the young man, 
bowing with an air of reſpect, you are intitled 
to my warmeſt gratitude ; thoſe perſonal in- 
ſults which I have been compelled to receive 
in your preſence, muſt caſt a term of re- 


proach on-my character—as an officer I can 


make no apology—in the name of ſon, which 
I have now the honour of bearing, to this 
gentleman, I flatter * you will find ay 


| excuſe. 


Come, come, my old friend, replied Sir 
James, warmed with the manly expreſſions 
of the ſtranger, you muſt not ſhall not 


Tonger continue this obduracy—you have vo- 


luntarily made me a party—ſuffer me to per- 
ſuade you to accept the happineſs which is 
offered, 
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Nd, no, no, roared the enraged father; 
almoſt ſuffocated with paſſion—get out of my 
houſe—out, out I ſay, — take my curſe with 
thee, it is the only gift I will ever give my 
wretched daughter or thyſelf—never trouble 
me agatn, but ſtarve, ſtarve together. 


Sir James Edmonds fixed a look of aſto- 
niſhment on this unnatural parent, whilſt the 
perſon to whom his cruelty was directed, ſtept 
forward, and with a reſolute firmneſs in his 
manner, but in a voice perfectly reſpectful, 
ſpoke as follows : 


* Conſcious that I have offended,. I hold 
no title to refentment, but am heartily ſorry 
your diſpleaſure is not to be removed - the 
hopes of reſtoring your child to the arms of 
a forgiving parent, brought me hither 
however cruel my reception has been J 
ſnall return to my wife with that ardour of 
affection, which it will never be in your 
power or the power of fortune to diminiſh— 
Jam na beggar, Mr. Darlington, I have 
enough 
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„ enough to ſupport your daughter, not only 


y in the abſolute neceſſaries of life, but even in 
h ſome degree of affluence—this only ſhall I 
y add, that I came not here to enrich myſelf 
e with your wealth but to increaſe the felicity 


of my wife, by reſtoring to her a father.” 


Nobly expreſſed, cried the Baronet ; now, 
by my ſoul, young gentleman, I have twa 
daughters, was you unmarried, and they at 
the years of deſcretion, with their own good 
leaves, you ſhould take your choice of either, 
allow me, fir, to aſk your name, and to 
aſſure you, from this moment, it 1s the wiſh 
of my heart, we may no more be 3 to 
each other. 


S' d T 


fir—my name is Fairfax — except the happi- 

neſs I ſhould feel at giving back my Lucy to 
of a father's tender affection, the continuance of 

your generous favour is what I am moſt ſol⸗ 
licitous to attain. | 


d 

7 

e 

of You do me too much honour, my dear 
" 

I 


Don't 


14 _ DELBOROUCH FAMILY. 


Don't think me impertinent, Mr. Fairfax, 
I am not led by mere curioſity, I wiſh to do 
you ſervice, permit me then one other queſ- 
tion, are you of the ſame family with the 
Earl of Delborough ? 


I am his brother, ſir, without that love 
which is a brother's due; never did I give 
him cauſe to bluſh, that our parents were 
the ſame, yet his indignation follows me be- 
cauſe I choſe a profeſſion contrary to his 
opinion, though he never condeſcended to 
make me acquainted with his objections till 
after I had purchaſed my commiſſion, from 
which time I was forbid his preſence and his 
houſe. This is no ſeaſon for referve—you 
are Mr. Darlington's friend, I would not con- 
ceal my real ſituation from either—my own 
fortune which is no more than nine thouſand 
pounds, is now my whole dependance—from 
my brother I never expect a fingle favour ; 
and I truſt in Providence, my worthy ſol- 
dier, cried Sir James, you will ſtand in no 


need of his protection, then turning to the 
banker, 
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banker, is it poſlible you can till entertain 
reſentment againſt this generous youth, ra- 
ther let your gratitude be offered to heaven, 
who has given your daughter a noble, a de- 
ſerving huſband—receive to your arms a ſon, | 
in whoſe merits you will find more real ſa- 
tisfaction than in all the wealth you have been 
ſo induſtrious to accumulate ; receive him 
from my hand, I glory in making my old 
friend ſo valuable a preſent, if you do not 
thank me at our next meeting my life ſhall 
be the forfeit. = 


There was no reſiſting his honeſt elo- 
quence ; Mr. Fairfax could only thank him 
by a look expreſſive of the moſt grateful 
emotions, whilſt the heart of the old man 
was divided by a thouſand different paſſions. 
The laſt words of his fon in law made no in- 
conſiderable impreſfſion—to find Lucy mar- 
ried ſo much beyond his late expectations 
was a reviving cordial, and Sir James's 
friendly interpoſition completed the victory, 
he held out his hand, which being ſeized 

5 p with 
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with ardour, was gracefully carried to the 


lips of his now happy relation. 


The baronet, overjoyed at the reconcilia- 
tion in which he had ſo principle a ſhare, 
wiſhed them uninterrupted felicity, and took 
his leave, though ſtrongly preſſed. by the 
banker to ſtay dinner. 


Every thing being now diſcuſſed in a prĩ- 
vate conference, to the ſatisfaction of Mr. 


Darlington, he felt ſo much joy at his daugh- 
ter's being allied to nobility, that his ill hu- 
mour intirely vaniſhed, and he now loaded 
him with as many civilities as he had a little 
before done with execrations and reproach — 
Mr. Fairfax was allowed to fetch his wife— 
ſhe too was well received, and they dined 
together with ſo much harmony that nobody 
could have ſuſpected there had ever been the 
leaft diſagreement between. them, 


am w_o_f gg Oo noo a $f. 
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CHAP. Il. 


1 the happy reconciliation with 
which we concluded our laſt chapter; 
old Darlington deſired Lucy's huſband to at- 
tend him in his counting houſe at eight o'clock 
the next morning, having ſome affairs of 
conſequence to propoſe, which he hoped 
would turn out for their mutual advantage, 
Mr. Fairfax punctually obſerved this ap- 
pointment, and the banker immediately _ 
opened his deſigns, 


Son, ſaid he, for now methinks that name 

is not diſpleaſing to me, you are ſenſible I 
have but one child, that ſhe was the darling 
of 
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of my heart before—no offence Captain, 1 | 


mean not to repeat grievances, they are now 
paſt I have forgiven her, and reſtored her 
again to my affections—1 truſt you will de- 
ſerve her love and my fatherly kindneſs; as 
a proof of your readineſs to do this you muſt 
quit the army—anſwer, but don't refuſe me 
II am poſitive - take care ſon Fairfax, don't 
let a quarrel commence where a reconcilia- 
tion has begun. 


A moment's conſideration ſerved to con- 
vince the perſon to whom this caution was 
addreſſed, that it would be abſolute folly to 
contend with an obſtinate man, whom it was 
now both his duty and intereſt to oblige. 


Though he might quit the ſervice with 
regret he could certainly quit it without diſ- 
honour; luckily for him all Europe was 
lulled in a profound peace, we ſay luckily, 
for had his arm been wanted, the duty he 
owed his country would ſuffer him on no 
terms to have accepted the above propoſal; 
| in 


) 
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n the preſent poſture of affairs he embraced 
it with ſo good a grace as from that moment, 


OW 
her made the old gentleman's heart entirely his 
de- OWN. 

8 

uſt The next thing I have to propoſe, my 


dear boy, continued he, regards more par- 
ticularly the happineſs of yourſelf and my 
daughter; you ſay you are maſter of nine 
thouſand pounds—now I begin to be ſo well 
pleaſed with you, that I have determined, 
»n-f this day, to make it up twenty, beſides which, 
vas at my death, all I am poſſeſſed of ſhall be 
to yours, but added he, it is neceflary with 
vas your leave that ſome kind of W might 
be premiſed. 


th Your generoſity, ſir, overcomes me, he 
if. replied, do as you pleaſe, direct every thing, 
vas I am ready to execute whatever you propoſe. 


he Very well, very well, I ſee it is as Sir 
no James ſaid, I am really proud of you already; 
; leave it then to me, you ſhall not loſe by 
in . the 


20  DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 


the good opinion you have of my generoſity; _ 
I will go directly and give orders to my 
lawyer the ſettlement will be ſhort, and I 
truſt, by to-morrow, ready for ſigning. 


Here the conference broke off, and they 
parted the beſt friends in the world: to ſhew 
that he had a perfect reliance on his ſon's 
honour, Mr. Darlington, before the day was 
concluded, put into his hands ſecurities for 
eleven thouſand pounds, and the next even- 
ing preſented him with a deed of ſettlement, 
faying, if you do not like my method, ſpeak 
freely, and I will not be offended; with theſe 
words he left him at liberty to peruſe the 
writing, the purport of which was, that the 
furviver, either huſband or wife, ſhould be 
intitled to the whole fortune at his or her diſ- 
poſal for ever, except five thouſand pounds 
which Mr. Fairfax had the abſolute right of 
bequeathing. 
Before he could well conſider pro and con, 
every advantage, or diſadvantage, of this 
ſettlement the banker returned, he deſired, 
with an air of impatience, that his ſon would 
communicate 
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communicate his ſentiments on the terms 
propoſed, yet, without giving him time to 
declare them, PRIN thus. 


The reaſon for my falling on this expe 
dient was as much for your advantage as for 
the advantage of my daughter; I hv you 
both, and hope I ſhall have no reaſon to re- 
pent.my good intentions towards you; now 
if Lucy dies firſt, this writing makes you 
heir to all I die poſſeſt of: on the other hand, 
ſuppoſe you are taken off, doubtleſs, ſhe is 
my natural heir, and ſhould you leave her 
no children, why I hope a ſecond marriage 
might be more ſucceſsful, conſequently my 
fortune would ſtill deſcend to her iſſue, which, 
you will allow, is right and juſt—ſo far 1 
have - conſidered your mutual intereſt, but 
you may perceive I have not been inſenſible 
of your reſpect for me, by rewarding it with 
a larger power than I have even given my 
daughter; ſhe cannot leave a ſixpence from 
you; Whereas, out of your original nine 


thouſand pounds, you are at liberty to be- 
queath 
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queath five to whom you pleaſe, ſo that upon 
the whole, ſon, I think I have made no bad 
bargain for you. 


Mr. Fairfax expreſſed a proper ſenſe of 
gratitude, but ventured at hinting a wiſh, 
that ſome kind of proviſion might be made 
for children, if Providence ſhould be diſpoſ- 
ed to bleſs him and his Lucy with any. 


Perhaps, replied the old man, I may be 
whimſical, perhaps too, you may think me 
obſtinate ; be that as it will, let me hear no 
more on this ſubject; yet I am not angry, 
becauſe your deſire 1s what moſt men are 
fools enough to call prudent and laudable; 
now my opinion is quite contrary—no, no, 
if you would be happy in your children al- 
ways keep the ſtaff, ſon, in your own hands; 
never let them hear of independence; no 
doubt you will take care of your children, 
every parent does that; give them whatever 
fortune you think proper, but let it come 
from yourſelves at their marriages, or at 

your 
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your deaths, in that caſe they vill think | 
3 x themſelves obliged to their parents; a ſettle- 
ment ſerves only to make them head- ſtrong 


and diſobedient. 
f 
4 Whatever were the ſentiments of Lucy's 
10 huſband he found it abſolutely neceſſary to 


coincide with thoſe of the banker, ſo that 
every thing was that day amicably concluded. 


It was alſo agreed that the young couple 


ſhould live with their father in the city till 
a houſe and equipage were provided for 
them at the politer end of the town, which 
was to be done entirely at the old gentleman's 
expence, whoſe darling paſſion for upwards 
of forty years, had been ſmothered beneath 
mountains of gold, that paſſion now burſt 
out with ſuch violent impetuoſity, that the 
mountains melted before it, nor was any 
method thought on to ſtop the conſuming 
conflagration. 
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That a man grown old in the buſineſs of 
emaſſing thouſands upon thouſands, ſhould 
all at once betray a ſtronger inclination to 


diſſipate than he had even ſhewn to accumu- 


late his wealth—that a miſer ſhould turn 


prodigal after three ſcore and fix, is, we 


confeſs, a phenomenon, yet this marvellous 
change really happened to our citizen; but 
that the reader may not imagine we are im- 


Poſing on his judgment in paſſing the bounds 


of probability, we beg leave to preſent him 
with Mr. Darlington's early character. 


He was the younger branch of a very re- 
ſpectable family, and having three elder 
brothers, ſaw but a diſtant view of poſſeſſing 
the-eſtate, yet was addicted to pleaſure and 
expence—he had a mixture in his conſtitution 
of low ambition, more properly called pride, 
and a ſpecies of generoſity, that ſometimes 
ſhewed itſelf in actions from which a more 
finiſhed character might have received luſtre; 
he was obſtinate, though within the reach of 
conviction—paſſionate, but not ill temper- 
ed — 


DELBOROVOH FAMILY. 28 


ed immoderately fond of ſhew and oſten- 


: tation, which with the moſt contemptible 
5 opinion of women in general, formed his 


character before he entered into trade. 


Nothing could be more mortifying than 
that event which took place at the earneſt 
ſolicitation of his real friends; and it was 
many years ere he could reconcile himſelf 
to the drudgery of buſineſs. Perpetual ſuc- 
ceſs in accumulating riches, at length got 
the better of his natural inclinations, he had 
now no thought but how to turn every ſhil- 
ling to advantage, effecting it ſometimes at 
the expence of honeſty and conſcience. Ha- 
bitual diſtruſt of the female ſex had made 
him ſeclude his daughter from all mankind, 
till by accident meeting with a lover, ſhe 
ſoon convinced him what little purpoſe his 
ſuperabundant care had anſwered, But we 
ſhould firſt have faid, that on entering into 
trade a fair city dame, with a good fortune, 
received his vows at the altar, and prudendly 
thinking her preſence might be ſome inter- 
VOL, I, E ruption 
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ruption to her huſband's buſineſs, retired to 
the other world, after preſenting him with 
an exact copy of her perſonal and mental 
perfections. 


No ſooner was the exaſperated father con- 
vinced that Lucy had married the brother 
of a Noble Lord, than all his latent ambition 
revived with redoubled vigor—he had a for- 
tune to ſupport their nobility, and he even 
determined (better late than never) to exhibit 
once more his diminutive perſon in the gay 
world, accordingly he ſettled his affairs, re- 
tired from buſineſs, and accompanied his 
ſon and daughter to Berkley- Square, giving 
orders for a magnificent ſuit of rooms to be 
ſet apart for his ſole and ſeparate uſe.— He 
preſented the young couple with a ſuperb 
equipage, beſpeaking another for himſelf, 
lined with roſe- coloured velvet, and if we 
are obliged to ſpeak the truth, ornamented it 
with more arms than he had any pretenſions 
to quarter ; though, had he ſtuck to his own, 
few families would have occaſion to bluſh at 
his alliance, 
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His dreſs underwent as compleat a tranſ- 
formation as his manners, the crimſon cap, 
of which in a former chapter we have made 
honorable mention, gave place to one of 
blue ſattin finely embroidered, his thread-bare 
coat, which uſed to cover his fleſh-bare bones 
of a morning in the counting-houſe, was 
thrown aſide for a blue damaſk night-gown, 
finiſhed in the higheſt taſte—the ſpectacles 
were exchanged for a hand glaſs —his dreſſed 
cloaths richly laced—and his wig fuperbly 
flowing—in ſhort he was ſo well pleaſed with 
his preſent appearance and fituation, that he 
grudged not the ſacrificing his youth for 
their attainment. 
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FR ARS. FAIRFAX inherited fo much 
of her father's original diſpoſition, that 
ſhe entered into all the extravagant diſſipations 
of high life with avidity, and purſued them 
in their moſt rapid courſes Debar a youth 
from every other liquor than water during 
his minority, and when he is intruſted with 
the conduct of himſelf, he will venture firſt 
to ſip the pernicious juices, be delighted with 
the flavour, take larger draughts, and at laſt 
wallow in a ſtate of intoxication, 


-. 
” ® g— amm Fre 161 


Take a girl from confinement and obſcu- 


rity, who knows no more of life; than that 
| | ſhe 
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ſhe eats, drinks and ſleeps; carry her into 
the beau monde, let her taſte of pleaſure, 
and the effects will be exactly ſimilar, at 
leaſt it was the ſame in the inſtance now 
before us. Lucy had no enjoyment but in 
public, ſhe frequented every aſſembly, ſhone 
at the theatres, and loſt her money freely at 
the card table. Mr. Fairfax, who at firſt 
reluctantly followed the plan into which he 
had been dragged by the influence of his 
h I wife and her father, now found his ſcruples 


4 grow leſs and leſs every day, till at aſt he 
as abſolutely, through cuſtom, became as in- 
m fadtuated to ſhow as the banker, and equally 


ch devoted to diffipation as Mrs. Fairfax her- 
8 ſelf. 0 
It ſeemed the entire emulation of this 

little family, who ſhould ſquander with the 
greateſt profuſion ; ſuch a word as ceconomy 

had never been heard amongſt them ſince 

the banker's renouncing it — nor did the- 

birth of a ſon at all abridge their notions of 


expence, he was dreſſed in the ſuperbeſt man- 
ä C3 ner, 
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ner, attended like a prince, and at ſtated times 
admitted to their preſence, which were the 
only duties they thought it incumbent on 
themſelves to diſcharge. 


Thirteen years had flown rapidly away, 
winged with pleaſures, before one ſingle idea 
occurred to this intoxicated family, that in 
purſuit of them they had all this time been 
facrificing their peace, their health, their 
fortune, Mr. Fairfax firſt made this im- 
portant diſcovery, he entered into a ſerious 
converſation with the old gentleman, regard- 
ing a ſubject which began to alarm him; 
he on the contrary being determined not to 
alter his plan, but to live all the days of his 
life, laughed at ſo ridiculous a ſuppoſition 
as that their riches ſhould ever be exhauſted; 
diſmiſſing his ſon- in- law with this aſſurance, 
that there was not the leaſt occaſion to re- 
trench, 


Obliged to appear ſatisfied, though in his 
heart doubting the OY of Mr. Darling- 
| ton's 
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ton's aſſertions, he prudently turned his 
thoughts on the five thouſand pounds which | 
remained at his own diſpoſal, and unknown 
even to his wife, immediately veſted it in 
the hands of Sir James Edmonds and another 
truſtee, for the ſole and ſeparate uſe of his 
ſon ; at the ſame time, by recommendation 
of his old friend the Baronet, he fixed on a 
worthy divine, well verſed in polite learning, 
and no ſtranger to the neceſſary modes of 
education, which ſhould form the man of 
faſhion, to govern and inſtruct his ſon. 


Theſe cautions were by no means un- 
neceſſary, for had he delayed them another 
year, death would have fruſtrated the inten- 
tions which he now lived to ſee happily ex- 
ecuted; a cold, unfortunately taken at a 
time when his blood was heated with exer- 
ciſe, put an end to his exiſtence, at the age 
of forty-three ; his father-in-law, who loved 
him better than any earthly thing, a magnifi- 
cent table, ſhowy cloaths, and ſuperb equipage 
excepted, grieved as much as he was capable 

C 4 of 
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of grieving, at his premature death, and the t 
Euphinan Matron, teſtified her ſorrow, by I 
conforming punctually to every mode of f 
done widowhood. f 


When this event happened, Mrs. Fairfax 
was three months gone with child, ſhe had 
often been in a ſimilar ſituation, during the 
laſt thirteen years of her marriage ; but the 
fatigues of a life devoted to a conſtant hurry 
of public amuſements, had rendered the kind i t. 
intentions of Providence abortive, inſtead of k 
ſeeing herſelf ſurrounded by a ſmiling circle tt 
of endearing infants, her own giddy impru- tl 
dence had prevented even their appearance P 
in the world, and fo little was her heart accuſ- i 
tomed to the amiable feelings of a mother, fr 
that her inclinations felt no manner of vio- t 
lence in conſenting to her only ſon's being Ml V 

removed to a conſiderable diſtance from her, . 
when placed under the tuition of Dr. Harvey, il ©: 
who was of too much conſequence himſelf, WM 
to accept the truſt on any other terms, than 
having the child an inmate of his own family; . 

the 
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the father's approbation was obtained from 
motives of ſenſe and prudence, the mother's 
from abſolute indifference, the grandfather's 
from a deſire that the heir of his riches may 
not have his education entirely neglected. 


The neceſſary confinement which attended 
the death of her huſband, had ſuch an effect 
on the conſtitution of Mrs. Fairfax, that ſhe 
once more became a mother, and gave birth 
to a female infant, as lovely as nature in her 
kindeſt diſpoſition ever formed; but alas, 
this bleſling was beſtowed in vain, the 
thoughtleſs parent, as ſoon as decency would 
permir, returned to her former pleaſures, 
which ſhe had only abandoned for a time 
from the moſt faſhionable motives, and even 
then regretted every moment, which the 
world was obliged to ſuppoſe ſhe had dedi- 
cated to the memory of an indulgent hut 
band. 


Contenting herſelf with the care Dr. Har- 
vey took of her ſon's education, and much 
Cs too 


| 
i 
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too fine a lady to conform with that vulgar 


duty which ſome mothers think indiſpenſible, 


her infant daughter could by no means in- 
terrupt her amuſements for a moment. The 
banker, who had now ſeen his eighty- ſecond 
year, betook. himſelf to reſt in the firft ten 
months of his daughter's widowhood, leaving 
her no more than ten thouſand pounds, the 
only poor remains of one hundred and twenty 
which he brought with him from Lombard- 
Street. This laſt cataſtrophe ſo far opened 
the widow's eyes, without having any effect 
on her heart, that ſhe ſaw plainly it would 
be impoſſible to ſupport her former ſplen- 
dour, but reſolved not to give up thoſe de- 
lightful purſuits, ſtill in her power to pro- 
cure at the expence of prudence. 


In purſuance of this determination, her 
large houſe of three hundred was given up 


for one of four-ſcore pounds a year, the 


number of her ſervants reduced in propor- 
tion, and her gilt coach, with ſix Roan 
mares, converted to a plain chariot and pair ; 

| but 


ut 


DELBOROUGH . FAMILY. 35 


but {till ſhe had her routs, dinners of two 
courſes, evening collations, and as much 
company as her ſmall apartments would con- 
tain ; all this might have held out ſome time 
longer, though a heavy catalogue of debts 
had already accumulated againſt her, but 
two unfortunate nights at hazard did the 
buſineſs effectually, and left her with her 
daughter, now ten years old, in the jaws of 
want, miſery and deſpair. 


2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


AIR and ſoftly gentle reader, we are 

not entertaining you with a ſtory of a 
cock and a bull, we have only been relating, 
and that in as conciſe a manner as poſſible, 
the life and adventures of our hero's pro- 
genitors. 


From a ftripling of thirteen we fhall paſs 
over fix years dedicated to the improvement 
of every mental and corporeal accompliſh- 
ment. Dr. Harvey was an old man, his 
hoary head had been chaffed with the balſam 
of experience, he was making the ſhort voy- 
age of life, accompanied by reſignation, tho 


often 
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often in his paſſage, obliged to pledge the 


unfortunate in their bitter beverege of afflicti- 
on—few men had been more unhappy, few 
had ſo large a ſhare of underſtanding to 
ſupport the innumerable attacts of ſorrow, 
his ſorrows were not of a common complexi- - 
on ; he was bleſſed with many friends and 
the general love of all who knew him, his 
fortune too was eaſy, at leaſt to him who 
never knew expenſive luxury, was abundant- 


ly ſufficient, yet a ſecret grief rankled in his 
| boſom, and deſtroyed the power of confola- 
tion? a ray of delight, 2 ſmile of joy, would 
ſometimes animate his dejeted countenance, 


whilſt conveying inſtruction to his attentive 
pupil, whoſe young mind thirſted after know- 
ledge, and expanded itſelf to recerve the 
wholſome couneiis of wiſdom. = 


Dr. Harvey loved him with paternal fond- 


neſs, in the culture of thoſe virtues which 


every day made large ſhoots towards per- 
fection, he almoſt forgot that he was child- 


lets, till a guſhing tear would force its paſſage 


to 
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to ſpeak the woe of recollection, even theſe 
tears by increaſing tenderneſs for his beloved 
charge, and the aſſiſtance of time's wonder- 
working efficacy, were at length dried up, 
his chearfulneſs in fome degree returned 
he felt the ſenſations of a father's tranſports, 
and few fathers ever acquitted themſelves 
with ſo much juſtice to their real offspring, 
as he did to this ſon of his adoption. 


Ae accepted the truſt from no pecuniary 

motive, and ſoon after receiving the young 
gentleman as one of his family, he relinquiſh- 
ed a handſome ſalary annexed to the employ- 
ment, nor ever could, by any means, be pre- 
vailed on to accept the ſmalleſt gratuity. 
Next to Dr. Harvey nobody loved or admi- 
red our hero, more than Sir James Edmonds, 
he was always a welcome viſitor to his fa- 
mily - they lived but a few miles diſtance 
the two old gentlemen had been many years 


united by the ſtrongeſt bonds of friendſhip. 


Mrs. Fairfax never interrupted the courſe 
of her ſon's ſtudies by requiring his attend- 
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ance in town, till his father was given over 
by his phyſicians, and notwathitanding the 
haſte he then made to obey her commands, 
he arrived too late for any other porpoſe 
than to witneſs the funeral obſequies, per- 
formed with all that fooliſh parade of pomp 
and expence, which when living were the 
darling paſſions of his ſoul, From this cir- 
cumſtance alone, our hero very naturally 
concluded, his mother muſt have found her- 
ſelf poſſeſt of immenſe riches, for which 
reaſon he might apply his little patrimony as 
would beſt fuit his inclinations, they had 
always pointed to the army, and being de- 
termined, with the conſent of his parent and 
guardians, to purchaſe a.. commiſſion, he ſet 
about improving himſelf in the military ſtudy, 
with indefatigable pains, and returned no 
more to Dr. Harvey, till his education was 
compleatly finiſhed in thoſe particulars, which 
are only attainable in public ſchools, though 
the more valuable foundation he owed to 
the benevolent offices of private friendſhip. 


6 . 
We 
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We ſhall not detain our readers with lead- 
ing them on ſtep by ſtep till he had gained 
the ſummit of his wiſhes, but preſent him 
to their better acquaintance, a ſoldier, a ſcho- 
lar, and a fine gentleman, glowing with the 
youthful vigour of nineteen, graceful, in a 
manly reſolute deportment, amiably intereſt- 
ing, poſſeſt of all the milder virtues, mercy, be- 
nevolence and affection; his animated features 
from thoſe delicate feelings of a poliſhed mind, 
received far greater advantages, than does 
the worn-out complexion of beauty from 
paint and waſhes. He did not enter into 
the ſervice becauſe he thought a red coat 
more becoming than any other colour—be- 
cauſe of the ladies partiality to a cockade—or 
becauſe the life of an officer has ſometimes 
the charm of idleneſs to recommend it.— 
He really felt the true military ardour, under 
the dominion of which, he early eſtabliſhed 
a reputation, which others ſpend their whole 
lives in only endeavouring to attain. 


Colonel H——, under whom he had 


ſerved, ſpeaking of him once in George's 
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coffee-houſe, theſe were his words, the 
honeſt fervour with which they were pro- 
nounced engraved them on my Memory. —- 
Fairfax I have known long; he is an excel- 
lent young man—a worthy member of ſoci- 
ety—an honour to his profeſſion. I have 
ſeen him in the field of battle: I have ſeen 
bis firm arm lifted againſt the foe of his 
country. His dauntleſs intrepidity at that 
moment has inſpired even timidity itſelf with 
emulation. Again, I have ſeen him viſiting 
the afflicted priſoners in their joyleſs confines 
in the hoſpitals, covered with wounds; he 
has perſonally adminiſtered to their relief; 
once conquered they were no longer his 
enemies; they were his brother ſoldiers, his 
brother ſoldiers in diſtreſs. © By heaven,” 
continued he, © had this glorious youth been 
the ſon of Julius Cæſar, his private and his 
public actions would have done honour to the 
memory of his father.” 


Thinking the above character a ſufficient 
recommendation to his own ſex, if any of 
_ 


42 DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 


them ſhould condeſcend to peruſe our work, 
we ſhall next aſſure the Ladies, that he 
wanted none of thoſe external charms and 
accompliſhments, without which we would 
not preſume to introduce him to their favour; 
but as we do not wiſh, and, indeed, ſhould 
be highly mortified to have our faithful hiſ- 
tory claſſed amongſt thoſe performances 
which owe their merit intirely to fiction. 
Pardon us if we do not tell you he was 
beautiful as the God of Love. Excuſe us 
from deſcribing the brilliancy of his eyes, the 
whiteneſs of his teeth, the luxurious quantity 
or colour of his hair, and ſuffer us to con- | 
clude our chapter with this aſſertion of the 
poet, that, take him all in all, we ſhall not 
meet his fellow,” 


CHAP, 
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CHAP, V. 


AVING, as we imagine, properly in- 
troduced the hero of our ſtory, we 
ſhall return to that fatal æra, which plunged 
into extreme miſery his ill-guided and moſt 
imprudent mother, the natural, but melan- 
choly conſequence of a criminal miſconduct. 
He was at this time advanced to the rank of 
captain, covered with laurels, and daily reap- 
ing new ones in the boundleſs field of honor. 
His heart exulted in the harveſt. of valour; 
it was unacquainted with misfortunes. Some 
momentary ſenſations of ſorrow it had ex- 
perienced, but theſe ſorrows were the ſweet 
effuſions of filial, of fraternal love, of grati- 
tude 
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tude and of friendſhip. If he dropped a 
tear at parting from a mother, a ſiſter, and a 
friend, to whom he owed the tendereſt obli- 
gations, it was mingled with a pleaſing hope 
of returning to them with additional worth, 
The ſame ſentiment followed him thro! all his 
glorious enterpriſes, and puſhed him on to 
actions of ne ver- fading luſtre. A letter from 
Mrs. Fairfax could not fail to exhilerate his 
ſpirits. She always addreſſed him in terms 
of affectionate approbation ; for though her 
follies were ſo cloſely woven in with her ex- 
iſtence, as to make a ſeparation almoſt 
impoſſible, yet the character he had fo juſtly 
acquired made her, in ſome meaſure, feel 
what it was to be the parent of ſuch a ſon. 
With his ufual eagerneſs he broke the ſeal 
of a packet, from which his ſanguine expec- 
tations formed the moſt lively ideas of plea- 
ſure. He was diſappointed. It was his 
firſt diſappointment, at leaſt the firſt mate- 
rial one he had ever encountered, its effects 
therefore were doubly ſevere and inſupporta- 
ble, He caſt his eyes on this alarming ſen- 
* a ; tence, 
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tence, © Pity your diſtracted mother!“ and 
her command was inſtantly obeyed. He 
ſhuddered with apprehenſion. He pauſed 
before he could proceed to examine the cauſe 
of this exclamation ; that he had loſt a ſiſter, 
ſtruck his confuſed imagination. The letter 
trembled in his hands—his lips quivered—a 
tear, ſuch a tear as his affection for the little 
Emily demanded, ſtole down his manly cheek. 
« Lovely, amiable child!“ cried he, “ but, 
perhaps, the froſt of death has not yet nip'd 
thy infant beauties ; perhaps, thou art only 
viſited by ſickneſs ; a parent's fears, a pa- 
rent's tender anxiety, may have aſcertained 
a misfortune, yet avoidable.” He haſtened 
to have this comfortable ſuppoſition con- 
firmed. Again his eyes were fixed on the 
fatal letter : It almoſt reduced him to a ſtate 
of perfect inſenſibility. It was wrote in the 
bitterneſs of deſpair—in the agonizing hor- 
rors of frenzy; no expreſſions but its own 
can ſpeak the torturing explanation. 


LETTER. 
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LE 1 3-B *. 


« Pity thy diſtracted mother! Spare her 
the ſhame of humbling her devoted head 
beneath thy reproaches. Thou dareſt not, 
Charles—a ſon dares not reproach his parent. 
Where am I ? What have I done ? Fly, 
fly, to protect me! Mercileſs wretches ! will 
not my all ſuffice ? Muſt the very cloaths of 
my poor defenceleſs child—muſt they go 
oo ? Emily, do not weep—do not cling 
about me for protection. My ſon, my ſon, 
ſupport us both, or we both periſh ! Yet 
me thou canſt not ſupport. God, God, my 
brain is on fire ! Shall I hve to be upbraided ? 
No, no, no ; I have hved too long already, 
threatened with a priſon, ſurrounded in my 
own houſe by fellows, whoſe very looks 
carry deſtruction! Vile harpies of the law; 
fiends, who will not ſuffer even my ſenſes to 
eſcape them! O Charles, Charles, what a 
poor infatuated creature have I been! Too 


often turning from the eager ſolicitations of my 
creditors, 
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creditors,. they are now deaf to my intreaties, 
to my prayers; even on my knees have I 
intreated the relentleſs monſters ! Three, a 
little three months, is all the reſpite I can 
obtain. If my affairs are not ſettled within 
that time, then, O then ; but I ſhall 
not live to ſuffer the horrid diſgrace, yet, 
whilſt I do live, will I heap eternal execra- 
tions on myſelf. What a fortune have I 
ſquandered lin the purſuit too of everlaſt- 
ing remorſe. My ſon avoid the vice which 
has reduced thy mother to infamy—ayoid it 
as thou would'ſt her irrevocable maledicti- 
on—be not flattered into the fatal ſeduction 
of cards or dice, under the falſe appellation 
of an amuſement, they once appeared to me 
in that innocent light—they ſoon became my 
buſineſs, and my ruin.—Had I fallen alone, 
thoſe bitter pangs of conſcience had been 
ſpared me, at leaſt the moſt bitter I am ca- 
pable of feeling. —=My child, my poor de- 
ſerted child, is it not enough that thy guilty 
mother has plunged thee deep in miſery, 
muſt ſhe think of leaving thee to ſtruggle 
| with 
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with negle&t and poverty, can ſhe talk of 
hiding her own confuſion in the grave, and 
leaving thee alone to oppoſe an army of 
misfortunes ſhe herſelf has raiſed againſt thee— 
O my God! fave me from the diſtracting 
idea ! the great, the merciful being, has grant- 
ed my petition, he grants me a moment's 
interval of ſerenity, he bids me turn to thee, 
my ſon, my dear excellent ſon, for conſolation, 
whatever be my fate, receive as the laſt gift 
of my love, the guardianſhip of thy infant 
ſiſter, guide her youth, protect her innocence, 
provide for her neceſſities, and be to my gen- 
tle Emily a better parent than her, whoſe 
ſorrows muſt ſoon draw to a final concluſion— 
In the fame proportion as you comply with 
this laſt requeſt, may the Almighty God 
pour on you his eternal bleſſings.” The 
heart of Mr. Fairfax, dutiful and benevolenr, 
trembled at the receipt of this letter, com- 
mon minds cannot feel as he felt, his grief 
vas too great for utterance. 


Colonel H. the old officer, who ſpoke of 


him in George's coffee-houſe, entered his 
3 tent 
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tent at this moment, the letter was ſtill open 
in his extended hand, he was not aſhamed 
of an amiable weakneſs, yet he turned away 
his face, wiſhing rather to conceal it in the 
preſence of his ſuperior officer, vain were his 
efforts, the Colonel under a rough appear- 
ance poſſeſſed infinite penetration, blended 
with compaſſion, he ſaw his concern and 
preſſed to be made , acquainted with the 
cauſe, in terms ſo generous and friendly, that 
after a moment's heſitation, our young ſoldier 
was 'prevailed on to diſcover his mother's 
ſituation, concealing nothing but that her 
misfortunes were ſelf-accumulated ; he had, 
trom his firſt acquaintance with this worthy 
veteran, received numberleſs proofs of un- 
common attention and regard, he held; him 
in the higheſt veneration, and was not ſorry 
an opportunity had offered to conſult him on 
the 1 immergency o his affairs. 


_ Having laid hefoek bim the ſituation o. 
his beloved mother and ſiſter, he aſked with 
an air of melancholy eagerneſs, if he might 
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not in ſuch a caſe, reſign his commiſſion with 
honor and fly to their protection. By no 
means, by no means, haſtily replied Colonel 
H-—— I love you too well to adviſe a ſtep 
abſolutely contrary to the character you are 
now obliged to ſupport, that character is 
yet mats infancy, a brave tried ſoldier quit- 
ing his poſt in time of danger, forfeits his 
former glory; perhaps his private reaſons 
may be as forcible as thoſe by which you 
are actuated; do not think yourſelf, my friend, 
the only man who has felt the ſharp tooth 
of forrow—by quitting the army at this criſis, 
you will caſt an indelible ſtain on your re- 
putation, which has, I have witneſſed opened 
with the brighteſt proſpects, put it not in 
the power of a malicious world to doubt 
your conduct, the characteriſtick of a ſoldier 
is valour, happy would it have been for that 
man by whom it is forfeited, even in appear- 
ance, that his name had never been diſtin- 
guiſhed, rather than have it branded with 
the moſt diſgraceful of all appellations, and 
the glory-of his carly fame for ever tarniſhed. 
302 7 Here 
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Here he pauſed, Captain Fairfax reſted 
his face on the good man's ſhoulder, his 
agitations were powerful, he ſobbed aloud, 
generous, beſt of men, ſaid he, recovering 
his voice, do not hate me for a propoſition 
which now covers me with confuſion, I 
acknowledge you to be the preſerver of my 
peace and honor—Alas my mother Great 
God what will become of her! - Diſtraction 
is in the thought! My ſiſter too Unhappy 
ſon, unhappy brother, Why, why am I pre- 
vented from flying to your reſcue - My life 
would be a cheap purchaſe for ſo great a 
felicity as the reſtoring you to happineſs; 
but the name of coward, I cannot, will not, 
dare not incur it, even for your preſer- 
vation—he could ſay no more, his eyes were 
fixed on the ground, his breaſt heaved with 
conflicting paſſions. 


My dear worthy boy, cried Colonel H 
catching him in his arms, do not think the 
heart of an old ſoldier is callous to the attacks 


of humanity, think not I condemn this vir- 
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tuous ſenſibility, witneſs the ſympathetic tear 
which I do not wiſh to wipe away unnoticed, 
I leave you for a moment, continued he, on 
my return I ſhall diſcover if you really merit 
the affection I feel for you. With this am- 
biguous expreſſion he left the tent, and Cap- 
tain Fairfax being ſoothed and flattered by 
the Colonel's tenderneſs, now began to re- 
cover ſome degree of compoſure.— He had 
ſtill remaining of the original five thouſand 
pounds, ſettled on him by his father, three 
thouſand five hundred, his commiſtion having 
coſt him fifteen hundred pounds, and this 
ſum, when he came capable of entertaining 
reflection, afforded him the pleaſing proſpect 
of ſatisfying his mother's creditors, and alſo 
of providing her and his ſiſter, at leaſt with 
the neceſſaries of life; full of this chearing 
idea, he wondered he had given way to the 
firſt tumults of deſpair, and immediately ſat 
down to acquaint Sir James Edmonds and 
Dr. Harvey of his mother's unhappy fitu- 
ation, yielding up to their care his fortune 
for her uſe and that of his ſiſter, recommend- 


ing 
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ing them ſtrongly to their protection, till he 
ſhould have it in his power to return to 
England —he likewiſe wrote Mrs. Fairfax — 
his letter was formed for conſolation, not a 
word, not a hint of her misconduct, he even 
tried to baniſh the recollection of it from 
his memory, or if it would intrude, he op- 
poſed it as the enemy of his peace - with filial 
duty — benevolent excuſes - and the tendereſt 
pity. Having finiſhed thoſe letters, he was 
walking about his tent with that ſerenity 
of aſpect, which always will follow actions 
of duty and generoſity, ſuch as he had juſt 
been performing when the Colonel returned. 


Why this is as it ſnould be, cried the brave 
old veteran, delighted with the ſudden alte- 
ration viſible on the countenance of Captain 
Fairfax, this is as it ſhould be, I now pro- 
nounce you a lad of reſolution, one thing 
more, and you inſure my friendſhip for ever, 
take this (holding out a folded paper) if you 
refuſe ſo poor a proof of my kindneſs, you 
and I muſt drop all further acquaintance. 
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On ſuch terms it was impoſſible to refuſe, 
he therefore took it, and was going to ex- 
amine it when his friend ſtopped him, no, no, 
faid he, not in my preſence, nor let me ever 
from this moment, hear a ſyllable about the 
contents, not one ſyllable young gentleman, 
added he, with a good humoured ſmile, or 
I ſhall have you tried on a Court Martial 
for diſobeying orders, 


Our hero kiſſed the hand of his benefactor, 


promiſed to obey his NO 4 and they 
walked out together, 


That our readers may not ſuffer the pangs 
ef fruitleſs curioſity, we ſhall take this oppor- 
tunity to inform them, that the above-mention- 
ed paper contained a draught on a noted agent, 
in favor of Mrs. Fairfax, or order, for three 
hundred pounds —and likewiſe muſt affure 
them at the ſame time, that her amiable ſon 

laid it by, till a proper eccaſion might offer 
for returning it, without offending the feelings 
of his generous friend. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. YL 


T the return of the Courier from 
England, by which thoſe Letters men- 
tioned in the former chapter had been diſ- 
patched, Captain Fairfax recerved a pacquet, 
which he knew by the ſuperſcription to come 
from Sir James Edmonds, he broke the ſeal 
with impatience, and read as fullows : 


MY DEAR SIR, 
te Immediately on the receipt of your 
favor, the contents of which gave me real 
concern, I ſet out for London, accompanied 
by our good friend Dr. Harvey, and found 
your mother in a very indifferent ſtate of 
- D 4 health, 
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health, and much dejected by the ſudden re- 
verſe of fortune ſhe has lately experienced. 
Her affairs were indeed complicated, but 
not ſo bad as I expected, it came within the 
compaſs of my power to make her eaſy on 
that ſcore—you will be burthened with no 
debt, and may hereafter be at liberty to be- 
ſtow on your ſiſter whatever proof of kind- 
neſs you think proper, but at preſent I muſt 
requeſt to be allowed the ſatisfaction of act- 
ing towards her in all reſpects as a father, at 
leaſt till you are properly ſettled in life, and 
then if you inſiſt on the reſignation of my 
charge, I will endeavour to comply. On 
theſe terms you may command my aſſiſt- 
ance in every other ſcheme you can propoſe : 
Emily is the moſt lovely child I ever beheld. 
Your old acquaintances, my daughters Dormer 
and Ediwin, idolize the dear girl, they will 
always love her, as well on your account as 
her own, your mother and ſhe are both with 
us in the country, would to God Mrs. Fair- 
fax could receive any benefit from the change 
of air, however ſhe is perfectly compoſed, 

| and 
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and not diſpleaſed with her ſituation in my 
family, ſhe is too weak to write, but bleſſes 
the dutiful attention of her beloved and ex- 
cellent fon. 


Providence has endowed you with thoſe 
warm and tender paſſions which are the or- 
naments of humanity, it has alſo given you 
an uncommon degree of reaſon to govern 
and keep them in ſubjection; in you there- 
fore it wonld be ungrateful, nay even highly 
criminal to repine at its awful diſpenſations. 
Your mother, (ſorry am I to be the con- 
veyancer of tidings that muſt affſict you,) 
your mother is viſited by two very ſkilful 
phyſicians, but alas, my dear fir, they do 
not pretend to flatter us, medicines will 
too often fail in many diſorders, in the cafe 
of Mrs. Fairfax, I dare not conceal the me 
lancholy truth, we have not the ſmalleſt hopes 
of their being effectual, ſummon therefore all 
your fortitude, all your reſolution to meet 
the blow which now ſeems inevitable, weigh 
welt the arguments preparing for you by 
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your beſt friend, Dr. Harvey—refuſe not 
the conſolation you will derive from his 
wiſdom and piety, and permit me once more 
to aſſure you that your amiable ſiſter ſhall be 
well educated, carefully protected, and ten- 
derly beloved by, my dear ſir, 
Your affectionate ſervant, 
James Epmonps.” 


The effects of this letter were far leſs vio- 
lent than what he had experienced at the 
Teceipt of that by which it had been pre- 
ceded, and he prepared for the expected 
event, which was confirmed in a few weeks, 
with manly fortitude and becoming reſignation. 


'This kingdom was juſt on the eve of a 
peace when Captain Fairfax obtained a ma- 
Jority, and very ſoon after his uncle, Lord 
Delborough, taking into conſideration the 
great probability there was that our hero 
might one day inherit the honours of his 
family, procured him the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel—the Earl had but one fon and he 


$1: happened 
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happened to be of a very delicate conſtitu- 
tion. With his brother, the father of Mr. 
Fairfax, he had quarrelled, many years prior 
to. his death, the difference was never re- 
conciled, he almoſt hated his memory, and 
when he got his ſon advanced in his pro- 
ſeſſion, it was not from motives of family 
affection, but family policy and family pride, 
it was alſo the only mark of favor or pro- 
tection this noble Peer had ever condeſcended 
to beſtow on his brother's repreſentative, 
and much greater it was than Colonel Fair- 
fax or any of his friends had reaſon to expect 
from his lordſhip, whoſe indifference and 
neglect towards his nephew had till then 
been ſtern and decided. 


About fourteen months after the above 
tranſaction, ſmiling peace once more viſited 
our iſland, we are no pokticians, therefore 
{hall not pretend to ſay whether we bought 
her ſalutary preſence at too extravagant a. 
price, or whether ſhe was uſhered in with 
that glorious ſplendor which many infatuated. 
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people thought her intitled to expect, we 
would only fay that ſhe reſtored Colonel 
Fairfax to his friends in Britain, who received 
the youthful warrior with every demonſtration 
of joy and gladneſs. 


He found Emily at this period more than 
his moſt ſanguine expectations could form 
an idea of, though greatly raiſed by the con- 
tinual accounts he received of her growing 
beauty and accompliſhments. Sir James had 
faithfully performed his engagement, he 
had ſpared no expence in rendering her edu- 
cation complete and uiciul, which together 
with a perſon perfectly charming, rendered 
her an object of univerſal admiration. 


Colonel Fairfax had no method of ſhewing 
his gratitude to her benefactor, ſo effectual 
as that of permitting her to remain. in his 
family. Sir James, who was by this time 
advanced in bis cightieth year, declared he 
ſhould not ſurvive the abſence of his little 
pratler, who was his nurſe, his phyſician and 
houſekceper, 
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Either Mrs. Dormer or Mrs Edwin by 
turns reſided with the old gentleman, and 
neither of them having any children of their 
own, they laviſhed all their fondneſs on the 
grateful and endearing Emily. 


Mrs. Dormer was a worthy good woman; 
Mrs. Edwin, polite, ſenſible and well-bred, 
the latter ſaw a great deal of genteel com- 
pany, and even the former who was of a 
more retired diſpoſition, enlarged her circle 
of - acquaintance, that Miſs Fairfax might 
loſe no advantage which it was in her power 
to procure. 


Notwithſtanding theſe mdulgences, no- 
thing but the ſtrongeft motive of gratitude 
could have prevailed on her brother to let 
Emily remain any longer in the country ; 
our readers will not be ſurpriſed at this 
aſſertion, when we tell them the ſacrifice was 
in all probability, no leſs than the favor of a 
dowager aunt, who wrote to affure him that 
by committing his ſiſter to her care, he would 

ſo 
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ſo highly oblige her, that at her death, * 
ſhould equally divide her fortune. 


He was embarraſſed by the propoſal— 
he knew not how to refuſe or accept, by the 
firſt he ſhould incur Lady Dorothy Petting's 
difpleaſure, by the latter make a worthy old 
man unhappy, to whom he owed innumerable 
obligations—gratitude to Sir James got the 
victory, he even concealed an offer ſo much 
to their advantage, that the Baronet might 
not know how much he had ſacrificed to 


_ friendſhip. 


Having determined this nice point, he 
wrote to his father's ſiſter, thanking her lady- 
ſhip for the honor ſhe intended him, and 
regretted that it was not immediately in his 
power to put Emily under her protection— 
he pleaded the delicate conſtitution of his 
ſiſter, much impaired by the meaſles, from 
which ſhe was but lately recovered, and en- 
forced this argument by the opinion of her 
phyſician, who declared nothing would. con- 

duce 
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duce to the eſtabliſhment of her health but 
air and exerciſe, from neither of which ſhe 
could hope advantage by removing to Lon- 
don—he concluded with faying that he was 
going to make the tour of Italy, ſhould re- 
ceive her Ladyſhip's commands in perſon, 
before he left England, and at his return 
have the honor and happineſs of preſenting 
his ſiſter, to a lady for whom he had the 


higheſt veneration. 


This letter may appear rather artful, but 
it contained real matters of fact; Emily's 
conſtitution was remarkably delicate, ' ſhe 
was juſt recovered from the meaſles, and he 
was preparing to ſpend the next carnival in 
Rome. 


There feems to have been a kind of happy 
fataliry attending this young gentleman from 
his early infancy ; to acquire the general love 
of mankind ſeldom falls to the lot of mor- 
tals, yet certain it is that thoſe who had 
once ſeen him wiſhed to be acquainted with 

him 


64 DELBOROUGH FAMILY, 


him, whilſt thoſe who were acquainted witlr 
him felt the warmeſt effuſions of friendſhip 
of which truth we can produce no better 
inſtances than Sir James Edmonds, Colonel 
H— and Dr. Harvey, the latter no ſooner 
found him determined on his fareign tour, 
than he reſolved to attend him; a favor 
thankfully received by the Colonel, who 
faw the happy advantages of ſuch a com- 
panion on his travels. 


Lady Dorothy was ſo highly exaſperated 
at the unexpected refuſal from her nephew, 
though given in the politeſt terms imaginable, 
that when he came to take his leave he was 
refuſed admittance, and actually left England 


the object of her rage and indignation. 


As he was above acting from low and in- 
tereſted motives, this mark of diſreſpect did 
not greatly chagrin him, eſpecially when he 
conſidered her ladyſhip's former inattention 
to himſelf and ſiſter ; for indeed till he had 
eſtabliſhed a reputation. which. reflected 

honor 
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honor on his family, and till Emily's beauty 
began to be every where celebrated, ſhe 
had not thought it worth her while to make 
the ſlighteſt inquiries after them, or even 
condeſcended to own them as her relations; 
no wonder then that Colonel Fairfax could 
not be ſeverely diſappointed, at her ſudden 
and capricious changes of humour, from 
cold to warm, from affectionate promiſes 
to ſilent contempt, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. vn. 


8 ER an abſence of two years abroad, 
| Colonel Fairfax received accounts of 
Sir James Edmonds” death, which gave him 
unaffected ſorrow, and being at that time 
about to leave Rome he haſtened his de- 
parture a few weeks, thinking his preſence 
in England would be now abſolutely neceſ- 
fary, not only to conſole Emily, who from 
infancy had regarded Sir James as her fi- 
ther, but alſo to direct her future eſtabliſh- 
ment, rightly judging a beautiful young 
woman deſtitute of fortune muſt be ſubject 
to many inconveniences, which made him 
eager to place her under his own immediate 
protection. 
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This deſign he communicated to Dr. Har- 
yey, Whoſe conſent muſt be previouſly 
obtained, before he could carry any plan 
he had formed into execution; at the ſame 
time he acquainted him with his intentions 
of ſettling two thouſand pounds on Emily, 
he was flattered with the good man's intire 
zpprobation, and orders were given to pre- 
pare every thing for their ſudden departure, 


They met with no accident that might 
retard their journey to Paris, where they 
propoſed ſtaying a few days in civility to 
ſome families of diſtinction, from whom 
they had received very particular marks of 
reſpect. 


The Marquis D'Stenvelle claimed their 
firſt attention, he was a nobleman of great 
power in the ſtate, and poſſeſt of . ſhining 
abilities, he lived in a princely ſtyle and 
entertained all ſtrangers with munificent 
hoſpitality ; he had in the early days of his 
life married an Engliſh lady, whoſe merit 

rendered 
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rendered her ſo extremely dear to him, that 
for her ſake he never miſſed an opportunity 
of heaping civilities on her country men. 


Colonel Fairfax had been often at his 
houſe, and beſides this national prejudice, 
the Marquis found in him ſo much real 
worth and honor, that during eight months 
paſſed at Paris in his way to Italy, he became 
poſſeſt of his moſt perfect eſteem, which 
was diſcovered by a thouſand expreſſions of 
kindneſs, and when he left him to purſue his 
tour, the Marquis felt much concern at 
parting, the amiable Marchioneſs partook 
of her Lord's regret, and Mademoiſelle St. 
Meara, their only daughter, was not without 
inſupportable conflicts, on the ſame occaſion ; 
the Pariſian ladies in general admired our 
hero, this beautiful and accompliſhed girl 
had not limited her feelings to the cold con- 
fines of admiration, ſhe was in love, but per- 
fectly unconſcious of her paſſion, ſhe attributed 
the tender emotions of her inexperienced 
heart to having followed the example of her 

parents 
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parents in their partiality to the agreeable 
Engliſhman, ſhe wiſhed he had been her 
brother, and thought ſhe regarded him with 
no more than a ſiſter's tenderneſs, a mind 
perfectly innocent governed her behaviour; 
artleſs, modeſt, and unreſerved, ſhe uſed him 
with that charming freedom conſiſtent with 
the connexion which ſhe imagined would 
have made her ſo happy, her eyes alone be- 
trayed a warmer attachment, and indeed they 
diſcovered ſo much ſenſibility that it was 
impoſlible to paſs unobſerved by the perſon 


| who had occaſioned it. — This diſcovery, 


which by a thouſand others would have been 
received with tranſport, had a far different 
effect on Colonel Fairfax. | 

We do not deſign to make a monſter of 
our hero, and preſent what was yet never 
found in the whole volume of nature's work, 
a faultleſs man, much leſs ſhall we detract 
from thoſe virtues which he eminently poſſeſt, 
candour then calls upon us to declare that 
che Colonel had never given cauſe for the 


fair 
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fair ſex to reproach him with cruelty, at the 
ſame time that his faux paux's were confined 
to ſuch who from their own imprudent ad- 


vances, made it almoſt impoſſible for a man 


of gallantry and politeneſs to reſiſt their 
attacks; but in regard to Mademoiſelle St. 
Meara, it was quite another affair, extreme 
youth, modeſty, and a ſpotleſs fame were 
her ſafeguards, under their ſanction, a vil- 
lain durſt not have preſumed on the moſt 
viſible preference in his favor, how then 
could a man of the ſtrifteſt and moſt honor- 
able principles? 


Had his heart been equally engaged with 
the lady's, he would have acted juſt as he 
did, when that happened not to be the caſe.— 
He would have flown from the temptation, 
and given her an opportunity by abſence, to 
call home her wandering affections; this he 
would have done, as much for his own ſake, 
as that of his miſtreſs; knowing the almoſt 
inſurmountable barriers, rank, fortune, and re- 
ligion had placed between them, His taſk 
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was much leſs difficult on the preſent occaſion: 
he acknowledged St. Meara, amiable, beatiful, 
and agreeable; but he acknowledged it with- 
out paſſion, he actually felt for her exactly 
thoſe ſentiments which ſhe vainly imagined 
ſhe had not exceeded in her preference for 
him—his were confirmed at parting—hers 
totally overthrown—he left her without emo- 
tion—ſhe beheld his departure with ſighs, 
with tears, with all the attendants of the men 
lively ſorrow. 1 


The Marquis inſiſted that he ſhould make 
them a viſit on his return, ſo that, when he 
again found himſelf at Paris, he thought it 
an indiſpenſible duty to obey that Nobleman's 
commands, otherwiſe he would never have 
ſought to renew an acquaintance which, he 
was but too ſenſible, had already paſſed the 
bounds of friendſhip in the fair boſom of St. 
Meara. Doctor Harvey, who was the con- 
fidant of his ſuſpicions, and ſtrongly ſup- 
ported in them by his own obſervation, 
highly commended his young friend's cir- 

cumſpect 
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cumſpect and diſcreet behaviour in this af- 
fair; for had all other oppoſition to an alli- 
ance with the Marquis's family been removed, 
that of a different perſuaſion, in point of 
religious ceremonies, muſt have ſtill re- 
mained, which, from a particular mode of 
thinking, and the principles of his function, 
appeared to this truly good man by far _ 
moſt invincible of all barriers. . 


| Had our Colonel been in love, we cannot 
pretend to fay whether the wiſe counſel of 

his mentor in the preſent caſe would have 
| been received with that intire ſubmiſſion; 
which had hitherto attended his advice on 
all occaſions; but the heart being wholly 
unengaged, the doctor's opinion perfectly 
coincided with his own, and he went to pay 
his reſpects to the Marquis, with that eaſy 
compoſure which diſtinguiſhes a mind free 
from the enchanting influence of powerful 
beauty. The Marquis and Marchioneſs em- 
braced him with their uſual friendly polite- 


neſs; but poor Mademoiſelle St. Meara was 
ſo 
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ſo greatly agitated by his ſudden and unex- 
pected appearance, that the tranſparent whites 
neſs of her delicate face and neck were en- 
velop'd in a bluſh of the deepeſt ſcarlet. 
His addreſs to her was unembarraſſed, and 
conſiſtent with the natural elegance of his man- 
ners, without the ſmalleſt degree of particular 
attention. Whether ſhe obſerved this cold- 
neſs, and was ſhocked at his indifference, or 
whether her confuſion was ſo great, that it 
prevented her from making any obſervation 
at all, we cannot pretend to determine; but 
turning haſtily away, and laying her ſnowy 
hand with innocent freedom on one of Dr. 
Harvey's, © My dear, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, & your 
abſence has appeared an age ! I hope you 
have enjoyed your health : I hope you are 
now come to honour Paris with your pre- 
ſence, at leaſt, for this winter. Charming 
goodneſs, replied the doctor, “how flat- 
tering is your amiable condeſcenſion to an 
old man! I am overjoyed, my excellent 
young Lady, to ſee you well and happy.” 
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She ſighed, and the ſanguine ſtream, which 
was beginning to retire to its firſt ſource, 
again overſpread her face. 


ce Indeed, I am very happy,” returned 
ſhe (in a voice that contradicted her aſſer- 
tion) but you do not anſwer my queſtion, 
(with an impatient air) © you do not ſay how 
long you are to ſtay with your pariſian friends, 
You have many friends in Paris, Sir ; we are 
not inſenſible of merit; a worthy foreigner 
will never have reaſon to complain of being 
overlooked or neglected in this country. 


Before he could make an anſwer Colonel 
Fairfax joined them, and, without any ſeeming 
deſign, the doctor ſaid, “ believe, Sir, 
your affairs in England will oblige us to ſet 
out in two or three days at the fartheſt.” — 
« Good God!“ cried the Marchioneſs, ob- 
ſerving her daughter's countenance change 
to a death-like paleneſs, what ails you, my 
dear child? You are certainly ſeized with 


ſome ſudden indiſpoſition ; retire with me, 
my 
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my love, the air will be of ſervice to you.“ 
St. Meara made no oppoſition, but curtſeying 
to the doctor and Colonel Fairfax, with a 


look which plainly ſaid, & Take this as my 


parting leave.” She ſuffered her mother to 
lead her out of the apartment. 


The Colonel felt feverely, and even ten- 
derly for her ſituation, yet determined to 
preſerve his former reſolutions. He made a 
ſhort viſit, but was obliged to promiſe he 
would return the next day to dinner. 
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CHAP. VII. 


NSTEAD of fulfilling his engagement 
the day following, he ſent a genteel apo- 
logy to the Marquis, with general inquiries 
after the health of the family ; and received 
for anſwer, that they were all extremely well, 
with wiſhes of a ſafe and agreeable journey 
to himſelf and Dr. Harvey. The ſtile of 
this little billet evidently ſhewed that St. 
Meara's inclinations were no longer a ſecret 
to her father and mother, or why, argued the 
Colonel, mention my departure as a certain- 
ty, which was only ſpoke of laſt evening in 
a very caſual manner? However, the hint 


was not thrown away, and, though obliged 
3 to 
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to ſtay two days longer in Paris, he reſolved 
not to repeat his viſits at the Marquis's 
hotel. 


According to this plan, the next morning 
was taken up in attending many other fami- 
lies of rank and merit, to whom they had 
been indebted for very eminent civilities. 
It was about two o'clock when they returned 
to their inn, and the doctor having a deſire 
to viſit a Franciſcan friar, with whom he had 
contracted a degree of intimacy, on finding 
him 'a man of the moſt liberal education 
and profound underſtanding, he told his 
friend, that if he would give himſelf the 
trouble of beſpeaking ſomething for their 
dinner he would, in the mean time, ſtep to 
the monaſtery of „and be back in leſs 
than an hour. Colonel Fairfax readily ac- 
quieſced, and knowing the good doctor, not 
from being an epicure, but from weakneſs 
of appetite, was rather peculiar in the choice 
of his diſhes, reſolved to inſpe& the larder, 
n order to fix on ſuch as he thought would 
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be moſt acceptable ; he therefore pulled the 
bell, and our hoſt, who happened to be his 
countryman, exhibiting a prominency of 
belly, which would have put Boniface him- 
ſelf out of countenance, made his appearance 
with a“ What does your honour pleaſe to 
want?“ * A good dinner,” replied the Colo- 
nel, “ and a bottle of your beſt Burgundy.” 


e Say you ſo, your honour, then I defy 


France to furniſh you with a better of each 
fort. Behold this, your honour,” ſtroking 
his huge paunch with both hands, © when a 
landlord lives well himſelf, it is a certain 
ſign his gueſts are in ne danger of ſtarving.” 


cc Since you are ſo well provided, I muſt beg 
leave to inſpect your larder, and will there 
chuſe for myſelf.” 


ce As your honour pleaſes : I ſhould be 
proud to have the Grand Monarch inſpect 
my proviſions; he would not meet with 
better in all his dominions. This way, your 


honour,” ſhewing him into a little dark hole, 
which 
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which he called his kitchen ; © this way leads 
to my grand repoſitory for veniſon—wild 
fowl—poultry—game of all kinds—and fiſh 
of all ſorts—I challenge France, England, 
and Germany. 


Colonel Fairfax followed, laughing heartily 
at the pompous deſcription of his facetious 
landlord ; but, to his great ſurpriſe, found he 
had been no vain boaſter. He choſe, from a 
multiplicity of good things, a neck of veni- 
ſon, a pair of ſoles, and a ſoup, the latter of 
which his hoſt aſſured him ſhould be gratis, 
if he did not acknowledge it the moſt excel- 
lent he had ever taſted. 


On his return through the kitchen, his 
fight was ſtruck with an object perfectly un- 
common. He had never beheld any thing 
like it; on a low ſtool, by a ſmoaky fire- 
ſide, ſat the ſkeleton of a man; one hand 
reſted on his breaſt, the other dangled uſeleſs 
by his ſide; a ragged blanket covered his 
boney carcaſe, through which the ſkin ap- 
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peared in various places. His beard and nails 
bore the ſtrongeſt teſtimony of neglect. Fa- 
mine glared in his eyes, and deſpair ſtamped 
a ferocity on every feature. 


Colonel Fairfax ſtarted as if he had ſeen 
an apparition. He recoiled back ſeveral 
paces, and exclaimed, with vehemence — 
« Great God! is it poſſible a creature, whom 
thou haſt created in thy own likeneſs, can be 
reduced to this?“ 


On hearing theſe words pronounced, the 
poor wretch hid his face in the tatters of his 


ragged blanket, whilſt the landlord, holding 
his ſides, laughed to ſo immoderate a degree, 


that it was a conſiderable time before he 


could attempt to remove the ſurpriſe of his 
gueſt, which, he thought, he could not fail 
of doing by the following addreſs : 


« IT beg your honour's pardon a thouſand 
times, but for my ſoul I could not help it. 


Jeſu Maria ! who would ſuppoſe your honour 
- could 
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could have been fo frightend ? My youngeſt 
child plays with him as ſhe would do with a 
kitten. No, no, your honour, he will do 
you no harm. If he was not quite ſimple 
and harmleſs, he ſhould never have taken 


his poſt under my roof. 


What the landlord ſaid, together with the 
miſerable creature's endeavouring to hide his 
face in the ſhattered covering, — our 
Colonel's feelings of humanity, and awakened 
2 painful curioſity, which would not let him 
reſt without a full gratification, and for this 
purpoſe he retired to his room, deſiring his 
hoſt, if poſſible, he would get Wild Robin 
the name this phantom went by through the 
family, to follow him thither : He alſo or- 
dered him to ſend in a bottle of wine, and 
ſome bread. 


Various were the emotions of his heart, 
whilſt waiting the execution of his commiſ- 
ſions. He walked to and fro in eager ex 
pectation, liſtening every now and then, that 
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his ear might catch the firſt approaches of 
the perſon by whom his whole thoughts were 
occupied. At length the door opened; a 
ſervant entered with the things he had or- 
dered, followed by this ſpectre of human 
nature, who, with his eyes fixed on the 
ground, obſerved a profound and ſullen 
. flence. 


Colonel Fairfax waited no longer than 
till the ſervant had left the room, before he 
accoſted him in theſe terms ; but with ſuch 
gentleneſs in his voice, ſuch manly ſenſibility 
in his countenance, as no words can poſſibly 
expreſs : 


EI cannot behold with indifference the 
ſufferings of a fellow creature, and ſure to 
judge from appearances, your's muſt have 
been of a moſt malignant nature: I wiſh to 
make you acquainted with content.“ 


He ſhook his head. 


Is it impoſlible, then, to afford you comfort? 
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Impoſſible! and again he was ſilent. 


I am not a rich man; but you are deſtitute of 
neceſſaries, without which life muſt be a bur- 
den. Thoſe I can and will procure for you. 
Are you a native of France ? 


No. 
Of what country ? 
A citizen of the world. 


You are determined not to enlarge on your 
fation ? I am convinced you was not born 
in miſery. You have ſeen better days, 


1 have, and he turned away, to hide the 
tears that rolled down his face. 


Pardon me for adding to your diſtreſs. I could 
wiſh to have known more: yet I know enough: 
to intitle you to what little ſervice. is in my 
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power. He drew out his purſe, and deſired 
his acceptance of the contents, 


He looked at the Colonel with an air of 
ſurpriſe ; but inſtantly returning the purſe, 
« Keep this,” ſaid he, © for ſome leſs, leſs 
wretched object, who feels only his poverty, 
him thy gold will reheve. My miſeries are 
derived from other ſources. I feel no want 
but of internal peace. Reſtore me that, or 
all worldly comforts will be but aggrava- 
tions to my ſorrow.” 


Would to God I could. Your ſituation 
pierces my foul. Horrible muſt have been 
thoſe incidents, the remembrance of which 
are ſo inſupportable ! yet without arraigning 
the juſtice of your heavenly Judge. 


Speak not of juſtice ! interrupted he, it is 
his Juſtice by which I am condemned, 


Then let me ſay his Mercy, without diſ- 
believing his moſt facred Promiſes, dare 
you 
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you entertain a doubt of pardon ? I am a 
young man, and, by my own imperfections, 


the leſs capable of giving ſalutary advice. 
In me it is preſumption ; however, inſtead 
of a deſponding criminal, for, in my opinion 
this deſpondency 1s criminal, I hope to be 
the means of ſeeing you the joyful and 
ſerene Chriſtian, I have a friend; but hold, 
are you a Proteſtant ? | 


Surely I am converſing with an angel; 
your voice has conveyed to my foul the 
ſounds of comfort. I am, I am a Proteſtant, 
bleſſed be the Almighty ; then falling ſud- 
denly on his knees, his poor withered hand 
extended to heaven, My God! my God!“ 
cried he out, © now I know thou wilt pardon 
me ; thou haſt ſent me conſolation in the day 
of my affliction. Never, never, will I again 
doubt thy mercies, O righteous Judge of 
the world ! My tears of penitence thou haſt 


numbered, and my groans hath aſcended 


to thy Throne ! Let my horrid crimes dwell 
in 
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in the. depth of my memory; but let them 
be done away from thy ſight for ever.” 


The Colonel who was inexpreſſibly affect- 
ed by this ſcene went and filled a glaſs of wine 
which he offered to the poor penitent, as 
ſoon as he aroſe from his humble and devout 


poſture. 
He refuſed it in theſe words. 


ce From the expreſſions you have heard 
mee utter, moſt humane and generous ſtran- 
ger, you may gueſs my crimes are not of a 
common nature, and though my heart has 
through your means admitted a ray of divine 
hope, ſixteen years a ſtranger to that dark 
abode, yet never, never will my conſcience reſt 
ſecure, my hope may increaſe, my penitence 
never ſhall diminiſh. Pardon me then, dear 
ſir, if I refuſe your well-meant requeſt, al- 
ready have I felt too horribly the effects of 
that pernicious poiſon — that, that was my. 

firſt 
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firſt ſtep towards deſtruction, this wretched 
emaciated carcaſe, ſuch as you now behold 
it, has been ſupported ſixteen years by bread 
and water; and unleſs the effects of one 
crime, terrible to nature, could be recalled, 
will never know other ſuſtenance, here will 
I wait with lowly penitence till my merciful 
God recalls me from this vale of miſery. 


Colonel Fairfax was quite unmanned, a 
tear of pity ſtarted from his eyes, he took 
the poor wretch's hand, and was going to 
ſpeak of Dr. Harvey, to aſſure him what 
benefit he would receive under his direction, 
when at that moment the Doctor made his 
appearance. This worthy man betrayed 
even ſtronger marks of aſtoniſhment than 
the Colonel had done before him, his eyes 
were fixed with the moſt lively expreſſion of 
horror, of compaſſion, of amazement, on the 
pale effigy of famine, who had thrown himſelf 
on the ground, and ſeemed relapſing into his 
former gloomy ſilence. 


Our 
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Our Colonel, who thought it beſt to inform 
his friend alone of what had happened in 
his abſence, deſired he would go with him 
into the next room, and requeſted the ſtran- 
ger to wait their return where he was. 


He bowed his head in token of obedience, 
and the gentlemen withdrew together. 


As ſoon as they were cloſeted, Colonel 
Fairfax gave ſo pictureſque a deſcription of the 
manner in which he diſcovered this object of 
miſery, and of the converſation which had 
paſſed between them, that the bare reeital 
cauſed ſtrong emotions in the breaſt of his 
hearer, he threw himſelf into a chair, and 
pointing to a glaſs of water which ſtood on 
the table, the Colonel gave it to him and he 
drank it off, then burſting into tears, Thank 
God, faid he, for this relief—ſixteen years 
ago—Jult ſixteen years — merciful provi- 
dence |”? . 
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« Whatever are the crimes of this young 
man, replied the Colonel, ſo long, ſo ſevere 
a penitence muſt have eraſed them from the 
eternal book of records. 


No doubt, no doubt, my dear excellent child, 
but we muſt know what theſe crimes were. 
I am more concerned for this unfortunate 
victim than you can poſſibly imagine: 1 
have ſuſpicions which want confirmation be- 
fore they can be divulged. Alas! my child, 
it was not the wretchedneſs of his appear- 
ance, but his features by which I was agi- 
tated, a ſomething in them which told me 
he and I were not unacquainted. If my ſuſ- 
picions are confirmed, of which at preſent 
I have only a faint hope, for time and miſ- 
fortune has left ſuch few traces of what he 
was, I ſay, if it ſhould happen, that I know _ 
this poor object of guilt, and repentance, he 
may ſtill be happy. But let us go to him, 
and, whoever he is, endeavour to conſole 
and ſupport him; only do not, I intreat 
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it of you, call me by my name in his pre- 
ſence. 


They found him walking about the room 
with an air of diſcompoſure, and as ſoon as 
he ſaw them enter, he deſired Colonel Fair- 
fax that he might be diſmiſſed. 


I muſt comply with your requeſt, ſaid 
he, in a ſoothing voice, if you will not vo- 
luntarily favour us with your company. 
Already I feel myſelf intereſted in your 
happineſs: Can you then afford me no 
return to the friendſhip I ſincerely offer 
you ? 


He faid nothing; he looked irreſolute, 
and ſeemed to avoid the doctor's ſcrutinizing 
eye, which followed him in all his motions. 


My ſon, ſaid he, advancing towards him, 
repoſe ſome confidence in two people who 
are diſpoſed to ſerve you. This gentleman 
you 
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you are not quite a ſtranger to. You have 
already witneſſed the benevolent humanity 
of his ſentiments. He generouſly offers you 
his friendſhip. I am an old man, and may 
communicate to you conſolation from the 
Holy Function with which I am honoured. 
Yours, as I am informed by this young gen- 
tleman, being a diſtreſs of conſcience, 


In ſpeaking thus, the doctor had ſo to- | 
tally altered the natural tone of his voice, 
that it was impoſlible to have diſcovered it. 


The ſelf-tormented wretch became more 
compoſed. He lifted up his eyes; they were 
overflowing with gratitude, He faid he 
could refuſe them nothing promiſed to gra- 
tify their curioſity, but begged they would 
not inſiſt on his revealing two circumſtances, 
which he was determined to conceal, 


They readily promiſed him this favour, 
and waited for the recital, particularly Dr. 
Harvey, 
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Harvey, with agitation not to be ex- 
preſſed. 


They prevailed on him to take a chair, 
and, ſeating themſelves oppoſite, from which 
they might obſerve every turn in his coun- 
tenance, he began, as may be found in che 
next Chapter. 


CHAP, 
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HE two circumſtances which alone 
I wiſh to conceal, and which no earth- 
ly power ſhall ever make me diſcover, 
is the name of my family, whoſe worth 
would be blaſted by its connexion with fuch 
a monſter as myſelf, and the name of a 
country which had the misfortune of giving 
birth to a ——-— He ſtopped—the paſſage of 
his words was choaked—it was near a minute 
before he recovered his voice. Horrid ap- 
pellation ! continued he, to deſerve, it drives 
me to madneſs ! I cannot, cannot repeat the 
ſhocking title which my actions have merited! 


Gen- 


94  DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 


Gentlemen, I am well deſcended, my fa- 
ther—he ſtarted with an air of phrenzy—how 
dare I pronounce the awful name of father ! 
dear venerable ſhade, if thou art permitted 
to witneſs the horrors of my polluted ſoul, 
forgive, forgive thy ſon!! my crimes are 
terrible, but my repentance fervent. —O that 
the blood of this foul body could waſh away 


my ſtains!!! 


Pardon, bear with me, theſe expreſſions 


riſe involuntarily, I muſt give them paſſage 


for my heart will not contain them, 


Both his auditors were nearly as much 
affected as the diſtreſſed penitent himſelf, 
the Doctor indeed partly concealed his emo- 
tions, for at that moment, when the young 
man began to addreis his ſupplication to his 
father's ſpirit, he had covered his face with 
a handkerchief. 


Wicked as I have been, continued he, 


furely I do not deferve that good men, like 


you, 
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you, ſhould weep for and ſympathize with 
me—yet-let me humbly receive theſe teſti- 
monies of generous humanity as a heavenly 
cordial ſent by God himſelf, after ſixteen 
years experience of his divine and juſt ven- 
geance, all which time I have been a wretched 
wanderer on the face of the earth, an alien 
to my country, without friend, without mo- 
ney, without peace. | 


I once was innocent and happy, but leaving 
the boſom of a tender parent—O gentlemen, 
ſuch a parent as mine, would to God you 
had known him ! you would then have ſeen 
the full extent of my guilt ; without knowing 
him you know but half my miſery.—I left 
him to finiſh an education which his paternal 
care had hitherto directed, I ſoon forgot his 
heaven-inſpired precepts, his more heavenly 
example, and made long ſtrides towards the 
attainment of every criminal deſire. 


He pauſed, then reſumed the converſation, 


which had from the beginning been held in 
the French language, 
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Wine deſtroyed my reaſon—women 
inflamed my paſſions—theſe vices could not 
be indulged without expence— I continually 
drew for more money than my unhappy fa- 
ther, unhappy in ſuch a ſon, could prudently 
advance, Alas! had he poſſeſſed the mines 
of Peru, even they would have been inſuffi- 
cient for my deteſtable purpoſes—raging with 
vice and determined not to relinquiſh my 
pleaſures, my firſt reſort was to the gaming 
table, want of ſucceſs made me deſperate 
I purchalcd piſtols, and — 


Here large drops of ſweat ſtood on his 
forehead, nothing but the whites of his eyes 
were viſible, every feature was diſtorted, his 
whole frame trembled with convulſive terror. 
Colonel Fairfax, the tears ſtreaming down 
his face, caught hold of his hand, and begged 
him to drep the concluſion of the ſtory the 
good doctor could not ſpeak, but his ſobs 
were audible, 


cc No, 
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« No, fir, cried the wretched narrator 
after wiping the ſweat from his face, this is 
one part of my penance, without this my 
puniſhment would not be complete ſuffer 
me to proceed let me act over the horrid 
deed again in imagination, that my ſoul may 
be releaſed by the ſtrength of her own feel- 
ings.—O God! O God! if thou ſeeſt fit, let 
this poor ſhattered body longer ſupport its 
conflicts, 


« T ſaid I bought piſtols, you gueſs for 
what uſe they were intended—hold, hold my 
brain—(he put his hand to his forehead) — 
it will do, cried he; on my firſt accurſed ex- 
pedition, I rode up to a chaiſe, and without 
looking at the perſon in it, clapt a piſtol 
through the glaſs, demanding money, at the 
ſame inſtant a crape which wore on my 
face dropped off, ſtooping to take it from 
the door of the carriage, my eyes met thoſe 
of my father, who in all my-vile courſes I 
had never ceaſed to reverence, his well- 
known voice entered into my very ſoul.— My 


ſon, 
VOL. 1. F 


; 9 
8 BDELBOROUGH FAMILY, 
ſon, my ſon, was all I heard—guilt and horro 
ſhook my whole frame, the piſtol diſcharg 
| itſelf, and burſting only took away my mur- 
derous hand, whilſt my father, my dear, dear 
father !!—— 


At this period he was interrupted by a loud 

groan; and looking round him with terror in 

his countenance ſaw the doctor fall back in his 
chair. 


« Ul fated wretch, exclaimed he, ſhalt 
thou deſtroy another innocent man! —is there 
"contagion in thy very breath ! . 


Colonel Fairfax who had flown to ſupport N 
him, now forgot the caution he had ſo lately 
received from his friend, and cried out in an 
agony of gnef, ſtranger thou haſt killed Dr. 
Harvey—run, fly for aſſiſtance. | 

Inſtead of doing as he was deſired, he 
made but one ſtep to the oppoſite ſide ol 
the room, and catching hold of the Colonel“ 

arm, 


1 
DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 99 

arm, demanded in a voice ſcarce intelligible, 

if Dr. Harvey lived at Broomhall in Eſſex. . 


An anſwer in the affirmative, acted like 
a cannon ball, and [levelled him even with 
the earth, | 


1 In the midſt of aſtoniſhment and terror 
$ Colonel Fairfax ſtill preſerved his preſence 
of mind, he pulled the bell with vehemence” 
and diſpatched a meſſenger for a ſurgeon 

t of eminence, the lifeleſs bodies he ſaw con- 
= veyed to ſeparate rooms and immediately 
put to bed; the ſurgeon ſoon arrived, he 
bled them with ſucceſs, and applying other 


remedies they both began to recover though 
very ſlowly. 


The firſt uſe Dr. Harvey made of his 
returning ſenſes, was to inform his friend that 
he was.a father, that the poor miſerable being 
who had excited their compaſſion was his 
ſon, that having received only a contuſion 
from the burſting of the piſtol he had ſoon 

F 2 roccovered, 
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recovered, and never after hearing any tidings 
of his unhappy child imagined he had fallen 
a ſacrifice to his inordinate vices, that he 
had himſelf ſpread abroad the report of his 
death, but as God Almighty in his abundant 
goodneſs, continued the worthy old man, 
has reſtored him to me ten thouſand times 
more amiable for his merciful chaſtiſements, 
my arms and heart ſhall be open to receive 
him; as to the world, he being ſuppoſed 
to die abroad, their ſcruples may be eafily 
removed, without impeaching his former 
character. I confeſs my good friend, tears 
plentifully ſtreaming down his face, this pro- 
digal ſon, this glorious penitent I think a 
greater honor to his father than if ke never 
had offended, it is true, nothing can be leſs 
difficult than keeping the ſtraight path of 
honor, but let a fond .parent boaſt that few 
who has entered ſo far as he had done the 
way to perdition, could return the wiſer, ray 
the better for his trials. 

Charmed with the good man's exp: effions 
in favor of Lis ſon, our Color e. felt the moſt 
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lively ſatisſaction, but obſerving him too 
deeply affected by dwelling on the ſubject 
of his deviation from, and his return to virtue, 
he endeavoured to give the converſation 
ſomething of a turn leſs intereſting, by ex- 
pteſſing his ſurpriſe that Mr. Harvey had 
not diſcovered his father on their firſt meet- 


In 2 


« T muſt account to you for that, replied 
the Doctor, ſince our ſeparation I have had 
the ſmall pox, which diſorder has totally 
changed my features, and together with the 
many ſeams ſtill remaining, made it almoſt 
impoſſible for him to recolle&t me, I was 
afraid, notwithſtanding this alteration and ſo 
long an abſence, that he might have ſome 
faint idea of my perſon or my voice, and I 
altered the latter, the more effectually to 
deceive him.“ 


As he ſpoke thus the door opened, he ſaw 
his ſon on his knees, not dating to approach 
he heard him ſay, my father, O my father ! 

F 3 Here 
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Here we muſt drop the curtain=ſuch a 
mixture of grief, joy tears, ſmiles — peni- 
tence, forgiveneſs - gratitude and tenderneſs, 
as this ſcene afforded, may make an excellent 
olio of the paſſions, but without abilities for 
dreſſing them to advantage, we ſhould only 
ſpoil the ingredients 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 


HE fortunate diſcovery in our laſt chap- 
T ter, which had made Doctor Harvey 
a joyful and happy father, prolonged their 
ſtay in Paris five days, in which time, by the 
aſſiſtance of nouriſhing food, together with 
the delightful ſenſations he experienced on 
finding his father till living, and being re- 


ſtored to his tendereſt love, had ſuch an ef- 


fect on Mr. Harvey, that his ſtrength and 
ſpirits viſibly increaſed, his perſon alſo under- 
went alterations ftill more favourable by the 
aid of a neat fuit of cloaths, with every other 
neceilary part of dreſs which was immediately 
Pyar for him, and at the ſame time he 

F 4 parted 


of tenderneſs they expreſſed in beſtowing 
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parted with thoſe :ppendages © f woe which 
had contributed to give him the moſt ſavage- 
ike appearance. 


He was not acknowledged by his real 
name in France, and the facetious landlord 
readily believed the good fortune of Wild 
Robin entirely proceeded from the charitable 
inclinations of the two Engliſh gentlemen, 
Doctor Harvey and his ſon regarded Colonel 
Fairfax as an inſtrument, by the will of God, 
who had reſtored them to each other, the 
former embraced and bleſſed his friend, now 
dearer to him than ever, the latter watered 
the hands of his preſerver with unfeigned 
drops of grateful ſenſibility: His manly heart 
felt a pleaſing pride in the accidental part he 
bore in the felicity of a perſon to whom he 


oed, if poſſible, more than filial obligations; 


he likewiſe felt no ſmall degree of joy to ſee 
the moſt miſerable object his eyes had ever 
beheld, reſtored to happineſs ; he returned 
their acknowledgments with all that warmth 


them 
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them; he aſſured the Doctor he had always 
regarded him as a father, and that his fon 


ſhould ever command a brother's ſhare in his 
affections. | 


Delight and ſatisfaction gladened the old 
man's features; Now, now, ſaid he, Ble ſſed 
be the Almighty, the meaſure of my joy is 
full, it can receive no addition; my ſon, turn- 
ing to Mr. Harvey, My dear Harry, re- 
ceive this offer of fraternal friendſhip as the 
immediate gift of heaven. 


I bluſh, Sir, at my own unworthineſs, 
he replied, it covers me with confuſion—T 
know not how to receive rewards where I ſo 
juſtly deſerve puniſhment—your unhoped for 
goodneſs to a guilty, but repentant ſon—how 
can I expreſs my feelings—my heart, gene- 
rous Colonel Fairfax, expanded by duty, is 
open to the impreſſions of friendſhip, I em- 
brace with reſpect the invaluable gift you 
condeſcend to offer me, and ſenſibly feel the 
-honour you confer. With what tranſports of 


* gratitude 
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gratitude ſhall I dedicate the reſt of my days 
to my God, my father, and my friend. 


Your wife and children too, I hope, my 
dear Harry, interrupted Doctor Harvy, with 
a ſmile of paternal love, your beſt days are 
to come. 


Indeed I flatter myſelf they are, my dear 
Sir, replied he, kiſſing his father's hand, or 
tow dark and dreary would be my proſpects 
as to a wife ; he ſighed deeply—once I might 
have been happy; if I ſhould ever again 
think of a wife, I muſt endeavour to make 
myſelf deſerving the affections of a virtuous 
woman; hitherto my connections have been 
with the moſt vicious of that ſex ; yet in the 
days of my innocence, I have known what 
it was to love in ſecret one of the moſt amia- 
ble of them. 


We have given our readers as much of 
this converſation as may convince them that 
the ſon of Dr. Harvey, through a long courſe 

| of 
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of abject miſery and deſpair, had preſerved a 
delicacy of ſentiment that cannot, at all 
times, be found in men who have never 
eſtranged themſelves from the world, or 
ſwerved from the paths of honour. 


Nothing can be more obvious or better 
illuſtrated by a thouſand ancient as well as 
modern examples than this obſervation, that 
men of the ſtrongeſt underſtandings and moſt 
violent paſſions, have been ever more liable 
to capital errors than the effeminate petit 
matire, or plodding philoſopher, the pedantic 
ſcholar or the phlegmatic indolent politician; 
none of theſe can attain a higher character 
than that of being negatively inoffenſive, 
whilſt the man who has aſſiſted his paſſions to 
conquer kis underſtanding can never know 
any mediocrity, he muſt either give up his 
name to eternal infamy, or he muſt, before 
it is too late, by a noble exertion of his fa- 
culties, by quitting the ſide of paſſion, and 
liſting under the banners of reaſon, eſtabliſh a 
permanent and glorious reputation. Highly 

F 6 ag 
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as Mr. Harvey had in his juvenile days offend- 
ed againſt his natural judgment, trampling 
on all laws public and focial ; yet we hope a 
penitence ſo great, ſo uncommon as that to 
which he voluntarily ſubmitted, will intitle 
him 1n the opinion of our humane and ſenſible 
readers, to the honours of the latter character. 
Further we beg leave to obſerve, that the 
reaſon why we have omitred the relation given 
by this gentleman to his father, and Colonel 
Fanfax, of the laſt fixtecn years of his life, is 
really no other than what arifes from a conlſi- 
deration of our reader's ſenſibility, ſuch a 
ſeries of horrors and diſtreſſes as his vagabond 
ſtate was attended with, would only ferve to 
moiſten their eyes, afflict their breaſt with the 
too painful ſenſations of compaſſion, and add 
nothing to the importance of our hiſtory, 


Our travellers left Paris without Colonel 
Fairfax's having either ſeen or heard any 
thing further from the Marquis d' Stanville's 
family; St. Meara often drew a ſigh from 

his boſom, but it was not an emotion of love, 
82 8 he 
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he regretted her partiality to himſelf, which 
had all along been but too viſible ; he wiſhed” 
her happineſs with the ſame fervent ardour 
that he would have wiſhed it to his ſiſter ; 
there was but one way in which he would not 
have aſſiſted her to promote 1t, and that was 
perhaps the only one which would have proved 
effectual; his inclinations were averſe, and it 
was likewiſe inconfiſtent with his ſtrict notions 
of honour, by unmeaning gallantry, to en- 
courage a paſſion in her breaſt which he was 
incapable of returning, and which could not 
fail of being attended with difagreeable con- 
kequences ; this was his mode of reafoning, 
and we cannot here avoid declaring our 1 
fect approbation. 


With ſentiments ſuch as theſe, and a heart 
perfectly at liberty, he landed at Dover, and 
being informed by letters from his ſiſter that 
fhe was removed from the houſe of her late 
benefactor to that of Mrs. Edwin, he purſued 
his rout towards Eſſex, accompanied by his 
two friends, who lived in the neighbourhood 
| | of 
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of Edwin place, at the diſtance only of about 

half a mile they parted, with a promiſe from 
Doctor Harvey and his ſon, that they would 
| ſee him the next morning, when they intended 
paying their reſpects to Mrs. Edwin, ſhe be- 
ing a great favourite of the Doctor's, but Mr. 
Harvey not having heard his father mention 
her by any other name, thought himſelf en- 
tirely unknown to her, and conſented to the 
viſit, in compliance with the old gentleman's 
' requeſt, 


We have ſaid that Mrs. Edwin was a great 
favourite of the Doctor's, we muſt now ſay, 
that in return ſhe almoſt reverenced him; for 
a number of years the ſtricteſt intimacy had 
been preſerved without interruption between 
her father and the worthy divine, many of her 
infantine days were very agreeably paſſed ip 

a thouſand innocent amuſements with his ſon 
before he was ſent on the purſuit of knowledge, 
in which purſuit fatally miſtaking the object, 
he loſt what was now far more dear to him 
than life itſell. 


They 
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They were very near of the ſame age, and 
that childiſn fondneſs they on all occaſions be- 
trayed for each other, was improving very 
faſt into the moſt ſerious paſſion, when the 
ſeparation, deſtructive to his peace, unfortu- 
nately followed—ſhe received the account of 
his death with a thouſand artleſs expreſſions of 
grief, and profuſely mingled her tears with 
thoſe of his wretched father, who laboured 
in ſecret under a load of hidden ſorrows, his 
pangs were a million times more excruciating 
than any which ever tore the breaſt of pater- 
nal love at the diſſolution of an only child. 


It was ſeven years after the ſuppoſed death 
of Mr. Hervey that Miſs Mariana Edmonds 
gave her hand to Mr. Edwin, more in com- 
plaifance to Sir James than her own inclina- 
tions—her eldeſt ſiſter had long before been 
diſpoſed of by her father to Mr. Dormer, a 
man of good fortune and good character, nor 
was his other ſon-in-law of inferior reputation, 
but in point of eſtate had a conſiderable ad- 
vantage. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Dormer was ſtill a wife, Mrs. Edwin 
had been a widow three years, and during 
that time made no progreſs towards a change 
of ſituation—with a jointure of ſeven hundred 
pounds, and a legacy of twenty thouſand, 
which her huſband left her at his death, ſhe 
ſupported that elegance and hoſpitality in the 
country for which he had always been diſtin- 
guiſhed. 
Emely Fairfax enjoyed ſo large a ſhare of 
her affection, that ſhe never parted with her, 
even on a viſit to Mrs. Dormer without regret, 
nor ever left her behind with that lady a week 
or ten days, which ſhe has ſometimes done 
at her ſiſter's requeſt, but ſhe longed for the 
moment of her return with a-mother's im- 


patience. 


Mrs. Edwin was at this time thirty-fourp 
and ftill a remarkable hardſome woman, a 
cheerful flow of ſpirits, uninterrupted health, 
and a benevolent mind, gave her the appear- 
ance of being no more than five or ſix and 
2 twenty, 
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twenty, yet as Miſs Fairfax was but ſeventeen, / 
we do not think the maternal appellation we. 
have had recourſe to will be judged inap- 
plicable. | 


Sir James Edmonds, as a mark of his re- 
gard for Emely, had bequeathed her five 
hundred pounds, the reſt of his fortune came 
to a diviſion between his two daughters, who 
vied with each other in beſtowing the moſt 
valuable preſents on his and their beloved 
charge; in ſhort, by their generoſity from 
poſſeſſing nothing, ſhe ſoon became miſtreſs 
of no deſpicable fortune, but of this change ſhe 
had never acquainted her brother at the earneſt 
requeſt of her benefactreſſes, who, with true 
benevolence, wiſhed to avoid his acknow- 
ledgm nts on that occaſion. 


We ſhall now return more particularly to 
the Colonel, He was received with the po- 
liteſt welcome by the friend of his ſiſter, by 
Emely herſelf with: tranſports of joy, which 
gave additional charms to the brilliancy of her 

com- 


— 
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- complexion, and a more ſtriking vivecty to 
the fineſt eyes in the world. 


Her brother was agreeably ſurpriſed at 
finding an improvement where he imagined 
thore was not the leaſt poſſible room for im- 
provement; he thought her the moſt finiſhed 
creature of her ſex: when he left England, but 
his heart, at this interview, fondly acknow- 
ledged ſhe had gained conſiderable advantages 
by exchanging the lovely girl for the beauti- 
ful woman. Her height was commanding, 
her elegant perſon» modelled by the — of 
proportion, her movements graceful 
holding her with the partiality of a Ev 
what muft have been his ſentiments, indeed 
they were ine xpreſſible—he looked at her 
with love, wich joy, with aftoniſhment, he 
fell into a profound thoughtfuineſs, his eyes 
were {till rivetted on the object which engaged 
his attention. 


My dear brother, faid Miſs Fairfax, taking 
his hand, you look grave, I hope no part of 
my 
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my conduct in your abſence has given you 
alſpleaſure. | 


Far from it, Emely, ſtarting from his 
reverie, your own good ſenſe, the example 
of the ladies who have honoured: you with 
their protection, would make it impoſſible 
that a ſingle idea ſhould intrude to your diſ- 
advantage—no Emely, my ſilence proceedy 
from pleaſure, I am not a vain fellow, and 


yet let me tell you I am very proud of my 
iter. 


Indeed you have reaſon, replied Mrs. 
Edwin, ſmiling, I will allow you the firſt 
place in her heart, but give me leave to in- 
form you, Colonel, the ſecond is already 
beſpoke. 


J know no- body, ſaid Emely, who can 
have a better title to it (my brother excepted} 
than the dear perſon you mean to infinuate. 


Theſe words were accompanied with a 
moſt 
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moſt grateful look, directed to Mrs. Edwin, 
which made the Colonel hope, what he greatly 
wiſhed, that he had no male rival in the af- 
fections of his ſiſter ; to be more convinced 
on this efſencial point, he aſked her, laugh- 
ing, if ſhe had no favoured lover, for whom 
ſhe made ſome reſerve ? or, if her heart was 
really and truly divided by himſelf and the 
lady, who had an undoubted right to a very 
principal ſhare ? | 


Not entirely, with a very grave air, was 
her anſwer. 


Take care, Emely, (Mrs. Edwin ſaid) do 
not alarm my jealouly, and the Colonel looked 
rather diſconcerted, 


Can Jever forget the thouſand obligations I 
owe Mrs. Dormer? Is it poſſible for you to 
believe me ungrateful ? Surely then you 
cannot be an iy if my heart is not divided 
exactly as my brother had carved it out. 


But you forget my queſtion, Emely, I 
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aſked if you had no lover to divide your 
affections ? 


Lover, brother, pray what kind of a 
creature is that? with a pretended ſim- 
plicity, which made them laugh heartily : an 
exotic, I ſuppoſe, as I have never met with 
any of the kind in my country rambles, or 
perhaps it is an animal that cannot exiſt in our 
pure air, and is only to be met with in great 
towns and foggy capitals. 


Pleaſed that ſhe could treat the ſubject with 
ſo much railery, as it confirmed the freedom 
of her inclinations, the Colonel rephed, If I 
was to fall into your whim, and endeavour 
to delineate a lover, faith, I have had fo little 
experience, that I ſhould not know where to 
begin or end the picture. Then let the taſk 
be mine, ſaid Mrs. Edwin, obſervation has 
ſtood me in the ſtead of experience. 


A lover, child, continued ſhe, turning to 
Emely, is a kind of phantom, he glides about 
w.ch folded arms, bas a ghoſtly appearance, 


and 
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and never ſtays long in the ſame, place; to- 
day he lives on the ſmiles of one miſtreſs, to- 
morrow he is at the feet of another; he is 
perpetually killed, but never dies, not that 
I would have you underſtand he is immortal, 
he feeds entirely on ſighs, one tender glance 
from his adorable tranſports him to madneſs, 
a frown has exactly the ſame effect, and 
throws him into a phrenzy of deſpair. 


Very well, madam, cried Colonel Fairfax, 
the vengeance of love himſelf will overtake 
you for this profanation. He will never reſt, 
depend on it, till he has made you the ten- 
dereſt of his votaries. 


I have ſet his godſhip at defiance, replied 
The, laughing, he has more wiſdom than to 
waſte his darts on thirty-four, that, thank 


heaven, is my ſecurity. 


Emely coincided in her brother's opinion, 
and the evening {lid away with ſo much good 
humour, and cheerfulneſs, that it was late 
before they thought of retiring for the night. 
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Mrs. Edwin and Miſs Fairfax had not 
neglected very particular inquiries after the 
good Doctor; they were informed, that he 
would breakfaſt with them the next morning, 
but nothing paſſed relative to Mr. Harvey on 
this head; the Colonel obſerved a profound 
ſilence, in compliance with a requeſt which 
he had received from the father of that gen- 
tleman, in order that he might conſult his 
pillow before the diſcovery of his ſon was 
made to the two ladies. 


No ſooner did Colonel Fairfax find him - 
ſelf alone, than he again fell into- the fame 
pleaſing train of ideas, which his ſiſter had 
once before interrupted during the evening. 
As we ſuppoſe our readers will not be unin- 
tereſted in his cogitations, we ſhall: here ex- 
hibit the ſubject of them in as conciſe a man- 
ner as poſſible, and then conclude our 
chapter , | 


His firſt emotions on beholding the lovely 
Emely were thoſe of ſurpriſe and pleaſure; 
4 he 
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he gazed at her charms wich fraternal rapture, 
he liſtened to her converſation conveyed in 
accents of harmony with approving tranſport— 
the more he gazed or liſtened, the more was 
he engaged in a train of reflections on her 
ſituation the ſmallneſs of that fortune which 
it was in his power to beſtow, would but 
barely place her above the reach of poverty ; 
whereas by the ſuperior beauties of her mind 
and perſon, i: was evident, at leaſt to him, 
that ſhe would do honour to the moſt exalted 
ſphere of life—he was by nature poſſeſt of 
that eligible kind of ambition, without which 
a young man can never hope to make a ſhin- 
ing figure in the world. His profeſſion, in- 
ſtead of depreſſing, had contributed to inflame 
- this early love of honourable atchie vements, 
vas it then at all to be wondered at, that he 
conſidered his ſiſter's advancement with 
the ſame degree of ſanguine expectation as 
he had experienced on his own account? 
was it ſurpriſing that a man who would have 
thought himſelf miſerable, had he been ex- 
cluded from a view of riſing to the higheſt 
eminence 


DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 121 


eminence of his profeſſion, ſhould feel him- 
{elf in a ſtate of anxiety on ſeeing a poſſibi- 
lity that a beautiful and accompliſhed ſiſter 
might waſte her youth in obſcure retirement? 
Was it not extremely natural, that in ſuch a 
caſe he ſhould employ the whole bent of his 


thoughts to remedy the threatened diſad- 
vantage ? 


Amongſt a thouſand ſchemes, which were 
no ſooner planned than rejected, the laſt 
which offered was that of an immediate re- 
conciliation with Lady Dorothy Petting. His 
fertile imagination exulted in the pleaſing 
proſpect, he determined no cordial advances 
on his ſide ſhould be wanting to accompliſh” 
the deſirable event Notwithſtanding her la- 
dyſhip's former diſpleaſure, he had very little 
doubt but his attempt would be ſucceſsful. — 
In idea he already ſaw his beloved Emely 
under the protection of her aunt, and that 
aunt a woman of quality and fortune, who had 
once before ſignified the moſt gracious inten- 
tions in their favour—In idea he went ſtill 
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further, he ſaw the old lady partially fond of 
her. amiable niece, he ſaw his ſiſter loaded 
with her favours, and he alſo ſaw her united 
to a nobleman, even more eminent for his 
virtues than his nobility. 


Theſe waking dreams were all mighty 
ſanguine, but dreaming may be pleaſant, if 
not profitable, and as it ſerved to amuſe our 
Colonel, pray, gentle reader, let him dream 
on . unmoleſted ; haſt thou never experien- 
ced that the flights of imagination are of- 
ten attended with” more delightful ſenſa- 
tions than we even feel at the completion of 
a favourite project? If thou anſwereſt in the 
affirmative, then art thou alſo as great a vi- 
fionary as Colonel Fairfax, and durſt not, 
with the ludicrous burſt of ridicule, laugh at 
him for his ideal happineſs. 


CHAP. 
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CHAT. 


RS. Edwin, Emely, and her brother 

were no ſooner afſembled. at the tea 

table, than the latter, in purſuance of the 

ſcheme he had ſo wiſely concerted the 

evening before, aſked Miſs Fairfax if ſhe 

ſhould have any objection to ſpending: the 
approaching winter in London, | 


She looked with a delighted ſurpriſe, and 
aſſured him ſhe had no objection in the world, 


except that of parting from her dear and va- 
luable protectreſs. 


Are you really fixed then Colonel, aſked 
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Mrs. Edwin, to deprive me of a companion 
who is of the utmoſt conſequence to my 


felicity. 


Not, madam, he replied, unleſs after you 
have heard my motives for propoſing it, you 
ſhould abſolutely approve them. 


That is perfectly polite, and as I do not 
fear of a plan to counteract yours, I beg you 
will ſpeak freely; Emely too ſeemed all 
impatience to have this ſudden, though not 
unpleaſing propoſal of her brother's, account- 


ed for. 
Her curioſity was immediately ſatisfied. 


After the innumerable obligations he con- 
tinued, conferred on myſelf and ſiſter by Sir 
James Edmonds, and his amiable family, not 
to repoſe an entire confidence in them, would 
be ſinning againſt gratitude; I ſhall therefore 
have no concealment in laying my affairs be- 
fore Mrs. Edwin, ſhe alone ſhall be judge 
2 5 and 
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and corrector of my intentions. She ſmiled 
and bowed, he proceeded : 


My aunt, madam, Lady Dorothy Petting, 
in the life-time of your father, expreſſed a 
defire that Emely might refide with her, and 
in that caſe promiſed largely at her death ; I 
had my reaſons for declining her ladyſhip's 
requeſt at that time, and even for concealing 
it ſrom our beſt friends. I knew Sir James 
could not part with his ward, and not feel 
the ſeparation. ——How ſtrongly does this par- 
tiality reflect honour on you, my dear ſiſter? 
J likewiſe knew, that had he been made ac- 
quainted with the offer I received from Lady 
Dorothy, he would have reſigned her, per- 
haps, to the prejudice of that eaſe and cheer- 
fulneſs ſo neceſſary at a certain time of life 
to which he was happily arrived. 


The ladies handkerchiefs were applied to 
wipe away ſome officious tears which ſtarted 
to the memory of an affectionate father, a 
kind and generous benefactor. 


G 3 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Edwin would have ſpoke to exprefs 
her thanks, for the inſtance the Coloncl had 

given of uncommon and diſintereſted atten- 
tion, but he perceiving her deſign, prevent- 
ed it by continuing the converſation. 


Her ladyſhip, ſaid he, was ſo exaſperated 
at not having her requeſt complied with, that 
-ſhe would not fee me when IT waited on her 
before I left England, nor even condeſcend 
to take the ſmalleſt notice of two letters 
Which I wrote her in my abſence, one from 
France, the other from Italy. Notwithſtand- 

ing theſe forbidding appearances, I make no 
doubt was ſhe once to fee my ſiſter, her 
reſentment would give place to more laudable 
ſentiments, an event which, for Emely's fake, 
J heartily wiſh may be accompliſhed—My 
fortune is very limited - hat is in my power 
to do ſhall not be neglected, but ſurely, my 
Hear Mrs. Edwin, your favourite deſerves 
more than my confined circumſtances A 


Indeed, 
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Indeed, my dear affectionate brother ſaid 
Aach interrupting him, I am a richer. girl 
than you imagine. | 


Huſh, child, cried Mrs. Edwin, if you 
love, and would oblige me, never mention 


the mere trifles that have paſſed between 
us. 


And will you always, madam, confine ma 
to ſilence, when my heart is even burſting 
with gratitude. 1 


She it then, my dear girl, by complying 
in this one reſpect with my humour. 


Lou cannot refuſe to ſubmit .obediently to 

a command ſo noble, ſaid the Colonel, the 
obligations which I have witneſſed your re- 
ceiving, are abundantly ſufficient to make me 
the moſt obliged and grateful of men, were 
I permitted to know more, it could not add 
to my gratitude, or increaſe my admiration. 


. 
> 
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Upon my word, Sir, replied Mrs, Edwin, 
I have no other claim to the honour of your 
good opinion, than a very tender affection 
for your ſiſter; pray, therefore, let us drop 
tae ſubject. Well, Colonel, have you any 
thing further to propoſe in _ to your 
London expedition ? 


Nothing, madam, except that, with your 
permiſſion, I intend to give Lady Dorothy 
another letter, and if the anſwer ſhould be 


favourable— 
To take away my Emely, (interrupting 
You know the conditions—your conſent 


determines her deſtination. —- 


I cannot help thinking you are a very ex- 
traordinary creature, to ſuppoſe 1 will part 
with her voluntarily and immediately. 


I have done, madam, 
There 
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-- here is no neceſſity for that eicher; I 
told you I ſhould: find a plan to counteract 
yours—l flatter myſelf, Emely will have no 
objection to remain under my protection in 
London, at leaſt till the happy reconciliation 
is affected; then for her intereſt will I reſign 
my charge, but poſitively not to any Lady 
Dorothy in the world will I give her up, whe 
does not love my dear girl as much as ſhe 
deſerves. 


This friendly declaration was received by 
the Colonel with ſuch heart-felt acknowledge- 
ments of joy and ſatisfaction, as convinced 
her ſhe had made him perfectly happy —as for 
Emely, her delighted ſenſations were differ- 
ently expreſſed, actions as well as words ſpoke 
the feelings of her grateful heart, ſhe threw 
her lovely arms about the neck of Mrs. Ed- 
win, and, with the moſt engaging energy, 
proteſted, that, in whatever ſtation Providence 
ſhould place her, half her time, at leaſt, ſhould 
be always dedicated to the valuable ſociety of 
her deareſt friend. * 
2. 6 5 Ns, 
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Mrs. Edwin, charmed with her affectionate 
"ſenſibility, Promiſed ſhe would write that very 
day to an acquaintance ſne had in tewn, for 
immediately providing a houſe proper for 

their reception; at the ſame time ſhe adviſed 
the Colonel not to addreſs his aunt by letter, 
the ſuceeſs of chat being doubtful, but rather 
to attend her in perſon, as their ſtay in the 
coùntry would be ſhort, to which he readily 
aſſented. | | 


Doctor Harvey juſt then made his appear- 
ance, and was moſt affectionately received by 
the ladies. Colonel Fairfax, after the firſt 
compliments were over, laid their new pro- 

jected ſcheme before him for his approba- 

tion. Having liſtened with attention, and 
being preſſed for his opinion, he made che 
| bs tar teply': 


I not only approve your intentions, but 
. think them highly prudent; your duty, as 
well as intereſt, makes them almoſt indiſpen- 
_) ; if I * be allowed the honour of fol- 

2 lowing 
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LOS 


. lowing this good lady's example, looking at 
Mrs. Edwin, I ſhall be happy to attend you; 

one lodging, Colonel, will ſerve you and I, 
then too I ſhall-have an opportunity of grati- 
: fying my ſon's curioſity, who has never yet 
; viſited that metropolis; I am ſure Harry's 
_ inclinations will never be expreſſed in contra- 
diction to thoſe of his father. 


Our Colonel ſmiled, this being the firſt 
time Mr. Harvey's name had been mentioned 
before the ladies, who looked on each other 
with an air of ſurpriſe, and Mrs. Edwin be- 
ing no longer able to contain her emotions, 
cried out in a voice of eager heſitation, Gopd 
God! Dr. Harvey, what do I hear? Lou 
ſpeak of a ſon—you call him Harryyou 

fay you are a father I thought thought — 


As I myſelf did, my dear madam, inter- 


rupted the Doctor we both . = 
he was dead— 5 


8663 “ 
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And 1s it true—can it be poſſible —is it in 
nature he ſhould ſtill be living: 


Nothing can be more true than that my 
ſon, through the infinite mercies of God, my 
worthily beloved ſon is reſtored to the arma 
of his father he waits only your permiſſion, 
madam, to pay his reſpects to yourſelf and 

Miſs Fairfax. 


I cannot, I wiſh not, to diſbelieve you Sir, 
yet a miracle alone could have produced this 
unexpected event. Where has he been? 
What occaſioned a ſilence of ſo many, many 
years? 


The Doctor, who held a lie in abſolute 
abhorrence, could not avoid ſeeing. the ne- 
ceſſity of an evaſion, and replied, that he was 
not at liberty to give the particulars of his 
ſon's unfortunate ſtory, but that he ſhould not 
ſcruple to inform her a very fingular and un- 
happy accident, in which he ſuffered the lots 


bf a hand, had driven him a voluntary exile 


from 
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from his friends and country, and by a ſtrange 
fatality of various circumſtances, he might 
poſſibly never have returned, if he had not 
met him unexpectedly abroad a thouſand 
times more deſerving, and conſequently more 
dear to him than ever. 


Notwithſtanding the inſatiable curioſity of 
women, ſhe ſcemed entirely ſatisfied with the 
Doctor's relation, but turning to Colonel 
Fairfax, I cannot forgive you, faid ſhe, for 
concealing this intereſting diſcovery from us 
ſo long; why not have truſted: us with * 
ſecret laſt night. NILS 


Becauſe I would not rob my good friend of 
a pleaſure to which he has a ſuperior title. 


Well, well, anſwered ſhe, you have an 
excellent method of bringing yourſelf off. 
but dear Doctor Harvey, did you not pro- 
miſe us the company of your ſon ? It is eigh- 
teen years ſince we laſt parted—we are very_ 
old friends—1 ſhall be happy at ſeeing him 


again — 
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Again — permit me to diſpatch a ſervant this 
moment to Broomhall. 


{114 That trouble is unneceſſary, Madam; 1 

will produce him in leſs time; faying which 
he left the room, but returned the ſame in- 
ſtant not unattended.“ 


To give his fon an agreeable ſurpriſe, to 
try alſo if time had effaced from his memory 
the features of his old acquaintance, he had 
not told him any thing more of the Lady 
than her name, her merits, and her for- 

tune, ſo that he was quite unprepared for 

the warm and friendly Joy with which Mrs. 
Edwin advarfced to receive him. He gazed 

on her face for a moment, then looking ;at 

his father, at her, and at Colonel Fairfax, by 
turns, Am 1 not miſtaken?” cried he; 
Can it be Mariana, my dear, my ever dear 
-- Miſs Edmonds!“ 


a Steed, * replied ſhe, © I am the ame 
F Mariana who parted from you eighteen 
— N years 
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yeurs ago with regret, meets you now with 
more ſatisfaction than ſhe can well n 


« Heavenly Goodneſs! “ ſaid he, embeacing 


her with the affection -of a brother, O 
what ideas do the ſight of you recal to iny 
memory! Happy, happy moments chat we 


ſpent An 2 


Mrs. Edwin looked aſſent. Her wives 


ſparkled with pleaſure ; but caſting them ac- 
_ cidentally on his vacant arm, they. gliſtened 


with the tender tear of compaſſion. To hide 
a ſenſation, the cauſe of which ſhe knew; if 
diſcovered, would give him pain, ſhe haftily 


turned to Emily, ſaying, with a fmile, — 


«© Come, Miſs Fairfax, let me introduce you 


to the e 0 of my youth.“ 


He faluted his friend's ſiſter wich great 
politeneſs; but his looks, his thoughts, his 


Whole attention, was fo rivetted on another 
object, that we may venture to affirm, at the 
inſtant when his tips touched the roſy cheek 


of 
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of beauty, it would have been difficult for 
him to tell whether Emily moſt reſembled a 
Meduſa or a Venus. 


Our reader may be apt to form a too 
haſty concluſion from this interview. If he 
does, and afterwards finds himſelf diſappoint- 
ed, the fault is all his own. Love has never 
been mentioned by us. We meant only to 
dedicate this ſhort ſcene to friendſhip. 


Mrs. Edwin kept her viſitors to dinner. 
The day was ſpent in perfect harmony and 
good humour. Every body was pleaſed with 
themſelves and with each other; even Mr. 


Harvey (to the infinite joy of his father) 


ſeemed to have forgot his paſt misfortunes, 
and to feet the full extent of his preſent hap- 
pineſs. A certain melancholy, which, not- 


withſtanding his utmoſt endeavours to ſup- 


preſs, in the preſence of Doctor Harvey and 
Colonel Fairfax, had hitherto obſcured, in a 


great degree, his ſhining qualificatians ; di- 


velted of that, the polite gentleman, the 
f elegant 
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elegant ſcholar, the entertaining companion, 
broke out' in full luſtre. His perſon too 
received equal advantages from the ſame 
ſource. The powerful workings of his mind 
had always the moſt viſible effect on a coun- 
tenance remarkably expreſſive. When he 
conſidered himſelf in the character of a Par- 
ricide, the furies ſeemed to have lighted up 
their torches at his eyes, and the moſt horri- 
ble deſpair was ſtamped on every feature. 
Providence ſnatched him from perdition. 
His tears had blotted out his many crimes, 
and in the boſom of a father he already ex- 
perienced that divine hope of peace and par- 
don, which is mercifully promiſed as the 
reward of penitence. It was this heavenly 
ray that ſhone upon his benighted mind, and 
drove from thence the terrific phantom of 
deſpondency ; the furies fled from his eyes, 
deſpair evacuated his features, and left them 
glowing with the benign warmth of its con- 
queror, | 1 


The 
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The evening was far advanced before their 
pleaſed and hoſpitable eurertainer would, by 
any means, conſent that the Doctor and Mr. 
Harvey ſhould ſcparate themſclves from the 
company, and then ordered her chariot to 
convey them hon, the latter, as ſhe could 
.calily percerve, being very weak, very ema- 
ciated, and apparently ſuffering from a too 
great exertion of ſpirits in his ſhare of that 
day's converſation. She inſiſted on their re- 
turn the following morning, and every other 
whilſt ſhe continued in the — Attend- 
ing them to the next room, ſhe held out her 
hand to the poor invalid, ſaying, in a voice 
of the moſt ſoothing tenderneſs, '* Remem- 
ber my commands: I fee you-to-morrow ; 
for God's fake take care of your health.“ 


He preſſed the hand ſhe had given him 
to his lips, and Was going to ſpeak; but ſhe 
-haftily drew it away, though not with any 
token of diſpleaſure, and, by a cordial look, 
wiſhing him a good night, ſhe haſtened back 

«torher company. | 
Before 
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p Before they parted it was unanimouſly 
7 agreed, that the Ladies ſhould go in a few 

days to take leave of Mrs. Dormer, previous 

to their London. journey.; and the Colonel, 
) who, on mature deliberation, thinking the 
| ſmalleſt delay might be of dangerous conſe- 
quence in the preſent mode of his affairs, ſaid 
) that he would attend them thitkher, and from 
. thence ſet out immediately for town, to pave 
. a way for his ſiſter's reception from Lady 
' Dorothy. No objection could be ſtarted to 
ſo juſt a propoſal, and, ſeparating in the 
height of good humour, they retired to 
their different apartments full of a thouſand 
Janguine —— 


* 
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CHAP. XII. 


ARLY the next morning Mrs. Edwin, 
' who had been long releaſed from the 
bonds of ſleep, left her bed, and, being ſoon 
dreſſed, went down into the garden, tempted 
by the fineſt morning ſhe ever remembered 
to have ſeen in the autumnal ſeaſon, 


Her only companion was a ſmall ſpaniel,who, 
whilſt his miſtreſs wandered on, wrapped in 
profound contemplation, leaped joyfully before 
her, now ſnapping at a fly, now purſuing a 
bird, and now barking at the ſweet ſounds, 
with which the feathered choriſters ſeemed 
to ridicule his fruitleſs efforts. Reſtraint did 

not 
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not fit at all eaſy on this active animal: He 
grew tired of his confines, and ſpying a 
crow on the oppoſite ſide, in a beautiful 
meadow, divided only from the garden by a 
haha, he ſprung acroſs with amazing agility, 
and running in queſt of his prey, was out of 
ſight in a moment. Mrs. Edwin, alarmed 
for the ſafety of her favourite, opened a door 
which led to the field, and calling him re- 
peatedly to no purpoſe, waited his return 
with ſome degree of impatience. In vain 
did ſhe call, in vain waited ! What in this 
ſituation was to be done ? She beſtowed on 
himthe appellation of ungrateful wretch: many 
a fine Lady beſtows the ſame on her lover, 
and then acts juſt as Mrs. Edwin did, who, 
finding her faithleſs companion inclined to 
deſertion, flew after him, reſolved no en- 
deavours ſhould be wanting to bring the 
wanderer back to his allegiance. 


Long and arduous was the taſk. She fol- 
lowed round and round the firſt field, from 
that to a ſecond, from the ſecond to a third, 

Juſt 
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Juſt as the miſchievous crow, who governed 


all the actions of the little giddy favourite 
directed. 


At lengch, quite ſpent, and almoſt breath - 
leſs, ſhe ſat down to recover herſelf on a 
ſeat, which, ſurrounded a large ſpreading oak. 
Her eyes ſtill purſued the object of her per- 
egrinations, and ſeeing the crow, who, 
doubtleſs, began to be of opinion, that too 
much; of one thing is good for nothing, 
join a large flight of his black brethren, 
high in air, ſhe flattered herſelf with hopes 
that her dog would now return, but was ſo 
weak with running, as not to be able to exert 
her voice ſo as to be heard at a diſtance; 
for which reaſon ſhe ſat ſtill, expecting every 
moment he would come towards her; but 
her difficulties did not end here there was 
another diſappointment—ſhe was ſtill doomed 
to experience, and that too attended with cir- 
eumſtanccs. which occaſioned her ſome con- 
ſternation. is | 
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She ſaw a man enter the meadow; ſhe 
ſaw the volatile companion of her walk make; 
towards him with as much eagerneſs. as he 
had before ſhewn in the purſuit of his-fea-- 
thered antagoniſt ; ſhe ſaw the ſtranger take 
him in his arms, and ſhe could alfo diftmguith 
that he beſtowed on it a thouſand careſſes. 


She was not quite fo great a coward as 
many, of her ſex, yet, to go up and accoſt a 
man whom, perhaps, ſhe had never ſeen 
before, and to demand her dog, required more. 
reſolution than ſhe found herſelf diſpoſed to 
exhibit ; yet, to-leave the poor Fidel behind, 
and poſſibly never ſce it again, was a moſt 
grievous conſideration. W hilſt ſhe ſtood un- 
reſolved what to do, the perſon made. quick: 
advances towards her with the ſpaniel in his 
arms, and, being come near enough for each 
of them to hear and ſee diſtinctly, ſhe cried 
out, © Good God! Mr. Harvey, is it you?“ 
Her face at the ſame time vermilioned over 
with ſurpriſe. | 


Pardon 


| 5 
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Pardon me, Madam, if I intrude on 
your retirement ; the fineneſs of the morning 


which, I ſuppoſe, called you out, alſo brought 
me hither. 


I meant only to have enjoyed it in my 
garden; but you, vile brute, firſt correcting, 
then kiſſing, her dog, it is you, giddy wretch, 
that have dragged me from my home. 


Don't chide it, my dear Mrs. Edwin, at 
leaſt to my thanks it is intitled for procuring 
me a happineſs which, without its aid, I find 
I might have languiſhed for in vain. 


Take my pardon, then, ungrateful as you 
are. There, there, ſetting it down, get you 
gone, but never ſerve me ſuch a trick again. 


Away ſkipped Fidel, not a jot the wiſer, or 
more ſteady, for his fair miſtreſs's admoni- 
tions, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Harvey, having ſeated himſelf by her 
ſide, neither of them ſeemed to perceive 


how high the ſun was advanced, or ſhewed - 


any inclination to return home. 


Mrs. Edwin looked at Harvey with an ait 
of tender concern; his countenance was 
paler, and much altered ſince they laſt parted. 


He faw the compaſſionate emotions of her 
heart. 


I gueſs your thoughts, moſt amiable of 
women. You have goodneſs enough to in- 
tereſt yourſelf for the health of an unhappy 
man, who has not words or power to ac- 
knowledge his ſenſe of the honour he re- 
ceives. 


I am ſure you are very ill. You ſay tos 
you are unhappy. Good God! and tears 
trembled in her eyes. 


VOL, I, H My 


146 
My unphappineks I have induſtriouſly earn- 
ed. My ſickneſs is the merciful correction 
of the Almighty: I kiſs the rod with thank- 
fulneſs. I wonder not that you obſerve an 
alteration in me this morning. A ſleepleſs 
night, a night of torment and deſpair, muſt 
make a viſible change in ſuch a poor fhat- 
tered frame as mine. 
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She turned away her head, and drew out 
her handkerchief. He caught her other: 
hand, and preſſed it to his boſorn. 


Forgive this liberty: I mean not to preſume 
on your generous goodneſs ; but was you not 
once the ſiſter of my heart? That heart was 
then pure and unpolluted- as-your own. My 
dear, my gentle, my adored Mariana, then 
avowed for me a ſiſter's love. Bleſſed, but 
cruel reflection you have not fee you 
have not, blotted out the impreſſions of early 
nir. 


Never, 
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Never, never, Mr. Harvey, will * be 
eraſed from my memory! Theſe words were 
accompanied with a look which * 288 
perfectly expreſſive. | Fake 


Our friendſhip, indeed, continued ſhe, 
commenced at a very early period. I had 
not quite counted fifteen when, as we vainly 
imagined, we parted only for a few years. 
Alas! how has that few been lengthened ! 
To what an age of ſeparation. Indeed, in- 
deed, Mr. Harvey, I thought you dead, or 
——. Sheheſitated; her enraptured friend, 
(for we dare not call him by a tenderer 
name) gazed on her downcaſt face with emo- 


tions of | joy, affection, admiration, and gra- 
titude. 


Oh, Mariana! why do you with- hold 
the ſweet confeſſion? Speak, moſt adored 
of. women ! or ſhall. I whiſper to my grateful 
heart that it was a ſuppoſition of my death 
which made room for a more worthy man 
in your affections ; that had you believed 

| 1 your | 
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your Henry ſtill living, you oO not have 
forgotten him. RL 


Think of what will moſt contribute to 
your own happineſs ; but do not think I have 
ever for a moment ceaſed to.remember my 
companion, my friend, my brother. O Mr. 
Harvey, theſe were happy, happy days, when 
Harry and Mariana were the higheſt titles 
of diſtinftion we could receive from each 


other. 


Great God! this is too much: I cannot 
ſupport my conflicts. Why, why did I urge 
her to this confeſſion. He leaned his back 
againſt the tree, and remained ſilent. 


Ah! exclaimed ſhe, what is it I hear! 
Have I deſerved this of you ? Of you, Mr. 
Harvey, have I deſerved it? To wreſt the 
ſecret from my ſoul, and then defpiſe me for 
my indifcretion ! Is this kind? Is this gene- 
rous ? The tears fell in ſhowers from her 
| oor) 
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eyes ; ſhe covered her face with her hand- 
kerchief. =3%h 


Rouſed by her diſtreſs, he ſtarted, he flew 
towards her, he folded her in his arms, he 
fell at her feet; the diſtraction of his ſoul 
was exquiſite. 


Deſpiſe you, Mariana! I deſpiſe you! 
Witneſs, awful Creator of the world, that I 
love you, even to madneſs! But I hate, I 
deſpiſe, I abhor myſelf. I ſee before me a 
paradiſe of domeſtic felicity, yet my. own 
accurſed crimes cloſes up the entrance. I 
was not prepared for this interview, Meet- 
ing accidentally all my ſoul holds dear, I 


forgot myſelf, and not remembering the bars 


never to. be removed which I have placed 
between us, I drew from you the confeſſion, 
on whuch I thought at that moment my whole 
bliſs depended — your looks, your words, 
your tears confirmed my imaginary happi- 
neſs, but alas, the next inſtant opened my 
eyes to real miſery—yes, Mariana, to know 

N H 3 | that 
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that I am dear to the only woman on earth 
who has ever governed my honorable affec- 
tions, ſtrange as it may appear to innocence 
hke yours, has made me completely wretched. 


Mr. Harvey | how alarming are your 
words, how terrible the expreſſion of your 
countenance, on my knees (and ſhe funk by 


his ſide) let me intreat that you will repoſe 
your forrows in the faithful boſom * — 


hip. 


You will hate W I 
ſupport. I 


* never ſhall I hate the deareſt ob- 
ject of my— Dear Henry, deſpiſe me not, 
were I - inclined to conceal my ſentiments, 
it is now too late do not repent, I rejoice 
that you are acquainted with the inmoſt re- 
ceſſes of my ſoul; why have you conceal- 
ments from me, why Keep 1 me in the agonies 


of ſuſpence. 


Already 
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Already he had raiſed her from the ground 
and was now obliged to ſupport her, ſhe 
ſeemed fainting under the weight of her own 
oppreſlive apprehenſions. 


Cruel kindneſs—dear but fatal certainty 
(then pauſing) you ſhall be obeyed madam— 
tell Colonel Fairfax, the preferver of a guilty 
unfortunate man, and next to yourſelf the 
deareſt, the moſt beloved of friends; tell 
him that he has not only my permiſſion, but 
intreaties to lay my crimes open before you, 
he is acquainted with every part of my 
miſerable life, ſince 'I parred from He 
ſtopped, unable to proceed farther, his burſt- 
ing heart was reheved by the m _ 
of forrow and contrition. 


A from of ſilent diſtreſs enſued, from | 
which they were | rouſed by obſerving the 


Colonel and Emely at a diſtance ; Mr. Har- 


vey ſtarted from his ſeat Farewell lovely, 
noble minded Mariana—forget not Henry, 


think of him with compaſſion honor him 
| = wih 
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. with your friendſhip, but forbear to fully 
the purity of thy own heart, by wiſhing a 
union with vice, prophanity and pollution. 


She could- not prevent his departure, he 
fled from her with the rapid motion of de- 
{pair ; ſhe had hardly time to dry her eyes and 
draw the bonnet over her face, in order to 
hide the traces of thoſe tears which had left 
a viſible impreſſion on her cheek, before the 
Colonel and Miſs Fairfax came up, arm in 
arm. 


For heaven's ſake, my dear Mrs. Edwin, 
cried Emely, where have you been wander- 
ing this whole morning—do you know it is 
twelve o'clock, my brother and I have been 
ſtarving two hours in the midſt of plenty. 


Io tell you the truth, madam, added the 
Colonel, I ſhould have been tempted to 
beſiege the hot rolls, had not Emely declared 
herſelf in your favor, and planted a watch 
Year the citadel, | 

Mrs, 
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Mrs. Edwin affected to ſpeak in her uſual 
tone of voice, told them the affair of her 
little ſpaniel, aſked their pardon for having 
made them wait ſo long for their breakfaſt, 
and taking hold of Emely's arm, for indeed 
ſhe ſtood in need of ſupport, reached the 
houſe without their ſuſpecting in the leaſt 
that any thing had happened to diſcompoſe 
her; the melancholy ſhe could not entirely 
conceal, they were eaſily led to believe pro- 
ceeded from a pain in her head, the effect 
as ſhe faid of a too violent exerciſe in pur- 
ſuit of Fidel. 


Before ſhe would ſit down at the tea- 
table ſhe retired to her chamber, bathed her 
face in cold water, patted her eyes with a 
handkerchief, and uſed every other precau- 
tion ſhe could think of to avoid ſuſpicion. 
She was not aſhamed of the ſentiments ſhe 
had avowed, or even wiſhed to conceal them 
from the world, much leſs from her affec- 
tionate friends; all her intentions were to 
hide her emotion, if that was poſlible, till 
H | ſhe 
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ſhe had learned from Colonel Fairfax the 
real ſituation of Mr. Harvey.— In her heart 
ſhe had ſigned his pardon, without even 
knowing the nature of his crimes, ſhould ſhe 
find herfelf obliged to retract the one, on 
being made acquainted with the other, in 
ſuch a caſe ſhe would have rivalled him in 
miſery, but prudently determined to confine 
its ſtruggles within the limits of her own 
boſom. 


The idea of his being ſo very guilty. laſted 
but a moment Had not his father called him 
his worthily beloved ſon—did not Colonel 
Fairfax ſtile him his adopted brother could 
a man eminent for piety and juſtice receive 
to his arms a wretch whoſe actions were the 
reverſe ofhis own—could he call him ſon, 
his worthily beloved ſon, yet know him ſtill 
perſiſting in the road of vice and diſhonor— 
could a man of principle, of underſtanding, 
of bravery, free by the laws of nature, have 
ſtiled a villain brother could a villain have 
acted with that amiable diſintereſted neſs, that 

5 | charming! 
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charming ſenſibility, chat glorious ſelf- con- 
viction, which ſhe juſt witneſſed in her be- 
loved Henry? No. Whatever his faults, his 
errors, may have been, ſhe was convinced 
Henry was at this time intitled to the warm 
of that affection, which for twenty years had 
lain ſmothered in her heart, but which ab- 
ſence, nor even death itſelf, was able to 
extinguiſh. 


Let detraction hold afide her feorpion 
head, let not her invenomed breath glance 
on the fair fame of Mrs. Edwin—let the 
poiſoned arrows of envy. miſs her unſpotted 
innocence, let them recoil upon the malig- 
nant archer back with redoubled venom 
virtuous and enlarged minds will adore her 
generous candour, her conſtant paſſion,” her 
noble unreſerve, her diſintereſted intentions. 


Had the object of her love been ſurrounded 
with health, with chearfulneſs, with prof- 
perity, ſhe would not have tranſgreſſed the 
common forms of her ſex, ſhe would not 
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have met his advances, ſhe would not have 
confeſſed the ſentiments of her heart without 
firſt making that ſacrifice to female delicacy, - 
which in many caſes cannot be diſpenſed 
with. 


Aer ſituation was peculiar, a man on 
whom her early affections had been ſettled, 
whom ſhe believed dead, whom ſhe had 
lamented with rivers of tears; by a ſudden 
tranſition, appears before her, tender, gene- 
rous and unaſſuming, not in the bloom of 
health, not in the vigour of chearfulneſs, but 
pale, emaciated, maimed, deprefled and 
blighted by misfortunes—had ſhe to combat 
no other paſſion than love, we ſhould not 
have ſo ſoon come to her final determina- 
tion, but who can withſtand the united attacks 
of love, friendſhip and compaſſion, the latter 
moved by a ſudden irreſiſtible impulſe, it 
found a ready way to the breaft of Mrs. 
Edwin, threw down the barriers of reſerve, 
and diſcloſed the ſecrets of her heart.—If 
any of our readers ſhould have thought an 


apology 
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apology neceſſary, we flatter ourſelves che 
above will be deemed not inſufficient, but 
on the contrary, place her actions in that 
point of view, as not only to admit them 
defenſible, but even great and laudable. 


CHAP. 


— — —— — = 
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CHAP, XEL 


EFORE Mrs. Edwin had ſettled her 
plan of operations, how to get Mr. Har- 
vey's ſecret from Colonel Fairfax without 
betraying her own, a meſſage from Dr. 
Harvey was delivered as they were ſtill fitting 
at the table, having juſt finiſhed their break- 
faſt, this meſſage was to deſire the Colonel's 
immediate attendance, his ' fon being that 
morning ſeized with a very ſudden and alarm- 


ing illneſs. 


Colonel Fairfax ſtaid to hear no more, he 


eagerly {ſnatched up his hat and flew towards 


the door. 


The 
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The voice of his ſiſter haſtily calling him 
back made him turn his head, he faw Mrs. 
Edwin's face pale as death, reclining on the 
boſom of Emely, her eyes motionleſs, no 
viſible ſign of life in her whole appearance— 
he ran to her aſſiſtance, a bottle of hartſhorn 
happened luckily to be on the table, brought 
thither to relieve the head ach ſhe had lately 
complained of. Whilſt Miſs Fairfax chaffed 
the temples of her benefactreſs with the moſt. 
lively ſigns of affectionate concern, ſhe could 
not avoid ſaying Good Heavens ! what could 
occaſion this. boy 7H 


Huſh my dear Emely, replied the Colo- 
nel in a whiſper, I have my ſurmiſes, poor 
Harvey, I fear, but I will not reveal a ſuſpi- 
cion which it is too probable would give 
pain to the beſt of women. 


He thought her incapable of hearing 
what he ſaid, or would have been ſilent on 
the ſubject of his doubts, but her faintneſs 
was of that nature, which, though rendering 
her 


160 DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 


her ſemingly inſenſible, had not taken from 
her the power of obſervation, ſhe felt their 
tender endeavours to bring her back to life, 
nor were the Colonel's words loſt upon her 
car. 


She lifted her head from the beautiful NO 
gentle boſom of Emely, the blood in a 
fudden tide ruſhed back to. her forſaken 


cheeks. 


O Sir, ſhe cried with emotion, you have 
diſcovered then the ſituation of my heart— 
I deſire to lay it open to your view—to the 
view of my beloved girl, but firſt tell me, 
catching his hand with an air of eager ſor- 
row, as you wiſh me to avoid miſery, as you 
wiſh me to preſerve that honour unſullied, 
which makes me deſerving of your ſiſter's 
friendſhip; tell me ſincerely, for you alone 
can inform me, does Mr. Harvey merit a 
preference which I have many, many years 
felt in his favor—nay, do not hefitate—he 
has taught me to expect a tale of horror to 
| you. 


BELBOROUGH FAMILY. 161 


you he has referred me—conceal nothing 1 
fervently intreat you. 


Colonel Fairfax looked aſtoniſnment, ex- 
alted man, ſaid he, you would then rather 
riſk ſo great a loſs as the eſteem of this moſt 
amiable woman, than impoſe on her credu- 
lity. You aſk me madam, continued he, 
if Henry deſerves your generous preference 
IT muſt, my regard for you obliges me to 
be ſincere, yet I know from the goodneſs 
of that heart, in which my friend has choſe 
to repoſe his confidence, my ſincerity will 
be of no diſſervice to his cauſe—perhaps there 
has been ſome actions of his life, which, alone 
conſidered, would not only make him un- 


worthy of your good opinion in particular, 
but alſo of that general benevolence which 


all human beings owe as an indiſpenſable. 
duty to each other.—But if the impetuous 
paſſions of youth can receive any atonement 
from unremitting penitence, I venture to 
pronounce my dear Harvey worthy of your 
tendereſt affections. 

Mrs 
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Mrs. Edwin's countenance wore an air | 
of gladneſs, ſhe beſought him to hide nothing 
from her that concerned his friend. 


He was going to comply, but recollecting 
the preſſing hafte implied in the Doctor's 
meſſage, and alſo the prefence of Miſs Fair- 
fax, begged to be excuſed till he had viſited 
the fick man; even then, madam, continued 
he, the particulars you are defirous of hear- 
ing, muſt be reſerved for your private ear; 
pardon your brother, my dear Emely, by _ 
Mr. Harvey's deſire I give up his ſecret to 
Mrs. Edwin, I carmot think of divulging it 
unauthorized, even to my ſiſter. | 


She Fwectly finiled aſſent, and he leſt her 
confoling her maſt valuable benefactreſs, with 
all the perſuaſive eloquence of artleſs friend- 
hip. 


Whilſt the Colonel is purſuing his way to 
Broomhall, we ſhall beg leave to reconduct 
our readers imagination back to the parting 
ſcene between Mrs. Edwin and Mr, Harvey. 
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Perhaps the damps of the ground on 
which he had thrown himſelf at the feet of 
his miſtreſs, had a ſudden effect on his im- 
paired conſtitution; perhaps the tumultuous 
agonies of hopeleſs love affected hm more, 
or whether both acting together had an 


equal ſhare in reducing him to the bed of 


ſickneſs, we have not {kill enough to deter- 
mine ; therefore can only ſay, that returning 
home greatly indiſpoſed, he was immediately 
conveyed to his chamber, and a meſfenger . 
diſpatched for an eminent phyſician in the | 


nerghbourhood. 


The ſucceſſive ſhivers with which he was 
ſeized, and other alarming fymptoms of a 
violent fever, finding no oppoſition to en- 
counter from natural ſtrength and vigour, 
made ſo rapid a progreſs through his whole 
frame, that, before the arrival of Dr. Man- 
ning, reaſon was driven from her throne, 
and he was pronounced by that gentleman 
to be 1n the utmoſt danger. 


What - | 
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What language can ſpeak the heart-rend- 
ing pang this ſentence gave to the boſom 
of parental fondneſs, yet Dr. Harvey had 
called for it, he had inſiſted on knowing the 
worſt, elſe humanity would have held back 
the blow—it was given, it could not be re- 
called, but by the interpoſition of heaven; 
it came fo ſudden he was little prepared for 
its reception, yet his piety, reſignation and 
witdom ſerved to calm the tranſports of 
deſpair. | 


* Silent affliction bears a ſtronger reſemblance 
to real miſery than does the moſt frantic ex- 
preſſions of ungoverned grief, one may affect 
the heart for a moment, the other melts it 
to the impreſſion of laſting ſorrow. 


Dr. Manning had juſt left the houſe with 
a promiſe to return at four in the afternoon, 
when Colonel Fairfax' arrived, and was by 
his own deſire immediately conducted ta 
the ſick man's apartment. | 


His 
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His voice was dinſtinguiſhable at the 
diſtance of ſeveral rooms, raving with all 
the vehemence of diſtraction the Colonel 
walked on, the feelings of his ſoul may be 
better imagined than deſcribed—he opened 
the door, his heart palpitated at the ſcene of 
_ diſtreſs he every moment expected to wit- - 
neſs—he was not diſappointed in his melan- 
choly expeCtations—he beheld the wretched 
father devoutly kneeling by the ſide of 
Henry's bed, his eyes and hands lifted to that 
Almighty Power from whoſe tender mercies 
alone he could expect conſolation. * 3 


Hearing a footſtep, he turned his venerable 
face, without quitting the poſture of afflicted 
humility, he looked at his friend, he groaned, 
he pointed to the bed, he ſpoke not, he 
wept not, his dumb anguiſh would not ad- 
mit the ſmalleſt alleviation. 


Colonel Fairfax was obliged to retire to 
the window, the father's ſituation would have 
been ſufficient to have overthrown all his 


reſolution, - 
6 
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reſolution, but the ſhrieks, the : incoherent 
exclamations, delivered in a yoice of mad- 
neſs from the ſon were inſupportable—he | 
ſurveyed the one, then the other, as hardly 
knowing which was moſt intitled to his com- 
paſſion, at length he flew to the former, and 
taking his hand, endeavoured to raife him 
from his knees. 


What can I ſay, my dear fir, to give you 
comfort, would to God the power of con- 
ſolation was in my reach, wich what joy 
would I impart the bleſſing, Our dear 


Henry may yet recover. 


He may chill, replied the old man, riſing 
with ſecming compoſure, nothing is im- 
poſſible to God, and Ohl. he may —here he 

ſtopt, tears for the firſt time ſtarted, but his 
eyes gave them up like a miier ſparing of 
their bounty. 


Father! facher! father pronounced from 
the bed with, a {hrill and eager voice, ſtopt 
| the 
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the: | Giendly appearance, and drove away 
every trace of compoſure from his counte- 


nance — he threw back the curtains and 
falling by the ſide of his ſon, my child, my 
only child, exclaimed he, behold thy. father ; 
but O my darling, my bleſſed ſon, thou 
knowelt him not. Great God! lighten my bur- 
den, or give me ſtrength to ſupport it, I lift 
up my heart unto thee, turn not away in 
diſpleafure—thou gaveſt me this child in thy 
tender love, thou reſtored him to me in 
thine infinite mercies, Lord! Lord! if it be 
thy gracious pleaſure, once more make me 
a joyful parent, but O my God! if thou ſeeſt 
fit for thy glory and his eternal welfare to 
ſnatch him from my arms, thy will be done; 
O that his penitence may have ſealed the 
pardon for his crimes, and may his precious 
ſoul rejoice in thy preſence everlaſting!!! . 


His friend did not attempt to- comfort. 
him by words, he ſympathized in filent. 
melancholy. 


Poor 
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Poor Henry grew worſe and worſe, his 
groans, his ſcreams, were terrible to nature, 
his father could not longer ſupport them, 
Colonel Fairfax dragged him from the 
chamber. | 


Removed from the ſound of his cries the 
terrors of ſuſpenſe became intolerable, they 
went back to his apartment. 


Dr. Manning returned at the hour ap- 
pointed, he had been eagerly expected, his 
arrival ſeemed to communicate a gleam of 
hope to the diſtracted boſom of parental 
anxiety; but alas! one look from Dr. Man- 
ning, after examining his patient, deſtroyed 
in its birth the ſanguine flatterer, this look 
conveyed a dreadful certainty, humanity. 
gliſtned in his eye, and would have ſoftened 
the fatal ſentence—he felt for the good old 
man, he was himſelf an old man—he was 
himſelf a father—he honored the venerable 
parent, and never found a more diſtreſſing 
difficulty than to announce the wretchedneſs 

which 
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which awaited him. Words on this occa- 
ſion were needleſs, ſilence, a compaſſionate 
ſilence, appeared more gentle, but equally 
expreſſive. 


Dr. Harvey felt its force; great and good 
God, he cried, thy Almighty will be done! 
his arms were croſſed upon his breaſt—his 
grey head bended to the carth=—he retired in 


the ſolemnity of woe. 
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OLONEL Fairfax followed the diſ- 
conſolate father, but finding the door 

of his room locked, he went into another, 
from whence he wrote a few lines to Emely, 
deſiring ſhe would not be uneaſy at his ab- 
ſence, as the ſituation of his friend might 
probably require his attendance, perhaps for 
ſome days. He ſpoke of Mr. Harvey's 
danger and regreted the pain ſhe muſt un- 
avoidably feel on being obliged to diſcover 
it to Mrs. Edwin. 


When this note arrived the ladies were 


- fitting together impatiently expecting the 
Colonel's 
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Colonel's return, it was given into the hand 
of Emely, who immediately cried out from 
my brother. 


Mrs. Edwin grew pale as death, ſhe held 
out her hand, for God's ſake give me the 
note; ſhe could ſay no more, but eagerly 
breaking the ſeal and caſting her- eyes on 
the contents, it is what I feared, it is what 
I expected, exclaimed ſhe, claſping her hands 
together—he will die then—and I- Oh 
Emely -I am doomed to miſery. 


Miſs Fairfax was ſo much affected with 
her agitation, her gentle heart being full of 
ſympathy, that falling on her neck, ſhe cried 
out in a voice interrupted by genuine tears, 
forbid it heaven, if you are miſerable what 
will become of me; my beſt, my kind, my 
deareſt Mrs. Edwin think of your Emely, 
her felicity is ſo cloſely united with your own, 
that the wound which ſtabs the one muſt 
inevitably deſtroy the other, can I be 
happy and you wretched, you loved me 

I 2 once, 
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once, let not this ſtranger rob me of your 
affections, the grief you beſtow on aa will 
kill your Emely. 


Beloved girl, returned Mrs. Edwin, preſſ- 

ing her to the warm heart of friendſhip, 
deareſt Emely, how you afflict me, never can 
I ceaſe to love my amiable girl, I will for 
her fake try to compoſe myſelf, yet time 
muſt be allowed me—it is not for a ſtranger 
that I have given pain to my kind Emely— 
tears muſt long, very long flow to the me- 
mory of my friend—my companion, my 
lover—the friend, the companion, the lover 
of my earlieſt infancy. 


She was filent, nor could Miſs Fairfax ſpeak 
to oppoſe the tender effuſions of a generous 


and noble paſſion. 


Though her heart had never experienced 
the power of love, yet exactly in the ſame 
ſituation, it would have been full as ſuſcepti- 


ble as Mrs, Edwin's, ſhe therefore-no longer 
tried 
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tried to conquer her grief by argument or 
entreaties, ſhe only endeavoured to leſſen 
it by participation. | 


Stern 8 and frantic deſpair poſ- 
ſeit the inhabitants of Edwin-place and 
Broomhall for three tedious days, during 
which time the poor invalid never cloſed his 
eyes to ſleep, or once felt the comfortable 
return of reaſon. Dr. Manning and Colonel 
Fairfax never left his ſide day or night; hour 

after hour rolled away in a courſe of en 
ing care * watchfulneſs. | 


The 8 ea father, worn out with fatigue 
and the moſt dreadful apprehenſions, was at 
length prevailed on to repoſe his grief-worn 
body on a couch, cloſe by: the bed of, his 
expiring ſon, from which the warmeſt per- 
ſuaſions of friendſhip. could not drag him, 


even for a moment. 


The poor old man was juſt fallen into @ 
momentary forgetfulneſs of the ſorrows by 
| L 3 which. 
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which he was ſurrounded, when Dr. Man- 
ning perceived his patient's pulſe to alter in 
ſo ſudden a manner from extreme rapidity 
to extreme languor, that he whiſpered the 
Colonel, all would be ſoon over—his voice 
too underwent an equal alreration, his ravings 
which had been the moſt terrible to be ima- 
gined, ſubſided into a kind of low murmur, 
his eyes were fixed, and in a few minutes 
ſeemed to have cloſed themſelves for ever. 


It is impoſſible to deſcribe the conſter- 
nation of Colonel Fairfax, but the attentive 
phyſician, ſtepping to the table, and taking 
from thence a ſmall mirror, held. it to the 
mouth of his patient, and finding that he 
ſtill breathed, he again felt for his pulſe, but 
they were not diſtinguiſhable, however he 
beckoned ta the Colonel, and they took their 
places as before. 


. 


In about a minute, or rather leſs, the 
Doctor, who ſtill held the hand of Mr. Har- 


vey, felt the returning pulſe, he was alſo ſen- 
| ſible 
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fible that a degree of comfortable moiſture 
attended them, the Colonel examined every 
turn of his countenance, with as much exact- 
neſs as if his own fate had been depending, 
he ſaw it ſuffuſed with benevolent pleaſure and 
ſurpriſe, but he durſt not betray his ſenſations, 
the Doctor having laid a finger on his lips, in 
token of abſolute ſilence, it continued up- 
wards of two hours before he would venture 
to inform him that he began to entertain ſome 
hopes. What they imagined his final diſſo- 
lution, proved a compoſing uninterrupted 
ſleep, he breathed already freer than he had 
done ſince his firſt ſeiſure, he fell into a pro- 
fuſe ſweat, and the Doctor now declared, if 
he awakened refreſhed, and his head in the 
leaſt ſettled, he ſhould have little doubt of 
his recovery, 


How did the Colonel rejoice at this aſſu- 
range, how longed to communicate the. joy- 
ful tidings to Dr. Harvey, to Mrs. Edwin, 
to Emely, how delightful an office to be the 
meſſenger of happineſs, yet he would not 
| 14 quit 
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quit 1 place, he would not ſpeak, IS look 
or breathe, leſt his very breath might deſtroy 
that repoſe on which ſo much depended. 


Another two hours elapſed in profound 
fizence; his tranſports increaſed in proportion 
as he ſaw the Doctor look more and more 
latisfied. 


At length hearing the anxious father ſigh 
deeply, and ſtir as if juſt awakened to a 
ſenſe of his miſery, he got up, walked foftly 
to the ſide of his couch, knelt down, took 
his hand and whiſpered cloſe to his ear, that 


Mr. Harvey was ſleeping, that Dr. Manning 
had hopes. 


His words were few, but they were the 
words of conſolation, and the parent's ſoul 
was open to receive them. 


Venerable old man, how lovely on thy 
furrowed countenance ſat gratitude enthroned, 


how fervent, how pure thy adorations, angels 
| * 
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might have beheld thy devout eyes, raiſed 


to the Omnipotent, nor bluſhed to copy a 
mortal in their oraiſons. 


It was half an hour paſt nine in the even- 
ing, when Mr. Harvey fell into that happy 
fleep, which ſerved as a foundation for build- 
ing the moſt favourable expectations, and 
it was likewiſe near one the next day before 
he awakened, in which time his fever was 
much abated and his phrenzy quite gone, yet 
was he ſo extremely weak and low that though 
he knew his father and his friend, he could 
only hold out his hand to them, but was un- 
able to utter a ſyllable. 


The certainty of his being reſtored to his 
ſenſes, together with the reviving cordial of 
hope, which the truly benevolent phyſician 
now adminiſtred in no ſparing proportion, 
let in ſuch a tide of joy upon the heart of his 
aſſectionate father, as overwhelmed every 
idea but thoſe of peace and comfort. 


. 15 Hu 
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His love and gratitude to Colonel Fair- 
fax, his thankfulneſs to Nr. Manning, knew 
no bounds. 


The former took this happy opportunity 

of making Mrs. Edwin and his ſiſter par- 
takers of the general joy, it was a deſign 
worthy of himſelf, he haſtened to perform 
it and found them together, 


CHAP 
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I'S countenance conveyed to them the 
firſt tidings of hope, poor Mrs. Edwin 
| ſtood greatly in need of the welcome ap- 
pearance, her ſpirits had been ſunk to the 
loweft ebb by the unfavorable meſſages ſhe 
hourly received in her courſe of repeated 
enquiries, during the laſt three days; - ſhe felt 
them revive at ſceing the Colonel's face 
dreſſed in {miles of ſatisfaction, and received 
an account of the bleſſed alteration, for which 
" ſhe had inceflantly prayed with extacies of 
pleaſure. Emely's delight was little inferior, 
in ſhort they all three congratulated them- 
ſelves and one another, in ſuch tranſports of 
| 3 grladneſs, 
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gladneſs, as if in Mr. Harvey's danger, they 
had each been threatened with the loſs of a 
beloved brother. 


The London expedition was again revived, 
and talked of with its former avidity; Mrs. 
Edwin's friend had already prepared a fur- 
niſhed houſe for the ladies, and it was now 
ſettled that Emely ſhould ſet out the day 
following to take leave of Mrs. Dormer, that 
her brother ſhould efcort her thither, and 
from thence purſue his journey to the me- 
tropolis, that Mrs, Edwin ſhould join her 
young friend at Dormer-Lodge in four or 
five days, and afterwards that they ſhould 
together follow the Colonel with all Rene 
_—_— 


The reaſon Mrs. Edwin gave for not 
going to her ſiſter's with Emely, was buſineſs 
of conſequence, which required her preſence 
a few days longer in that part of the coun- 
try, nor can we pretend to contradict it. 


buſineſs of the heart f is certainly of the ut- 
9 N moſt 


oY 
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= moſt conſequence, and hers would have been 
in dreadful confuſion had ſhe left the neigh- 
bourhood of Broomhall before its well-loved 
inhabitant was further advanced in regauung 
that health, on which ſhe had ſeverely felt 
her whole telicity depended. 


Colonel Fairfax, at the earneſt intreaties 
of Emely, who ſaw that he wanted repoſe, 
was prevailed upon to retire, but his eyes, 
ſo long unuſed to ſleep, in vain courted 
the neglected ſtranger, finding all attempts 
fruitleſs he left his bed, refolving to ſee Mr. 
Harvey once more, and if he found Dr. 
Manning's opinion ſtill favorable, to purſue - 
the ſcheme they had planned for the next 
day; impatient to realize the dreams of ſplen- 
did happineſs, which his ſanguine imagination 
had been lately carving out for Emely. | 


An interview with his aunt, Lady Dorothy, 
was what he moſt ardently-longed for, he had 
never ſeen her ladyſhip but once, and that 
once long before the death of his father, he 

could 
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could not recolle& any particular marks of 
kindneſs ſhe then beſtowed on him, however 
truſting a little to his own deſerts, and a great 
deal to the beauty and merit of his ſiſter, 
he forefaw the ſpeedy accompliſhment of 


all his wiſhes. 


With the character of Lady Dorothy he 
was well acquainted, and knew, if Emely 
ſhould be ſucceſsful enough to gain any ſhare 
in her aunt's affections, ſhe muſt be contented 
to divide them with many rivaks. | 


A worthy huſband and a beautiful infant, 
the only child ſhe ever bore, neither of 
whom at this time exiſted, had, when living, 
| ſhared only a portion of her heart, the moſt 
confiderable part was occupied by dogs, 
monkeys, birds and ſquirrels, of _ ſhe 


was extravagantly fond. 


Hers were all dogs, monkeys, birds and 
ſquirrels of faſhion, their educations were 


after the- moſt faſhionable model, they had 
difterent 
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different maſters to inſtruct them how to 
counteract and totally deſtroy the handywork 
of nature, how to twiſt and turn in all the 
various diſtortions of art; her dogs muſt 
ſtand erect, her monkeys exhibit in a minuet, 
her birds ſing by note, and her ſquirrels 
having no capacity for thoſe polite accom- 
pliſhments, were taught the more ſimple 
qualification of obedience, which for ſo in- 
ſenſible an animal was no ſmall undertaking, 
but te their own credit and the glory of 
their maſter be it ſpoken, they gained ſo much 
by his inſtructions, that they would fit on 
their lady's toilet, neſtle in her muff, or creep 
into her pocket with as much docility as a 
good ſoldier obeys the commands of his 
adjutant,—-In ſhort, through this whole po- 
lite and happy family, nothing was neglected 
but their morals; could any thing be more 
like people of faſhion! 


Beſides this extraordinary fondneſs for the 
animal creation, Lady Dorothy had other 
paſſions equally ridiculous, though theit 

| 6 gratification 
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gratification was ſometimes attended with 
leſs harmleſs conſequences. 


Next to ſeeing her dear little family in 
perfect health and ſpirits, her darling joy 
proceeded from having it ſaid in all compa- 
nies, that Lady Dorothy Petting had brought 
about a marriage between ſuch an heireſs 
and ſuch a Lord, or ſuch a Lady and the 
rich heir of a Sir William, a Sir John, or a 
Sir Michael. This paſſion for match-making 
gave her infinite confeguence with the young 
of both ſexes, they flocked in crowds to her 
houſe, from the very ſame motives for which 
her houſe was open to receive them. 


Miſtaken good nature and a fooliſh vanity 
were her Ladyſhip's incentives to ſo ftrange 
a conduct, ſhe really was not ill tempered, 
and thought it mightily praiſe worthy to 
aſſiſt Providence in bringing together thoſe 
whom her - diſcernment made her fee, or 
imagine that ſhe ſaw, deſtined for each other: 
often, very often, ſhe totally miſtook its pur- 

| | pole, 
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poſe, ſo that it ſeldom happened but her 
officious ſervices were repaid with execrations 
of the huſband, and reproaches of the wife, 
perhaps the only point they.ever agreed on, 
was a molt violent hatred for the perſon by 
whoſe means they had been united, and in 
this ſingle inſtance their hearts were always 
in perfect uniſon, | 


To ſuch a height did this prepoſterous 
inclination carry Lady Dorothy, that when 
Captain Fairfax, her favorite brother, married 
Miſs Darlington, ſhe took ſo heinouſſy all 
her not being conſulted in the affair, that 
ſhe never would hear of a reconciliation, and 
ſuffered him to leave the world without 
abating her reſentment ; once, by accident, 
ſhe met him with his ſon, who was then 
about nine years old, ſhe would have mar- 
ried the child at a proper time into ſome 
noble family, as ſhe has ſince confeſſed, but 
was then too angry to take the leaſt notice 
of him or of his father, 


a 
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©» N 


186 * DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 


The firſt impreſſion ſhe received in favor 
of her nephew and niece, proceeded from the 
advantageous reports every where ſpread 
abroad of Colonel Fairfax's martial ſpirit 
and gallantry ; neither did fame neglect, when 
ſounding eulogiums to his valour, humanity 
and underſtanding, to proclaim alſo his per- 
ſonal perfections, which had no ſmall weight 
with her ladyſhip, and on hearing a particular 
friend who had ſeen Emely in the country, 
ſpeak of her as the paragon of accompliſhed ' 
beauty; ſhe took it into her ſerious conſi- 
deration, that under her patronage and influ- 
ence, they might both find a future eſtabliſn- 
ment to the honor of themſelves and family. 


On this foundation proceeded the invita- 
tion which ſhe immediately diſpatched, and 
which the Colonel not embracing, incurred 
thereby her heavy diſpleaſure, however two 
letters ſhe received from him whilſt abroad, 
though ſhe would not condeſcend at that time 
to anſwer them, ſo much ſoftened her anger, 
as to revive in ſome degree her former re- 
| _ ſolutions, 
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ſolutions, upon which her domeſtics were 
ordered the moment ſhe heard of his return to 
England that he was to be admitted, if as 
ſhe thought it moſt probable, he ſhould 
ever make another attempt to viſit her; 
ſhe further commanded, though it ſhould 
happen they had denied her to all other com- 
pany, her nephew notwithſtanding was to be 
let up; ſhe even longed with impatience to 
behold a man fo much the object of univer- 
ſal admiration, yet proudly determined ſhe 
would never put it in his power to reject 
ſuch another offer as ſhe once made, but 
that if ever ſhe reſtored him to her favor, 
he ſhould convince her by making the firſt 
advances, it would not be thrown away, or 
received with ingratitude, | 


Such were her ladyſhip's reſolves—whe- 
ther moſt kind or cruel, moſt unjuſt or equi- 
table, let our readers determine, whilſt we 
proceed to a new chapter, and our connexions 
in the country, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XV. 


LONEL Fairfax finding Mr. Har- 
- vey much better at his return, and the 
MAilful phyſician declaring him out of dan- 
ger, he communicated to Dr. Harvey his 
whole intended plan of operations, and the 
good man having promiſed to join him in 
London as ſoon as the health of his ſon would 
permit, they parted, not without regret, and. 
our hero thought himſelf rich in the bleſſings 
he received from his venerable friend, he 
did not bluſh at his own feelings, nor do we 
bluſh at avowing them. 


It — pretty gentlemen or bloods of ſpirit 
| ſhould 
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ſhould be hardy enough to laugh at his or 
our antiquated notions, we can venture to 
aſſure them they are not poſſeſt of that prin- 
ciple, which, like the valuable ſecret in chy- 
miſtry, ſo long and vainly ſought after, has 
the happy power of converting apparent 
trifles into real treafures. The man who is 
in poſſeſſion of this ſame principle which we 
fhall call by the ſimple appellation of hu- - 
manity, has a thouſand opportunities of en- 
riching himſelf, whereas people unacquainted 
with the myſteries of benevolence muſt always 
remain, as to this important ſecret, in a ſtate 
of abſolute ignorance. 


Aſk a miſer, a ſquanderer, a coxcomb, or 
the adventurer, in what riches conſiſt, and 
perhaps they will laugh at your folly, -nay; 
think you a downright 1deot, for ſuppoſing - 
it can convey any other n than o_ 
money and eſtates. 


Aſk the man of reaſon, of ſenſibility, of 
hono „ aſk the fame queſtion of Colonel 
Fairfax, 
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Fairfax, his actions will tell you, true riches 
are derived from the mind, that they increaſe 
by the felicity of others, by a ſelf-approving 
conduct, by offices of kindneſs, by returns | 
of gratitude, by the approbation of all good 
people, and not in a ſmall degree by bene- 
dictions from men, ſuch as Dr. Harvey. 


And now, gentle reader, permit us to 
propoſe one ſhort enquiry: Do you appre- 
hend the reaſon why Colonel Fairfax, who 
in his life had never concealed any thing 
maternal from his quondam tutor, ſhould 
never have hinted to him the preference 
which he well knew Mrs. Edwin entertained - 
for Mr. Harvey, which was the moſt mate- 
rial of any other for him to be acquainted 


with: 


Me ſuppoſe you anſwer in the negative, 
and ſhall therefore take upon ourſelves to 
declare it. 


Accident firſt revealed to him the ſenti- 
timents 
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3 of that lady, and the con 3 ſne 
was afterwards pleaſed to repoſe in him, 
made a declaration of them even to the father 
of the man ſhe favored, appear not only highly 
ungenerous, but a ſoliciſm in friendſhip, which 
in his opinion nothing ever could repair; on 
this conſideration he left the lovers, as he 
hoped to a happy explanation, and had not 
the leaſt doubt if they arrived to the felicity 
he ſincerely wiſhed them, Dr. Harvey would 
be ſoon the confident of both. 


Every thing was now ſettled for Emely's 
and her brother's departure, and the evening 
preceding their intended journey, the former 
being employed in ſome neceſſary prepara- 
tions, Mrs. Edwin hinted to the latter a re- 
newal of her own and of Mr. Harvey'srequeſt. 
Colonel Fairfax ſaw her delicate confuſion on 
that occaſion, and haſtened to relieve it, by 


fixing her attention intirely on that n 
gentleman's ſtory. 


Concealments he thought of any kind 
might 
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might be injurious to both, he was authoriſed 
to reveal the whole tranſaction without re- 
ſerve, he therefore was explicit even to a 
degree of exactneſs. 


Truth can never appear ſo lovely as when 
drefſed in the flowing ornaments of elo- 
quence, in thoſe the Colonel advanced her 
to the view of Mrs. Edwin, and truth her- 
ſelf threw a tranſparent veil of compaſſion 
over thoſe faults ſhe was obliged to expoſe, 
through which veil the eye of benevolence 
would behold them with leſs diſguſt. On 
the glorious penitent, on his exalted ſenti - 
ments of filial duty, on his noble efforts of 
returning virtue, ſhe caſt the piercing ray 
of Heaven's illuminating brightneſs, and 
who could turn their ſight from fo reful- 
gent an object, to fix it on the dark train of 
errors, by which it had been preceded ; if 
there is a mind fo depraved, it was not Mrs. 
Edwin's, her Henry's ſufferings had more 
than cancelled his offences, 


3 The 
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The ColoneP's pathetic deſeription of that 

Heart rending ſituation in which he firſt 
beheld Mr. Harvey at the French hotel, the 
greatnefs of his contrition, the ſenſibility, the 
generoſity and fublime piety which he then 
diſcovered, would have drawn tears from a 
lefs gentle, or a leſs intereſted hearer, than 
the perſon to whom the ſad relation was ad- 
drefſed—hers flowed without intermiſſion, 
ſhe could not prevent her continuance from 
ſpeaking the ſentiments which agitated her 

boſom; nothing was there expreſſed reſem- 
bling either anger or indifference; grief, love 
and tender pity were depictured in ftrong 
and lively colours, ſhe grieved for the errors 
of his youth, ſhe pitied him for the conſe- 
quences which had attended them, ſhe loved 
him for a thouſand ineſtimable virtues, Evi- 
dently ripened to perfection, in the gloomy 
but wholeſome ſchool of affliction; ſhe with- 
ech his future happineſs equal to her own, 
ſhe hoped, and who will condemn the bene- 
volence of ſuch a hope, that it would be one 
vol. 1. K day 
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day in her power to ſoften the remembrance 
of his former ſorrows. | 


" Colonel Fairfax was too polite to be in- 
quilitive, but ſhe alſo was too candid to con- 
ceal her ſentiments — ſhe confided in his 
friendſhip, he honored her generous ſenſibi- 
lity, he approved it with that warmth of 
approbation to which a mind like hers or 
his can only be ſuſceptible, 


Emely joined mem ſoon aſter the Colonel 
had finiſhed his narrative, and the evening 
was ſpent with that real ſatisfaction ever 
attendant on the votaries of innocent chear- 


fulneſs. 


| A night of reſt ſucceeded, and the next 

morning having received very favorable ac- 
counts of Mr. Harvey, Mrs. Edwin tenderly 
embraced Miſs Fairfax, accepted an affec- 
tionate ſalute from the Colonel, and with the 


hopes of ſoon meeting again, ſaw them ſet 
off | 
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off in ker own chariot and four for Dormer 


They were received by the ſiſter of Mrs. 
Edwin and her huſband, with the moſt cor- 
dial welcome; neither of them were poſſeſt 
of that native elegance which diſtinguiſhed 
the charming inhabitant of Edwin-phace, 
they were much her inferiors too in point 
of refined underſtanding, yet they had plain 
good ſenſe, good nature, and good inclina- 
tions in great abundance. 


The ſtrongeſt attachment for each other 
was evidently conſpicuous in the whole con- 
duct of Mr. and Mrs. Dormer ; nature ne- 
ver formed the different ſexes with minds. 
and manners more exactly ſimilar; both, in 
the morning of life, had ſeen a good deal 
of what is called the. faſhionable world, and 
both in the noon of their days entertained. 
ſo perfect a diſreliſh for every other enjoy- 
ment than what they found in a happy re- 
tirement, that they were almoſt as totally 

K 2 unacquainted 
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unacquainted with the beau- mond as the 
beau mond are unacquainted with the de- 
Jightful calm of peace-inſpiring ſerenity and 
domeſtic , 


1 was not a little difficult for Colonel 
Fairfax, at the end of three days, to obtain 
permiſſion of thoſe worthy people for his 
departure. They preſſed, they intreated 
him to ſtay, perhaps with leſs politeneſs than 
liofpitality; for well we know that honeſt 
heartineſs, which our anceſtors were far from 
deſpiſing, is now perfectly inconſiſtent with 
the rules of polite breeding, 


It is poſſible ſome very old man, who 
may chance to read theſe memoirs, and who 
has not forgot the ancient cuſtom of prefling 
in the days of his forefathers, now riſes hun- 
gry from the luxurious tables of great Lords, 
great Miniſters, and great Perſonages of all 
denominations, becauſe they are of too much 
conſequence to give him any afliſtance, and 
too polite to defire = wall help himſelf; 
ſuch 
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ſuch an old man may poſſibly find ſome good 

atuted excuſe for Mr. and Mrs. Dormer's 
offence againſt politeneſs, but from our 
readers of the preſent age we do not expect 
the leaſt clemency. 


Having left Emely at Dormer Lodge, 
we ſhall accompany her brother to London, 
the grand theatre on which many of our fu- 
ture ſcenes will be exhibited. - : 


R 3 CHAP, 
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CHAP XVI. 


QLONEL Fairfax finiſhed the re- 
mainder of his journey on horſeback, 
attended by one ſervant, ſuch a one as will 
never be met with amongſt thoſe myriads of 
powdered coxcombs who ſurround the tables 
of great men—precede her grace the dutcheſs 
of Love-Pomp'schair--ſwing careleſsly behind 
the coach of Lord Penſionſeek, when he at- 
tends the minifter's levee—wait in the lobby 
of an opera night. - promote riots at the play- 
houſe—confult the looking glaſs as often as 
their ladies - and vie with their maſters. in the 
elegance of a noſegay, the ſweetneſs of per- 
fumes, and every other ſpecies of luxurious 
effeminancy. 
Sometimes 
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Sometimes indeed theſe party coloured 
mementos of extravagant folly has the good 
effect of putting their ſuperiors to the bluſh— 
a macaroni may be ſtruck with a momen- 
tary ſname at ſeeing his dreſs, his air, his 
manners, exactly copied by his footman— 
Vanity may make them lay aſide thoſe par- 
ticularities in which they find themſelves 
equalled, if not excelled ; but. their lively ge- 
nius will not let them fall a prey to the ſober 
dictates of reaſon : that ſame genius which 
had before expoſed them, puſhes them 
on to new abſurdities ; and again thoſe great 
Originals become the ſubject of imitation 
the cauſe never ceaſes, neither can the effect, 
as long as ſhadow is produced by ſubſtance. 


Thomas Parr was no more like his bre- 
thren of the ſhoulder knot, than a court lady is 
like a handmaid of nature; a feathered fop 
like a Middleſex yeoman; cruelty like mer- 
cy; juſtice like bribery, or the promiſes of a 
man in power, like the genuine . of 


lincerity, 
* Honeſt | 
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HFHeneſt Parr much reſembled a ruſty an- 
tique; a coin that. will not paſs current, but 
in the poſſeſſion of a connoiſſeur is highly eſti- 
mated. Man and boy he had lived with our 
hero, and the father of our hero, thirty ſeven 
years; he had followed the former through 
all his campaigns, and all his travels, with 
unwearied fidelity: Thomas had ſcen the 
world, or imagined that he had feen it. But 
Thomas would have ſcorned a baſe action.— 
Thomas loved his maſter, and revered him 
next to his maker; but Thomas had a good 
memory, and could not forget the freedoms 
he uſed with him when a ſtripling, and would 
ſtill venture at certain times to entertain him 
with a tale or a joke. Thomas was perſectly 
reſpectſul - but Thomas was talkative. Tho- 
mas would joyfully have preferred the ſafety 
and joy of his maſter to ſelf preſervation—but 
Thomas would have done wrong to no man, 
even to do his maſter the moſt eſſential ſer- 
vice. Thomas, in his own opinion, was a 
brave man — but Thomas could weep with 
the afflicted, and rejoice with the happy. 

| In 
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In ſhort, Thomas had many good quali- 
ties, few foibles; the Colonel rewarded the 
former with kindneſs, to the latter he was al- 
ways indulgent ; had he taken from him the 
liberty of ſpeaking in his preſence, the life of 
his faithful ſervant would have been a fore 
burden ; he wiſhed to make it comfortable, 
he therefore ſuffered him to purſue” the bent 
of his humour, and liſtened with a fmiling 
countenance to his efforts of witticiſm; for 
be it known, Thomas in the days of his 
youth, had been the wit of a certain pariſh, 
in which he officiated as clerk and fidler, be- 
fore he lowered his dignity by humble ſervi- 
tude ; his wit was not of that dangerous kind 
which blazes fiercely, and is not only ſoon 
deſtroyed by the force of its own fires, but 
alſo extends its confuming flames to the total 
deſtruction of memory, reaſon, and reflection; 
his wit did not in the ſmalleſt degree reſemble 
Swift's, neither was it attended with the ſame - 
melancholy conſequences, being much under 
proof; its powers were leſs intoxicating it 
never loſt him a friend by its impetuous ſallies, 

K 5 or 
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or overflowed wats * the r ol of 
its ö motion. os f 19 .;4 | 


The ana of our 1 and his ithful 
1 ſuch as we have deſcribed him, ar- 
rived at the hotel in King- Street, St. James's 
Square, about ſeven in the evening, that be- 
ing rather a late hour to perform the neceſ- 
{ary operation of dreſſing, preparative to his 
intended viſit, he ſat down and wrote a polite 
card-to lady Dorothy, with inquiries after her 
ladyſhip's health, and a deſire of being admit- 
ted to the honour of paying his FRO to, 
ber the next morning. 

, 
| This card he ordered Thomas to carry 
early che day following, and Thomas was 
mightily pleaſed with the commiſſion; her 
ladyſhip's woman happened to be his old ac- 


quaintance; ſhe was the beauty, he the wit 
of the ſame village, about the ſame era, and 
by his recommendation, the father of his pre- 
ſent maſter had got her placed as an attend- 
aut on his lilter 10 Dorothy Petting. The. 
25 unlucky: 


- 4 
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unlucky diſagreement which happened ſoon 
after, occaſioned by Mr. Fairfax's marriage 
with Miſs Darlington, broke off all connec- 
tion between the families, conſequently be- 
tween their domeſtics, fo that when Thomas 
heard he was once more likely to ſee Mrs. 
Bridget Deacon, he grinned a ghaſtly ſmile, 
and with circumvolution of words, aſſured 
the Colonel his commands ſhould be * 

m obeyed. | | 


Thomas Parr, we can poſitively affirm, 
had never been in love, on the contrary, he 
was one of thoſe tough -bachelors, againſt 
whom Cupid blunts his arrows in vain ; he 
hugged himſelf in his freedom as a ſingle 
man, and if by chance he met with a cotem- 
porary, who had bartered it for the ſhackles 
of matrimony, he always ſhook: his head, as 
much as to ſay, fool, fool, why have you done 
This? nay, he has been heard to declare, if 
the devil did not come upon earth to viſit his 
ſins in the ſhape of a wife, he would bid him 
defiance in any other form he ſhould aſſume. . 

K 6 Putting, 
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Putting love quite out of the queſtion, his 
reaſons for deſiring to behold and converſe 
with Mrs. Bridget, were two-fold ; firſt; that 
he may be gratified by receiving her thanks 
for the ſervice he had done her thirty years 
ago, having, according to his ſimple nature, 
no 2 that an obligation was of 
leſs value at the end of any ſtated time, than 
it was when firſt conferred. on the obliged 
perſon ; and ſecondly, he ſhould feel him- 
ſelf proud to talk of his dear maſter, and his 
dear maſter's affairs withour reſtraint. 


8 met with a very cordial reoep- 
tion from his old acquaintance in Groſvenor- 
Square; Mrs. Deacon, and all the upper 
table ladies and gentlemen were aſſembled to 
breakfaſt in the ſteward's room, of which re- 
paſt he was warmly invited to partake, and as 
readily accepted; but now a difficulty occur- 
red, he could not eaſily provide himſelf with 

z chair, every vacaney being occupied by 
Lady Dorothy's ſpotted and feathered favo- 
rites of all denominations, which are ſignified 

| In. 


in che vocabulary of anirnated nature, after 
ſome reſiſtance on the part of two ſpaniels of 
the royal breed, they ar laſt condeſcended to 
take a place on the ſoft lap of Mrs. Deacon, 
and Thomas ſucceeded to the abdicated — 


| His firſt buſineſ had been 6s deliver his 
maſter's billet, and to deſire it might be car- 
ried up imrnediately to her ladyſnhip, but was 
informed, that lady Dorothy was not yet 
ſtirring, and that nobody could venture to 
diſturb her till ſne ſummoned them by her 
bell. Thomas, who had ſenſe enough to 
know there was no appeal from che laws of 
neceſſity, was forced to ſubmit to the delay, 
though knowing his maſter's impatience, his 
own was but little inferior, to be ſent back 
with her OT 8 r N anſwer. 


Methinks, Mrs. Dessen aue Thomas, 
ſurveying archly the numerous birds and 
beaſts that partly formed the ſocial cirele; 
methinks, Mrs. Bridget Deacon, you might. 
have employed your time to better purpoſe, 

6 ſince 
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ſince I ſaw you laſt, than in raiſing up ſuch 
a family as this? how much better is a 
huſband than a monkey, and children than 
lap and parrots ? the roguiſh ſmile and 
ſhrug of the ſhoulders that accompanied this 
obſervation, gained the ſpeaker very general 
applauſe from the ladies and gentlemen of 
the round table, and was received with a par- 
ticular expreſſion of countenance by the per- 
ſon to whom it was addreſſed, who with a 
tender ſimper, directed full at the face of 

Thomas Parr, replied with equal readineſs, 
you verify the old ſaying, Mr. Thomas, once 
a. wit and always a wit; but you have no 
right to be funny on us ſingle people, unleſs 
you had ſet us an example in the way of 


* 
. OC OAE. 
- 
* ' 


I 
FIRE. 


Eyes off miſtreſs Bridget ! T never was 
married, nor ever intend to be married, and 1 
believe my maſter, God bleſs him, is pretty 


much of my mind for the matter of that. 
2: r r ; ; | 
Oh 
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Oh dear! he will change his opinion, re- 
torted the waiting gentle woman, ſomewhat 
diſconcerted, if he means to be in favor of my 
lady, ſhe'll get him a wife I warrant you, whe- 
ther he likes it or not; if there were but two 
joint ſtools in the houſe, ſhe would * chem 
together. . 


We muſt take our chance for that, ſays 
Thomas, but as her ladyſhip has let you ef- 
cape, I hope I may be ſafe, and as to * 
he muſt take care of himſelf, 


One of the younger abigails now obſerved, 
that ſhe had heard ſay the Colonel was pro- 
digious handſome. 


Handſome, repeated Thomas ! that is the 
leaſt of his recommendations, he has the 
nobleſt heart, and the beft temper of any man 
in the king's domintons, and as to handſome- 
neſs, de fee ma'me, a dozen fine ladies have 

broke their heart ſtrings about him already, 
beſides as many more that have made nuns 
of 
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of themſelves for his ſake, and twice that 
number, God bleſs him, I know he has been 
as kind to as heart could wiſh. Here lady 
 Dorothy's bell ſummoned Mrs. Deacon, who 
anftantly repaired to her ladyſhip's bed-cham- 
ber, carrying with her the note from Colonel 

Fairfax. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


'S ſoon as Mrs, Deacon made her ap- 
pearance at the bedſide of her lady, 
having firſt drawn up one of the window-cur- 
tains high enough to admit juſt as much 
light as would make the objects about her 
diſtinguiſhable, ſhe ſaw lady Dorothy ſetting 
up in the bed wringing her hands, and appa- 
rently much diſordered ; but this diſmay was 
not fully obſerved by the attendant, till offer- 
ing the note, and telling her it from - 
Colonel Fairfax, her ladyſhip bruſh'd it away, 
crying out at the ſame time, dont tal to me 
of notes or Colonels, but ſend inſtantly for 
Doctor Philter, I am dying, abſolutely 
dying! | 


p errified 
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Terrified at the exclamation, her affrighted 
woman was hurrying to the door to call 
aſſiſtance, when Lady Dorothy bid her return 
and give her hartſhorn and water,-which hav- 
ing ſwallowed, ſhe burſt into tears, and de- 
clared herſelf ſo much relieved, that there 
would be no occaſion, ſhe hoped, for the 
doctor; but tell me, continued ſhe, and tell 
me truly, without endeavouring, through a a 
well intended, but cruel tenderneſs, to ſoften 
the blow that threatens me, or attempting to 
impoſe on my underſtanding, by breaking the 
fatal tidings to me, as if I wanted reſolution 
to bear the whole weight of the misfortunes 
which you fear will overwhelm me; fpeak 
and tell me at once, are pompy and _ 
both, both dead ? 3: U Gt 


210 


Dead, my lady! they are in perfect health 
and ſpirits, I aflure your ladyſhip. 


node ant ebe mH 
little family, are they all ſafe, no ſickneſs. 
Amongſt them, no accident? 


AU 
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All fafe and all well my lady, the ſweet 
ereatures had juſt finiſhed their breakfaſt at 
the ſecond table when your ladyſhip's bell 


Dear good woman, what comfort you give 
me. I think I would never go to bed again, 
if I was ſure to have another ſuch dream as 


I awakened from this morning, 


Your ladyſhip dreamed perhaps that * 
world was coming to an end. 


A thouſand times worſe, Diogo infinitely - 
more terrifying ; I thought I ſaw the appa- 
rition of my huſband carrying away pompy 
and ſpider in his arms, whilſt the beautiful 
little ſpider barked and growled in a tone fo 
bewitchingly plaintive, that I ſcreemed after 
the ghoſt of poor Mr. Petting, to make him 
releaſe it, and the ſound of my own voice 
awakened me; what Deacon, from ſuch a 
dream as this, could I expect but to hear 


from 
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from thee, that one or both of * ue 
little ones were dead. | 


Mrs. Deacon having congratulated her 
lady on this alarm, being but a dream, again 
preſented the billet, ſaying, Will you pleaſe 
my lady to open the Colonel's note, his ſer- 
want waits below for your ladyſhip's anſwer. 


Oh, yes, give it me, I have ſpirits now to 
enter into the common affairs of life, and 
having caſt her eyes over the contents, fend 
my compliments to Colonel Fairfax, ſaid ſhe, 
ſay I am not yet riſſen, but that I ſhall be glad 
to ſee him at three &clock, before 1 go out 
to air. This meſſage being conveyed. to 
Thomas, he took his departure to Nover- 
Street, where the Colonel had taken lodgings, 
and Mrs. Deacon returned to aſſiſt at her 
lachs toilet. 


Lady Dorothy aſſured that all was well 
with thoſe dear creatures who poſſeſſed her 
undivided affections, and pleaſed that her 
nephew 
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nephew was arrived in town, her heart ex, 
panded to receive all forts of agreeable im- 
preſſions, and having put a ſcore of maternal 
queſtions to Deacon, of how her family had 
reſted, what they had cat, &c. all of which 
was anſwered to her perfect ſatisfaction, ſhe 
next turned her thoughts to the eſtabhſhment 
of her nephew, to whom report had been la- 
viſn of encomiums really his due; ſhe knew 
his patrimony was ſlender, but ſne conſider- 
ed his birth, and his no very diſtant views of 
an earl's coronet, as more than an equivalent 
for the deficiencies of fortune; beſides his 
figure and education ſhe ſuppoſed would en- 
ſure him a flattering” reception to whatever 
flight his devours might be carried. Imagi- 
nation is a hobby-horſe that often runs away 
with his rider, galloping over improbabilities 
blindfolded; and clearing every precipiece of 
obſtruction with as much eaſe as a blood horſe 
leaps the. bar, yet ſeldom reaches the goal: 
whither this was the caſe with Lady Dorothy's 
Preſent hobby, we ſhall ſee in due time. 


Before 
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- Before ſhe had taken off her night cap, or 
even put on her ſtays, with only a looſe wrap- 
Ping gown thrown round her ſhoulders, ſhe 
fat herſelf down at her writing table, and pro- 
duced the three following notes, which having 
fealed and directed, Deacon put them into 
the hands of as many footman, with repeated. 
eharges not to return without anſwers, as the 
tadies could not, ſhe ſaid, but be at home at 
that early hour, it being no more than twen- 
ty five minutes and three ſeconds paſt one 
o'clock by her watch, and which ſhe regu- 
lated every day by the Horſe Guards. 


. 
ö -To LADY CHARLOTTE Oz. 


My dear creature, you mult poſitively dine 

with me to-morrow at ſix o'clock ; my doors 

will not be open to the multitude till eleven, 

I have the happineſs to tell your ladyſhip my 
dear little ones are all well, 

Yours moſt ſincerely, yr 

0 D. PrrriI c. 

N20 A CARD. 
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Lad Dorothy Petting preſents W com- 
pliments to Lady Watchit and Lady Auguſ- 
ta Drawl, and requeſts the honor of their 
company to a family dinner to-morrow ; it 
will be very obliging of Lady Watchit, if ſhe. 
will be ſo good to announce to any of her 
friends, that Lady Dorothy will be. at home 
(0-MOrToW evening. | 


N becauſe it 


bore the moſt imporggat meaning of all her 
* 8 productions, ran thus : Wente 


| Right om: Lavy SeLina DanGLE, 


* My Dear Lady Selina, If it was not for. 
your exceſſive good nature, I ſhould fear to 
alk you ſo great a favour, as that your lady- 
ſhip would do me the honor to dine with me 
at. ſo thort a notice as to- morrow; I am 
ſhocked at my own freedom, though aſſured 
of your indulgence, I dread leſt it may not 
AHI e a 


„ a - 
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be in your power to do more than pardon 
me; can it be poſſible to expect ſo much 
good fortune as to find Lady Selina Dangle 
diſengaged even at the diſtance of a month, 
how much leſs reaſon is there to hope with 
only one poor day for my advocate, ſuch an 
object as you are to the whole world of 
faſhion; but if it is poſſible I know you will 
oblige me; I am dying with impatience to 
preſent to your ladyſhip a new acquiſition 
that I have received 1 into my —_ 


2 . Os honor to be, with dorms: 
attachment, &c. &c. 
0. P ETTIN 0. 


„ 


It is natural to ſuppoſe that our conkers 
may have ſome curioſity to be better ac- 
quainted with the ladies to whom Lady Po- 
rothy difpatched her invitations, we ſhall 
therefore bring them forward with their ſeve- 
ral endowments and ſituations, ina ſick af 
e chapter. n 


C HAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


AD Charlotte Ogle was the daughter 
of a deceaſed Peer, more remarkable 
for the ancient date of his creation than for 
the ſplendour of his fortune; but being a 
widower, and having no male heir in imme- 
diate deſcent, the whole of his perſonal ef- 
ſects, amounting to upwards of ſeventeen 
thouſand pounds, devolved on Lady Char- 
lotte, as his only ſurviving child ; but alas! 
what is that poor pittance to ſupport a mo» 
dern bred woman of quality, at leaſt fo 
thought Lady Charlotte Ogle, her extreme 
poverty was the favorite topic on which ſhe 
delighted to dwell, and always quitted it with 
YOL, I. L as 
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as much regret as a lover does the praiſes 
of his miſtreſs; ſhe was neither young or 
handſome, wiſe or well-diſpoſed, but poſſeſt 
a fund of cunning and diſſimulation, the na- 
ture of which was not to be detected by 
common obſervers, and acute penetration 
was not ſo general a ſcience as to obſtruct 
her paſſage into the houſes and hearts of 
almoſt all the reſpectable perſonages, whoſe 
equality brought them into the circle of her 
acquaintance, amongſt whom ſhe paſſed for 
the moſt amiable woman in the world; 
many wives had been reduced from happi- 
neſs to miſery, many huſbands expoſed, 
daughters had eloped, and ſons been diſin- 
herited in families which had been diſtin- 
quiſhed by an intimacy with Lady Charlotte 
Ogle; yet no eye ever glanced ſuſpicion on 
the ſpecious Lady Charlotte, as the author 
or promoter of ſuch ſort of grievances, or 
had it yet been diſcovered that the love of 
miſchief was the moſt predominate in her 
fair boſom, of any other female paſſion barely 
ſhort of this was her inſatiable avarice, and 

3 | 1 
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it was their influence united that had bound 
her in the ſtrongeſt bonds of profeſſional 
friendſhip with Lady Dorothy Petting, in 
whoſe weakneſs both were abundantly- gra- 
tified, ſhe aſſiſted her Ladyſhip with great 
zeal in coupling thoſe together who ſhe 
knew would plague and torment each other 
for the reſt of their lives, and ſhe found no 
{mall benefit occur from a liberal propen- 
ſity of Lady Dorothy's to make compen= 
ſations for the breaches in a ruffle oran apron 
which the careſſes of her four-footed dar- 
lings might have occaſioned. 


This diſpoſition in her friend had long 
been a rich mine from whence Lady Char- 
lotte's active induſtry extracted no incon- 
ſiderable advantages; her morning viſits were 
very frequent in Groſvenor- Square, dreſſed 
for the occaſion in drapery of little value, 
and like Wildman covered with bees, ſo her 
Ladyſhip's perſon in theſe tete à tẽtes was 
ſcarce to be diſtinguiſhed for the multitude 
of animals that hung about it, whilſt ſhe 

L2 laviſhed 
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laviſhed on them the tendereſt and the fond- 
eſt appellations; if as it always happened 
either by her own efforts or the paws of her 
dear little hangers-on, a rent in her drapery 
enſued, ſhe would exclaim, Well, heaven 
bleſs you, my love, you could not help it, 
I wiſh I could replace it, as eaſily as I 
can pardon the offender; or, fy, fy, kiſſing 
the dog, the cat, or the monkey, on whom 
the miſchief was laid ; fy, fy, thou doſt not 
conſider my poverty; theſe and ſuch like 
hints never failed of producing an effect, and 
without ever being diſappointed, ſhe always 
looked on her toilet table the next morning 
after the damage had been done, for a pre- 
ſent from Lady Dorothy of ten times the 
value of what had been deſtroyed the day 
before ; on thoſe occaſions all parties were 
well pleaſed, except Lady Charlotte's wo- 
man, whoſe perquiſites were much curtailed 
by the extraordinary uſes her ladyſhip had 
for decayed linen and faded ribbons, however 
poor Mrs. Congee had no remedy for her 
complaints, but that of making them gene- 

5 | rally 
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rally known to all the receiyers of caſt cloaths, 


who heartily joined her in execrating prudent 
miſtreſſes. 


It may be ſuppoſed, that with ſuch ſtrong 
propenſities to the love of miſchief and 
money, there was no room left in the breaſt 
of Lady Charlotte for that troubleſome ſort 
of affection, which is ſo apt to play the fool 
with boys and girls, but this was not exactly 
the caſe, for though ſhe was not addicted to 
the entertainment of romantic ideas, or 
burdened with thoſe nameleſs tumults of 
hopes and fears, which make up the delight 
or torment of a lover's exiſtence,” ſhe was 
much further removed from the imputation 
of indifference for mankind, and had at an 
early age been more than once very near the 
verge of matrimony ; but theſe occurrences 
happened in the life time of her father, and 
a converſation between him and his intended 
ſons-in-law, in which the words fortune and 
ſettlements made a conſiderable part, had 
always ended the pretenſions of one party 
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and the hopes of the other; from the time 
of the Earl's deceaſe ſhe had it is true received 
no overtures of marriage, at leaſt from men 
of rank, who according to her opinion were 
alone intitled to alt them, and indeed, 

rather than condeſcend to become the wife 
of any thing below a Peer, ſhe had thought 
it more conſiſtent with her quality to become 
the tender friend and gentle Deſdemona of 


| Lord Marſham. 


His Lordſhip was a collateral branch of 
her family, had ſucceeded to her father's earl- 
dom, and that part of the eſtate that went 
with it by entailment; but be it obſerved, this 
liberal connexion had never thrown a ſhade 
on the purity of her ladyſhip's character, 
the world was blinded by her management, 
or pretended to be blind, it would be ſome- 
what hard to decide to which ſhe owed the 


© concealment of her amour; it may be placed 


to the account of her own unimpeachable 
hypocriſy, or it may, with as great probability, 


| be ſuppoſed to proceed from the good-na- 
tured 


DELBOROVGH FAMILY, 223 


tured lenity of her own ſex; of whom it can- 
not be ſaid they wantonly delight in ſcandal. 
No, it is never a female amuſement, except 
excited by ſome extraordinary beauty, or bril- 
liant talents, which are not in their own poſ- 
ſeſſion. | 1999” 


Lord Marſham had been once married; but 
having applied to the Doctors of Doctors- 
Commons, he had found a remedy for the 
laſſitudes of wedlock, this remedy is now fo 
very public and ſo much uſed by the faſhion- 
ables of the preſent age, that a girl of four- 
teen, two years or more before ſhe enters 
on the ſtage of diſſipation, might accuſe us 
of not knowing life or nature, were we to 
ſuppoſe her ignorant of the ingredients. 


Lady Charlotte's amour with his Lord- 
ſhip commenced before his bill of divorce 
had paſſed the upper houſe, or perhaps ſhe 
might have had ſome chance of training him 
back to the alter of hymen, but when ſhe had 
an opportunity, alas! it was too late, ar- 
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guments of all ſorts were unavailing, his 
Lordfhip had no idea that he was bound to 
repair a Lady's reputation, who had made 
a voluntary ſacrifice to ' pleaſure, this was 
his mental determination, and perhaps not 
very cenſurable, the treaſure we poſſeſs is 
in general prized by others as we eſtimate 
it ourſelves, and if a lady ſets fo little value 
on her virtue as to wear it thread-bare, who 
will attempt to repair what is paſt mending. 


Lord Marſham was not deficient in that 
ſort of addreſs in which Lady Charlotte 
abounded; a thouſand times ſince he was at 
liberty to make a ſecond choice, he had 
dried her tears, and ſilenced her complaints 
by words of the ſtrongeſt expreſſion of ſome- 
thing, but literally meaning nothing; at laſt 
he was reduced to the neceſſity of applying 
to an expedient intirely new, which though 
not powerful enough to ſilence her effectu- 
ally, ſhortened her ſolicitations and length- 
ened the periods at which they were renewed; 
there was nothing ſo unpleaſant to her lady- - 

ſhip 
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ſhip as a ſerious converſation, any thing like 
morality was diſguſting, but if it glanced on 
religion, to the knowledge of which ſhe had 
no claim, either from education or inclination, 
there was nothing ſhe would not ſacrifice 
to ſilence the ſpeaker ; and from a perfect 
infight into this particular part of her ſen- 
timents and averſions, Lord Marſham formed 
his plan to leſſen, if not intirely get rid of, 
her upbraidings and ſolicitations, by pre- 
tending a conſcientious motive for not- enter- 
ing into a ſecond engagement, whilſt the 
woman who had been his wife was ſtill alive, 
his arguments though perfectly ridiculous 
vere advanced with ſo much folemnity, and 
in a tone to poor Lady Charlotte's ear ſo 
frightfully ſerious, that having relinquiſhed 
the ſubject from diſguſt, ſhe ſeldom returned 
to it, from a knowledge that ſhe could not 
controvert thoſe arguments which ſhe even 
did not comprehend, ſome of them being 
educed for his purpoſe from the moſt fa- 
cred authors, and now Lady Charlotte, in 
lieu of her more honorable eſtabliſhment, 

L $ was 
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was forced to be content with the privilege 
of governing his Lordſhip, managing his 
affairs, and forming the moſt expenſive plans 
of entertainment for herſelf and the friends 
ſhe moſt favored, all of which Lord Mar- 
ſham conſented to with pleaſure, and executed 
with munificence—ſuch was Lady Charlotte 
Ogle, her endowments, and her ſituation. 


When Lady Dorothy's note of invitation 
was delivered to her Ladyſhip, Lord Mar- 
ſham happened to be at breakfaſt with her, 
and as ſhe had no intention that morning to 
viſit her deſtroying friends in Groſvenor- 
Square, her diſhabille was elegantly fine, 
and fat off her face and figure to ſo much 
advantage, as to give to thirty-eight the ap- 
pearance of twenty-five, and might have 
abated a little of that aſtoniſhment, which, 
at a moment when the graces had been leſs 
confulted, muſt have ftruck the beholder ; 
how it came to paſs that ſo handſome a 
young man could poſſibly be attached to a 

woman 
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woman ſo little beautiful, and ſo much older 
than himſelf. | 


Lady Charlotte threw the note careleſsly 
on the table and bid Lord Marſham open 
it, adding, I have not patience to read it 
myſelf, that old woman is for ever tormenting 
one with her notes, I with ſhe was twenty 
feet under ground. 


Provided, Charlotte ' ſhe left you behind 
her, and a legacy by which you might remem- 
ber her—but hear what ſhe ſays—his Lord- 
ſhip then read the contents of Lady Dorothliy's - 


note. 


Well, and what am I to do ? Howare 
you to diſpoſe of yourſelf, my Lord ? I had 
planned that we ſhould dine comfortably alone 


to V mor row. 


Undoubtedly, you muſt accept the invi- 
tation, | 8 88 
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And why muft I? I do not want to be eat 
up by her dogs, or get a huſband of her 
providing, where then is the neceſſity o/ our 
dining apart? | 

Only that you know ſhe is ſupporting the 
intereſt of my friend in his canvaſs for ——- 
ſhire, and juſt at this time I would keep her in 
good humour, 


At my expence! but if I go you ſhall 
poſitively do penance with me. 


Your Ladyſhip forgets I may be ſo un- 
fortunate as not to find a card when I return 
home. 5 


Piſh, then fend her word you will dine 
with her, or go ſans ceremony, or ſtop, I will 
anſwer her ſcrap of eloquence and announce 
your intentions. F 


Do with me as you pleaſe, you are the 


Empreſs of my fate, I own no other laws 
| but 
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but thoſe of love and Lady Charlotte—his 
words and accents were at variance, they 
were began with a hem, ended with a yawn ; 
then ſtarting from his chair, and ſurveying 
himſelf in the glaſs, he caught up his hat, 
wiſhed her a good day, hoped to have the 
honor of meeting her in the evening at the 
Ducheſs of Gs aſſembly, and flid out 
of the room to take his morning gallop in 
Hyde-Park. 


CHAP. 
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ATIENCE, good reader, we have not 


forgot our promiſe of preſenting three 
other Ladies to your further acquaintance. 
Lady Watchet, her fair daughter, Lady Au- 
guſta Drawl, and the ſtill fairer Lady Selina 
Dangle, are ready to appear on the ſtage; 
but modeſty retire behind the ſcenes, merely 
to give us the opportunity of introduciug 
Colonel Fairfax to his aunt Dorothy, know- 
ing that if we ſhould delay the ceremony 
five minutes longer, her Ladyſhip may have 
gone out to air, it being already half an 
hour after two, which muſt have been as 
ſevere a diſappointment to thyſelf, gentle 
reader, 
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reader, as it certainly would have been to 
us, his faithful hiſtorians. 


In an elbow chair, on one arm of which 
was perched a ſmall monkey, on the other a 
parrot, who ſeemed vying with each other 
to entertain their miſtreſs by a variety of 
ſounds, which none but herſelf could under- 
ſtand, was Lady Dorothy ſeated, expecting, 
with infinjte compoſure, the appearance of 
her nephew; a ſquirrel, faſtened to her fide by 
a ſilver chain, promenaded from her pocket 
to her ſhoulder, and from her. ſhoulder to 
her pocket, whilſt at her feet, on a crimſon 
velvet cuſhion, repoſed Pompey and Spider, 
emblems of Eaſtern ſplendor and Britiſh 


indolence. 


The announciation and advances of Colo- 
nel Fairfax occaſioned ſomething very like 
tumult - amongſt the houſhold troops, and 
for ſome moments prevented him from hear- 
ing his aunt's compliment of reception, or 
of making her an anſwer, Pompey and Spi- 

der 
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der had faſtened on his heels with no friendly 
ſalutation, which, together with their yells, 
the ſqualls of the parrot, and the chattering . 
of pug, made it impoſſible for him to hear, 
or to be heard: Lady Dorothy, who had riſen 
to receive him, having, with ſome difficulty, 
ſilenced her noiſy attendants, thought it ne- 
ceſſary to make ſome apology for the con- 
duct of her family, by ſaying, their interrup- 
tion was occaſioned by the little progreſs 
they had yet made in their education, many 
of them being new acquiſitions, who had 
not received twenty leſſons from the maſter, 
What were the ſenſations of the Colonel is 
more eafily ſurmiſed than explained ; it was 
a mixture of riſibility and ſurpriſe, and, per- 
haps, tinctured with a little contempt, which 
little is more than we can decently declare 
he felt for his father's ſiſter. 


Lady Dorothy, having ſurveyed the ele- 
- gant figure and handſome countenance of 
her nephew, with a look of apparent appro- 


bation, and the firſt compliments on both 
ſides 
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fides happily got over, her Ladyſhip's firſt 
queſtion of importance was, if, with ſo many. 
advantages from nature and ſituation, he had 
been able to guard his heart from the many 
attacks, ſhe was aſſured, it muſt have ſuſtained 
from the artful inſinuations of 8 and 

beauty. 18 


I have been no more in vulnerable, Ma- 
dam, replied the Colonel, ſmiling, to the 
ſhafts of beauty than to the dangers of my 
profeſſion. If the moſt perfect admiration for 
the fair ſex is a blemiſh on the character of 
a ſoldier, I muſt reſign all Pens to 
military fame. 


I hope you have not fixed your affections 
imprudently ; the firſt obje& is the Lady's 
connections — the next her fortune. 


I have not fixed them at all; but have 
admired beauty and good- nature, where ever 
J have been happy enough to meet them in 
union with each other. 


Seriouſly 
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Seriouſly, then you have formed no fooliſh 
engugernents. 


I did not fay that, my dear Madam: I 
rather fear there has been more of folly than 
wiſdom in all the engagements J have hitherto 
formed with the moſt beautiful ou of the 
creation. 


Lou — yourſelf a general admirer 
only. 


A very general one. 


Am I to underſtand you have not yet ſeen 
the woman, who you wiſh to preſent to me 
as my niece ? 


Many who deſerve the honour of your 
Ladyſhip's indulgence, and whoſe alliance 
would be highly flattering to me, may have 
eroſſed my path, but have not engaged my 
particular notice. 

I 
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I 'am charmed with your candour and 
good underſtanding, and ſhall take care” of 
your welfare ; you muſt dine with me to- 
morrow. 9-0 ng 


Colonel Fairfax bowed affent, and was 
going to reply, when the groom of the 
chambers brought in three notes, made up in 
the form of hearts, which on a gilt falver he 
carried to her Ladyſhip, who, having aſked 
and obtained permiſſion, opened them with 
impatience. Yes, faid ſhe, having run over 
the contents with evident marks of pleaſure, 
you muſt, Colonel, dine with me to-morrow : 
I ſhall have a few choſen friends, to whom 
you will be preſented. They are all the 
moſt charming people in the world, and I 
muſt tell you, nephew, after you have been 
introduced to ſome of them, I ſhall be ſur- 
priſed, nay diſappointed, if you are any 
longer ſatisfied with being a general ad- 
mirer. 


You 
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Tou make a coward of me, Madam. If 
you foreſee ſo much danger, I ſhall be rather 
inclined to keep out of the way of it. May 
I take the liberty to aſk, if theſe pretty 


billet-doux are from the fair hands of my 
ambuſhed beſiegers. 


Lady Dorothy, who was now in the beſt 

humour imaginable with hernephew for being 
ſoamiable, and with herſelf for having managed 
with fo much ſkill and ſucceſs, deſired him to 
peruſe them, and promiſed to inform him 
who the writers were, and how much they 
were intitled to his attention and devoirs. 
Colonel Fairfax obeyed her command, and 
read aloud: 


Lady Watchet, and Lady Auguſta Drawl, 
will have the honour of dining with Lady 
Dorothy Petting to-morrow, if ſhe will 
have the goodneſs to receive them at half 
after ſeven; they cannot poſſibly come 
a minute before that time, being obliged to 
attend five auctions, where the greateſt cu- 
rioſities in nature are to be diſpoſed of. 


Well, 
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Well, Madam, faid the Colonel, laying 
down the note (he had juſt finiſhed) I wait 
your Ladyſhip's information on the ſubjectt 
of theſe Ladies before I proceed to the 
next. | 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 


